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MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

Methodist  Episcojml  ChircJi 

IN   CANADA. 

Dcarhj  Beloved  Brethreru 

Wc  think  it  expedient  to  ^ive  j-ou  a  brief  accouii!. 
c^  thn  rise  of  IVIcthodiBm,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 
**  In  17"9,  two  young  men  in  England,  reading  tho 
bible,  eiLW  thev  could  not  be  Baved  without  holiness ' 
followed  after  it,  and  incited  others  so  to  do.  In  173^, 
thoy  saw  likewise,  that  men  are  juBtificd  before  they 
are  sanctified ,  but  Btill  holiness  was  their  cbject.  God 
then  thrupt  them  '^ut  to  raise  a  holy  people."* 

In  the  year  17t)6,  Philip  Embury,  a  local  preacher 
f'f  our  society,  from  Irelr.nd,  began  to  preach  in  tho 
city  of  New-York,  and  formed  a  society  of  his  own 
countrymen  and  the  citizens  :  and  the  same  year, 
Thomas  Webb  preached  in  a  hired  room  near  the  bar. 
racks  About  the  same  time,  Robert  Strawbridge,  a 
local  preacher  from  Ireland,  Fettled  in  Frederick  coun- 
Xy^  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  preaching  there, 
tbrmedeome  societies.  The  first  Methodist  church  was 
built  in  Now- York  in  1768  or  1769 ;  and  in  1769 
Richard  Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmoor  came  to  New- 
York ;  who  were  tho  first  regular  Methodist  preachers 
on  the  continent.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1771» 
Francis  Asbury  and  Richard  Wright,  of  the  same  or- 
der, came  over. 

We  believe  that  God*s  design   in  raising  up  tlic 
preachers  called  Methodists,  in  America,  was  to  reform 
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uic.  cuiUiueut,  du<l  spread  scripture  iioliuosd  over  theso 
lands. 

We  cstrcm  it.  our  duty  and  privilcfje  most  earnestly 
to  recommend  to  you^  ay  members  of  our  churcli,  our 
lORM  OF  DISCIPLINE,  wliicli  Iias  bceu  ibuiuled  on  the  ex- 
perience of  a  long  series  of  years :  aa  also  en  the  ob. 
nervations  and  remarks  we  have  made  on  ancient  and 
xaodern  churches. 

We  wish  to  to  see  this  little  pub  cation  in  the  house 
of  every  Methtnlist ;  and  the  more  so,  as  it  contains 
the  articles  of  religion  maintained  more  or  less,  in  part 
er  in  whole,  by  every  reformed  church  in  the  world. 

Far  from  wishing  you  to  be  ignorant  of  any  of  our 
doctrines,  or  any  part  of  our  discipline,  we  desire  you 
to  read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  the  whole. 
You  ought,  next  to  the  word  of  God,  to  procure  the 
Articles  and  Canons  of  the  Church  to  which  you  be. 
long. — This  present  edition  is  small  and  cheap,  and 
we  can  assure  you  that  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  it 
shall  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes. 

We  remain  ycur  very  allectionate  brethren  and  pas. 
tors,  who  labour  night  and  day,  both  in  public  und  in 
,|Trzvatc,  for  your  good. 

By  order  of  the  Conference, 

WILLIAM  CASE,  President. 
JAMES  RICHARDSON,  Secretanj. 
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DOCTRINES  AXD  DISCimJNT 

OP    TIIR 
>fETIIODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIlVRrH 

IN  CANAD.A . 


CHAPTER  h 

sECTio::  I, 

Of  the  Origin  of  the  Methodist  EpUcopnl  i'hurc-i. 

The  preachers  and  membervS  of  our  socict; 
:ii  general,  being  convinced  that  there  was  a 
oreat  deficiency  of  vital  religion  in  the  Church 
of  England  in  America,  and  boin^  in  nianv 
places  destitute  of  the  Christian  sacraments,  ds 
j^everal  of  the  clergy  had  forsaken  their  chur- 
ches,  requested  the  late  Rev.  John  Wesley  to 
fake  such  measures,  in  his  wisdom  and  pru* 
dence,  as  would  afford  them  suitable  relief  in 
their  distress. 

In  consequence  of  this,  our  v  erable  friend, 
who,  under  God,  had  been  the  Father  of  the 
great  revival  of  religion  now  extending  over 
the  earth,  by  the  means  of  the  Methodists,  de- 
termined  to  ordain  ministers  for  America ;  and 
for  this  purpose,  in  the  year  1784,  sent  over 
^hree  regularly  ordaijied  clergy/ ;  hut  proff^rin*^ 
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the  Episcopal  mode  of  churcli  <:;overnmcnt  to 
any  othor^  he  solemnly  set  apart,  by  the  impo- 
sition of  his  hands,  and  i)rayer,  one  of  them, 
viz :  Thomas  Coke,  Doctor  of  Civil  Law,  late 
of  Jesus-College,  in  the  University  of  Oxford, 
and  a  Presbyter  of  the  Church  of  En<^land,  for 
the  episcopal  office  ;  and  having  delivered  to 
him  letters  of  episcopid  orders,  commissioned 
and  directed  him  to  set  apart  Francis  Ashuryy 
then  general  assistant  of  the  Methodist  society 
in  America,  for  the  same  episcopal  office ;  he, 
the  said  Francis  Aslmryy  being  first  ordained 
deacon  and  elder.  In  consequence  of  which, 
the  said  Francis  Ashiiry,  was  solemnly  set  apart 
for  the  said  episcopal  office  by  prayer,  and  the 
imposition  of  the  hands  of  the  said  Thomas 
Coke,  other  regularly  ordained  ministers  assist- 
ujg  in  the  sacred  ceremony.  At  which  time 
the  General  Conference,  held  at  Baltimore, 
did  unanimously  receive  the  said  Thomas  Coke 
and  Francis  Ashury  as  their  bishops,  being 
full/  satisfied  of  the  validity  cf  their  episcopal 
ordination. 


SECTION  II. 

ARTICLES  OF  RELIGION. 

L  Of  Faith  in  ths  Holy  Trimfy. 
Theue  ia  but  one  living  and  true  God,  ever- 
lasting, without  body  or  parts,  cf  infinite  power, 

T;3<!on5,  and  gccdness  :  the  maker  snd  preser-. 
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\c,T  of  all  tilings,  visible  and  invisible;. — And 
in  unify  of  tliis  Ciod-jiead,  thcro  an;  three  per- 
sons of  one  substance,  power  and  eternity  ; — 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  tiie  llolv  (ihost, 

II.     Of  the    Word,   or   Son  of  God,  who  iccfj 

made  very  Man, 

The  Son,  v.ho  is  the  Word  of  the  Father, 
the  very  and  eternal  God,  of  one  substaneo 
Mitlithe  Father,  took  man's  nature  in  tlie  womb 
(/f  the  blessed  Virgin  ;  so  tliat  tvo  whole  and 
perf(;ct  natures,  tliat  is  to  say,  tiie  (jJodhead  and 
manhood,  were  joined  together  in  one  person, 
never  to  be  divided,  vvhereof  is  one  Christ, 
very  God  and  very  man,  who  truly  sufTeied, 
v/as  crucifiod,  dead  and  buried,  to  reeoncilo 
his  Father  to  us,  and  to  be  a  sacrifice,  not  only 
for  original  guilt,  but  also  for  actual  sins  ci' 
liicn. 

III.  Of  the  Resurrection  if  Christ, 

Christ  did  truly  rise  again  from  the  dead, 
and  took  again  his  body,  with  all  things  appci 
taining  to  the  perfection  of  man's  nature, 
wherewith  he  ascended  into  heaven,  and  thr-ro 
f'itteth  until  ho  return  to  judge  all  men  at  the 
!ast  dav. 

IV.  Of  the  Holy  Ghost, 

Tlie  Holy  Ghost,  proceeding  from  the  Fatn- 
er  and  the  Son,  is  of  one  substance,  mnjesty, 
and  glory  with  the  Fp.th'^r  aD.d  the  ^^ozi,  yr.r/ 
rjxd  eternal  God. 
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V,   TJiC  Svjjkkncij  of  fhr    llnhj  SrripUfrPfi  for 

tSah'ddoti, 

'rho  Holy  Scriptures  contain  all  things  ne- 
<',(?ssary  to  salvation  :  so  that  whatsoever  is 
not  read  therein,  iior  m»ny  be  proved  tlierehy, 
is  not  to  be  recpiired  of  any  man,  that  it  should 
he  believed  as  an  article  ot'  faith,  or  be  thought 
requiHite  or  necessary  to  salvation.  In  tho 
name  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  wc  do  understand 
tliose  canonical  books  of  the  Ohl  and  Nev/ 
Testament,  of  whose  authority  w  as  never  anv 
'ioiibt  in  tiic  church. 

The  7iamcs  of  the  cnnoniral  Brinks, 

(icnesis, 
I'jxodus, 
Leviticus, 
Numbers, 
Deuteronomy*, 
hjshua, 
,    .ludge^:, 
Ruth, 

The  First  Book  of  Samuel, 
fhe  Second  Book  of  Samuel, 
The  First  Book  of  Kings, 
The  Second  Books  of  Kings, 
The  First  Book  of  Chronicles, 
The  Second  Book  of  Chronicles, 
The  Book  of  Ezra, 
The  Book  of  Nehemia}). 
Tlie  Book  of  J'lsthfT. 
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The  Book  of  Job, 

The  Rsjihns, 

The  Proverhrf, 

Jlcrlos^iiistos,  or  the  FVei»^h<  r, 

Ojintica,  or  Songs  of  Solomoiij 

1 'our  Prophets  tlie  greater, 

Twelve  IVoph'jts  the  less  : 

All  the  Books  of  the  New  Testament,  ua 
they  are  commonly  n^ceived,  we  do  receive; 
and  account  canonical. 

VI.  Of  the  Old  Testament. 

The  Old  testament  is  not  contrary  to  tlio 
New  ;  for  both  in  tiie  Old  and  New  Testament, 
everlasting  life  is  offered  to  mankind  by  ('hrist, 
who  is  the  only  JMediator  between  God  and 
man.  V/liercfore,  they  are  not  to  b(;  heard, 
>v  ho  feign  that  the  old  Fathers  did  look  only 
for  transitory  promises.  Althoiigh  the  lav/ 
;^aven  frotn  God  by  JMosos,  as  touching  cermo- 
liies,  and  rites,  doth  not  bhid  christians,  nor 
ought  the  civil  precepts  thereof  of  necessity 
be  received  in  any  commonwealth  :  yet,  not- 
withstanding, no  christian  whatsoever  is  freo 
from  the  obedience  of  the  commandment^', 
which  arc  called  moral. 

VII.  Of  Original  or  Birth  Sin. 

■[  Original  sin  stundeth  not  in  the  following  Cl 
Adam  (as  tlie  Pelagians  do  vainly  talk)  but  it  i^? 
*n*^  roTzw^iiuii  of  th'>   n'lt'in-^   of  overy  xnuii. 
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that  nut  Hi  ally  is  cngeiidered  of  the  oflspring  of 
Adam,  whereby  man  it^  very  iar  gone  from  ori- 
crinal  righteousness,  and  of  his  own  nature  in- 
''iinedto  evil,  and  that  continually. 

VIII.  Of  Free.  Will 

The  condition  of  man  after  the  full  of  Adam 
is  such,^  that  he  cannot  turn  and  prepare  him- 
self, by  his  own  natural  strength  and  works,  to 
fjiith,  and  caihng  upon  God;  Wherefore  we 
havv3  no  power  to  do  good  works,  pleasant  and 
jicceptable  to  God,  without  the  grace  of  God 
by  Christ  preventing  us,  that  we  may  have  a 
i^ood  will,  and  working  with  us,  when  \vc  havo 
'hat  good  will. 

IX.  Of  the  Justficatlon  of  Man* 
We  are  accounted  righteous  before  Goi 
only  for  the  merit  of  o  jr  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  by  faith,  and  not  for  our  own 
works  or  deservings  ; — Wherefore,  that  we  aro 
justified  by  taith  only,  is  a  most  wholesome 
doct^.'ne  and  very-  fall  of  comfort. 

X.  Of  Good  Works, 
Although  good  works,  which  aro  t  i.^  fruits 
faith,  and  follow  after  justification,  cannot 
put  awny  our  sins,  and  endure  the  severity  of 
God's  judgments  :  yet  are  they  pleasing  "and 
accei     ' '         ' ^"    " 
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Christ,  and  spring  out  of  a 


trie  and  lively  faith,  insomuch  that  by  them  a 
lively  faith  may  he  as  evidently  loiov/n.  as  a  trf 
IS  di«rpr:iod  hv  its  ihnx. 
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XL  Of  WorJiff  of  Si/pererogatlon, 
Voluntary  works,  besides,  over  and  abov<r 
<xod^s  conimandrnents,  ^' hich  are  called  works 
of  supererogation,  cannot  bo  taught  without  ar- 
rogancy  and  impiety.  For  by  them  men  dr> 
declare,  that  they  do  not  only  render  unto  God 
as  much  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  but  that  they 
do  more  for  his  sake  than  of  bounden  duty  i^? 
required :  Whereas  Christ  saith  plainly,  When 
ve  have  done  all  that  is  commanded  you,  say, 
We  are  unprofitable  servants, 

Xn.  Of  sin  afier  Justification. 

Not  every  sin  willingly  committed  after  justi-. 
ilcation,  is  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
impardonable.  Wherefore,  the  grant  of  repen- 
tance is  not  to  be  denied  to  such  as  fill  into 
sin  after  justification  :  After  we  have  received 
the  Holy  Ghost,  wc  may  depart  from  gracn 
ii,iven,  and  fall  into  sin,  and  by  tho  grace  of 
Cod,  rise  again  and  amend  our  lives.  And 
therefore  they  are  to  be  condemned,  who  say 
they  can  no  more  sin  as  long  as  they  live  here ; 
or  deny  tho  place  c^'  forgiveness  to  such  os 
truly  repent. 

XIII.  Of  fne  Church. 

The  vi.^ible  Church^  of  ChristMs  a  congrt- 
.?;ation  of  faithful  men,  in  which  the  pure  word 
of  God  is  preached,  and  the  sacraments  duly  'd<L 
minisferpd  a^cordins:  to  Christ's  ord.'na!::'\  fj! 
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liU  those  things  that  of  necessity  are  requisite 
to  the  same. 

XIV.  Of  Purgalary, 
The  Romish  doctrine  roncerning  purgator}\ 
pardon,  worshipping,  and  adoration,  as  well 
oi^  imases  as  of  relics,  and  also  invocation  of 
saints,  is  a  fond  thin^^,  vainly  invented,  and 
grounded  upon  no  warrant  of  Scripture,  but 
repugnant  to  the  word  of  God. 

XV.  Of  speaJiing  in  the  congregation  in   such 
a  Tongue  as  the  People  understand. 

It  is  a  thing  plainly  repugnant  to  the  word  cf 
God,  and  the  custom  of  the  primitive  church, 
to  have  public  prayer  in  the  church,  or  to  minis. 
ter  the  sacraments,  in  a  tongue  not  understood 
by  tlie  people. 

XVI.  Of  the  Sacraments, 

Sacraments  ordained  of  Christ,  are  not  only 
badges  or  tokens  of  Christian  men's  profession  : 
but  rather  they  are  certain  signs  of  grace,  and 
(rod's  irood  will  towards  us,  bv  the  which  he 
doth  work  invisibly  in  us,  and  doth  not  only 
quicken,  but  also  strencthen  and  confirm  our 
faith  in  him. 

There  are  two  sacraments  ordained  of  Christ 
our  Lord  in  the  Gospel  ;  that  is  to  say  Baptism 
and  the  Supper  of  the  Lord. 

Those  live  commonly  called  sacraments  ; 
that  is  to  sav,  Contirmation.  Penance.  Orders. 
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IMatrimony,  and  extreme  Unction,  are  not  to  bo 
counted  for  Sacraments  of  the  Gospel,  being 
such  as  have  partly  grown  out  of  the  corrupt 
following  of  the  Apostles  ;  and  partly  are  states 
of  life  allowed  in  the  scriptures,  but  yet  havo 
not  the  like  nature  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord'd 
Supper,  because  they  have  not  any  visible  sign, 
or  ceremony  ordained  of  God. 

The  Sacraments  were  not  ordained  of  Chri^^t 
to  be  gazed  upon,  or  to  be  carried  about ;  but 
that  we  should  duly  use  them.  And  in  such 
only  as  worthily  receive  the  same,  they  have 
a  wholesome  effect  or  operation  :  but  they  that 
receive  them  unworthily,  purchase  to  them- 
selves condemnation,  as  St.  Paul  saith.  1  Cor, 
xi.  29. 

XVII.  Of  Baptism. 

Baptism  is  not  only  a  sign  of  profession,  and 
mark  of  diffe/ence,  whereby  Christians  are  dis- 
tinguished from  others  that  are  not  baptized  : 
but  it  is  also  a  sign  of  regeneration,  or  the  ne^v 
birth.  The  baptism  of  young  children  is  to  bo 
retained  in  the  church. 

XVIII.  Of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Supper  of  the  Lord  is  not  only  a  sign 
tliat  Cliristians  ouMit  to  have  among  themselves 
one  to  another,  but  rather  is  a  sacrament  of 
our  redemption  by  Christ's  death:  insomuch, 
that  to  such  as  rightly,  worthily,  and  with  faith 
^'iceivo  the  eame,  the  bread  which  we  break 
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;i  ])ai taking  of  the  body  of  Chri:>t ;  and  likt .. 
wise  the  cup  of  blessing  is  a  partaking  of  the 
blood  of  Christ. 

Transub«tantiation,  or  the  change  of  tUo^ 
substance  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  Supper  of 
our  Lord,  cannot  be  proved  by  Holy  Writ,  but 
is  repugnant  to  the  plain  words  of  Scripture, 
overthrowcth  the  nature  of  a  sacrament,  and 
hath  given  occasion  to  many  superstitions. 

1'he  body  of  Christ  is  given,  taken,  and  eaten 
in  the  Supper,  only  after  a  heavenly  and  scrip- 
tural manner.  And  the  means  whereby  the 
body  of  Christ  is  received  and  eaten  in  the 
Supper,  is  faith. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
not  by  Christ's  ordinance  r?\--crved,  carried 
;!.])out,  Uftod  up,  or  worshipped. 

XIX.  Of  hot/i  Jdnd.f. 

The  cup  of  the  Lord  is  not  to  be  denied  to 
tlie  by. people  :  for  both  the  parts  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  by  Christ's  ordinance  and  comniand- 
inent,  ought  to  be  administered  to  all  Christians 
;ilike. 

XX.  Of  ihe  oncohlailon  of  ClirisL  finished  iqwit 

the  Cross, 

The  offering  of  Christ  once  made,  is  that, 
perfect  redemption,  propitiation,  and  satisfaction 
for  all  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  both  origi- 
nal and  actual:  and  there  is  none  other  satis- 
faction  for  sin  but  that  alone.     Wherefore  the 
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sjicriMce  ofniaPi^cs,  in  the  which  if  is  common- 
ly f-;aid,  that  the  priest  doth  ofl'er  Christ  lor  Iho 
quick  and  the  dead,  to  have  remission  of  pain 
or  guiU,  is  a  bkisphemous  table,  and  dangerous* 

XXL   Of  tlie  Marriage  of  Mhtlstcrs, 

The  ministers  of  Christ  are  not  commanded 
hy  Cod's  hiw  either  to  vow  the  estate  oi'singl*' 
life,  or  to  abstain  from  marrii^j^e  ;  therefore  it 
is  lawful  for  them,  as  tor  all  other  ('hristians, 
to  majTy  at  their  own  discretion,  as  tliey  shall 
judge  the  same  to  serve  best  to  godhnc'-s. 

XXII.  Of  ihc  Riles  and  €•  re  monies  of  Clmrch:^, 

It  is  not  necessary  that  rites  and  ceremonic;^ 
Siioukl  in  all  places  be  the  same,  or  exactly 
alike :  for  they  have  been  always  dillerent, 
ttwA  Miay  be  ciianged  according  to  the  diversity 
of  countries,  times,  and  men's  manners,  so  that 
nothing  be  ordained  a<jrunst  Cod's  word.  Who- 
soever, through  his  private  judgment,  wiihngly 
;ind  purposely  dotli  opcidy  ]3reak  (he  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  to  which  he  belongs, 
v/hich  are  not  repugnant  to  tiie  word  of  Cod» 
and  are  ordained  and  approved  by  common 
iiuthority,  ought  to  be  rebidied  openly,  that 
t'thers  may  fear  to  do  the  like,  as  one  that  of- 
f'^ndetli   ajiainst   the    common    order   of    the, 
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Every  particular  Church  may  ordain,  cliange, 
or  abolish  ritCvS  and  ceremonies,  so  that  all 
things  may  bo  done  to  edilieution. 

XXIII.  Of  the  Civil  Govcrnmei\t. 

We  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians  to 
be  subject  to  the  Powers  that  be  ;  for  we  are 
commanded  l)y  the  Word  of  God  to  respect, 
and  obey  the  Civil  Government :  we  should 
therefore  not  only  fear  God,  but  honour  the 
Kin<j. 

XXIV,  Of  Christian  ^Tm's  Goods. 

The  riches  and  goods  of  Christians  are  not 
common  as  touching  the  right,  title  and  posses- 
sion of  tlie  same,  as  some  do  falsely  boast. — 
Notwithstanding,  every  man  ought,  of  such 
things  as  he  possesseth,  liberally  to  give  alma 
'  >  the  poor,  according  to  his  ability. 

XXV.  Of  a  Christian  Mans  Oath. 

As  we  confess  that  vain  and  rash  swearingr 
is  forbidden  christian  men  by  our  Lord  Jesu.s 
Christ  and  James  his  apostle  ;  so  we  judge  that 
the  christian  religion  doth  not  prohibit,  but  that 
a  man  may  swear  when  the  magistrate  requir- 
t'th,  in  a  cause  of  faith  and  charity,  so  it  be 
done  according  to  the;  prophet'.'^  teaching,  in 
justice,  judgment,  and  truth. 
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SECTION   III. 

()/  iJic  General  and  Annual  Conftrcnces. 

ll  is  dosirod  that  all  tilings  l>o  considered  on 
tliese  occasions,  as  in  tlie  inimediaio  presenc?.; 
oi'  Cjod:  that  every  person  speak  freely  what- 
ever is  in  his  heart. 

Quest,  1.  How  may  v/e  best  improve  our 
time  at  the  conrerences? 

Amu\  1.  While  we  are  conversing,  let  us 
have  an  especial  care  to  set  Cod  alwa}  s  l>e- 
jbre  us. 

2.  In  the  intermediate  hours,  let  us  redcen* 
ail  the  time  we  can  for  private  exercises. 

3.  Therein  let  us  ^^ive  ourselves  to  prayer 
for  one  another,  and  for  a  blessing  on  our  la- 
Lour, 

Of  the  General  Conference, 

Quest,  2.  Who  shall  compose  the  General 
Conference,  and  what  are  tiie  regulatio.'t"-;  and 
powers  belonging  to  it  ? 

Answ.  1.  The  General  Conference  shall  be 
'^omposed  of  ail  the  travelling  Elders  wlio  hav*-. 
travelled  four  full  calendar  years  last  past,  and 
have  been  received  into  full  coimexion. 

2.  At  all  times  when  the  General  Confer. 
once  is  met,  it  shall  take  tv/o  thirds  of  its  mem. 
I  ers  to  make  a  quorum  for  transacting  business;. 

3.  One  of  the  general  Superintendents  shall 
preside  in  the  General  Conference  ;  but  in  case 
lu  general   Superintendent    bo   present,    tho 
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Perioral  Conference  bhall  choose  a  president 

I  pro  tetnpurf). 

ll   '\:l  4.  The  (Tonoral  Conference  shall  have  f\iU 

i        powers  to  make  rules  and  regulations  lor  our 

Church,  under  the  following   limitations  and 

restrictions,  viz : 

1.  The  General  Conference  shall  not  revoke, 
alter,  or  chan*Te  our  articles  of  religion,  nor 
[  eslahlish  any  new  standards  or  rules  of  doc- 

trine contrary  to  our  present  existing  and  es- 
^  tahlished  standards  of  doctrine. 

They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part  or 
rule  of  our  government,  so  as  to  do  away 
Episcopacy,  or  destroy  the  plan  of  our  iti- 
n(;rant  general  supcrintejidc^ncy. 
They  shall  not  revoke  or  ( iiange  the  gene- 
ral rules  of  the  United  8ocielies. 
They  shall  not  do  away  the  privileges  of  our 
, .  ministers  or  preachers  of  trial  by  a  coii.- 

Il    J  nuitce,  and  of  an  appeal :  Neither  shall  they 

"    )  do  away  the  privileges  of  our  niembers  of 

1 1    I  trial  before  the  society  or  by  a  committee, 

and  of  an  appeal. 
3.  They  shall  not  appropriate  the  produce  of 
\}\G  Book  Concern,  or  of  the  Charter  Fund, 
to  any  purpose  other  than  for  the  benelit  of 
I  the  travelling,  supernumerary,  superannua- 

i  :  ted,   and  worn-out  preachers,  their  wives, 

'  widows  and  children. 

I        ^.  No  new  rule,  or  regulation,  or  alteration  of 
I     '    •  flny  rule  or  rnjrulation  now  in  fnrco  rcsnec- 
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tini^  our  temporal  oconom}  ;  such  as  tlio  buil. 
cliiiij  of  Metjtino-  Kousos,  tlie  order  to  ho  oh. 
servec'  "^herein  ;  tlie  allowance  to  the  minis>- 
t(ir3  and  preachers,  their  widows  and  chil- 
dren ;  the  raising  annual  supplies  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  tlie  gospel ;  (the  Missions  excep- 
ted) for  the  making  up  tlie  allowances  of  the 
preachers,  <fec,  shall  he  considered  as  of  any 
force  or  authority,  until  such  rule,  regulation 
or  alteration,  shai'  huve  been  laid  before  the 
several  Quarterly  Conferences  throughout 
tlie  whole  connexion,  <S^j  shall  have  received 
the  consent  and  ad\  ice  of  a  majority  of  the 
jucmbers  (who  may  be  present  at  the  time  of 
laying  said  rule,  regulation  or  alteration  be- 
fore them,)  of  two  thirds  of  the  said  Con- 
forences. 

Nor  shall  any  new  rule,  regulation  or  altera- 
tion, respecting  the  doctrines  of  our  Church, 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  members ; 
.^ucli  as,  the  receiving  persons  on  trial  and 
into  full  connexion;  the  conditions  on  which 
they  shall  retain  their  membership ;  th«.' 
manner  of  bringing  to  trial,  finding  guilty, 
and  reproving,  suspending  or  excluding  dis- 
orderly persons  from  society  and  churcli 
privileges ;  have  any  force  or  authority  un- 
til  laid  before  the  Quarterly  Conferences 
and  approved  as  aforesaid  :  Provided  never- 
theless, that  upon  the  joint  recommendation 
of  threo  fourths  of  th'"  Annual  Crvnf^rrTicf 
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•  or  ContVronocs,  then  th«'  mnjoriiy  of  throij 
fourths  of'llioCrtMiorai  ^'ontoroncc;  shall  sijf- 
Uce  to  altar  any  of  '  ahnvc  r(\'^tric(ioiis 
oxccpt  the  sixth  aiul  siscnth,  which  sluili 
not  1)0  (lone  jiway  or  alforovl  without  the 
roconin.'ondaUon  or  consent  of  two  thirds  of 
the  Quarterly  Conferences  tliroughout  th(; 
connexion. 

5.  The  first  General  Conference  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Cluirch  in  ('anada,  shall  Ix^ 
held  the  last  \Vedne?-day  in  August,  in  1880,  in 
liellville,  and  henceforward  once  in  four  yfuir-.', 
at  such  times  and  in  such,  places  as  shall  h.^ 
fixed  on  hy  the  General  Conference,  from  tinu^ 
to  time  :  but  the  general  Superintendent,  with 
or  bv  the  advice  of  the  Annual  Conference  or 
Conferences,  or  if  there  be  no  general  Super, 
intendent,  the  Amiual  Conference  or  Confer- 
ences respectively,  shall  hiive  power  to  call  a 
General  Conference,  if  they  judge  it  necessary , 
at  any  tinv^ 

Of  the  Ay\nunl  Coiffirenccs, 
Quest,  3*.  Who  shall  attend  the  Yearly  Con. 
ferences  ? 

A?isu\  All  the  travelling  preac!iers,  who  are 
in  full  connexion,  and  those  who  are  to  be  re- 
ceived into  full  connexion. 

QncsL  4.  Who  shall  appoint  the  times  cf 
holding  the  Yearly  Conferences  ? 

Answ,  The  bishops  ;  but  they  shall  allow  tlu^ 
annual  conferences  to  tsii  a  wcclc  at  h^'^t. 
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Quesf,  T).  Who  shall  appoint  the  places  oi' 
holding  the  annual  conferences .' 

Answ.  Each  annual  conterence  shall  appoint 
the  place  of  its  own  sitting. 

Quest*  6.  What  is  the  method  wherein  W(; 
usually  proceed  in  the  yearly  conferences '? 

Answ.  We  inquire, 

I.  What  preachers  are  admitted  on  trial? 
tl.  Who  remain  on  trial  ? 

t\.  Who  are  tidmitted  into  full  connexion  ? 

4.  Who  are  the  Deacons  ? 

5,  Who  have  been  elected  and  ordained  El. 
ders  this  year? 

0.  Who  have  been  elected,  by  the  suffrages  of 
the  general  conference,  to  exercise  the  epis. 
copal  oflico,  and  superintend  the  Methodic 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  ? 
Who  have  located  this  year  ? 
Who  are  the  supernumeraries  ?* 

*J.  Who   are  the  superannuated  or  worn-out 
preachers  ? 

10.  Who  have  been  expelled  from  the  con- 
nexion this  year  1 

II.  Who  have  withdrawn  from  the  connexion 
this  year  ? 

V^,  Are  all  the  preachers  blameless  in  life  and 
conversation  ? 

*  A  supernuirw^rary  preacher  is  one  so  worn  out  in 
the  itinerant  t^ervico  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  ol' 
jfreaching  constantly ;  but  at  Die  aame  time  is  willing  to 
do  any  work  in  the  niini.-itry,  wbicli  the  conference  iiroy 
'^"rect,  and  hisHtreiifjlh  enable  him  to  prTform 
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i:j.  Wlio  Ijjivc  (li(Hl  this  year  ( 

14.  Wliat  niunhers  urn  in  society'.' 

15.  What  has  hoon  colloctod  lor  tli«^  roiitiriM-tMii 
rxponccs,  tor  hiakinj^^  u})  tho  allowanccri  of 
th*;  preachcM's,  A:c.  ? 

JO.  How  has  this  been  evpcn(l(Ml  ? 

J 7.   VVh(;ro   aro  the    proachors  staiioiKMl   th;>: 

yoar  y 
IS.  Whore  and  wiien  shall  our  noxt  confer- 
ence be  held  ? 

Quest.  7.  Is  tliere  any  other  business  to  be 
(lone  in  the  yearly  conlhrcnces  I 

Ausir,  The  electing  and  ordaining  of  dea- 
cons and  elders. 

Quest.  8.  Are  lliero  any  other  directions  to 
he  given  concerning  the  yearly  conferences? 

Answ.  A  record  of  the  proceedings  of  eacli 
annual  eonfcjrence  shall  he  kept  by  a  secretary, 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  signed  by 
the  president  and  secretary:  and  let  a  copv  of 
the  said  record  be  sent  to  the  general  confer- 
ence. 


vSKCTION  IV. 

([f  the  Election  and  Consecration  of  Bis/u-ps, 
and  of  their  du'ij. 

Quest,  1.  How  is  a  bishop  to  be  constitute^! ! 

A:nsu\  By  theele(!tion  of  the  general  c(>nier- 
♦-Tiee,  and  th<!  lavina  on  <»f  the  liands  of  three 
M^hops,  or  at  h-ahjt  of  enL'  bishop  and  two  eider -•■ 


5. 


8ine> 


K-t^T-^. 


S,  r.     1.        lircllDVri  AND  TlUlin  DMY. 


v;.i 


Qitr.sl,  2.  If  l)y  death,  cxptilNioii,  or  otliorwi.-'c, 
Jlicro  Ijo  no  bisliop  remaining  in  our  thurrh, 
wluit  shall  we  do  l 

Atisw,  The  <r(;iioral  confcrcvace  yhall  elect  a 
liishop;  and  the  ehiers  or  any  three  oi'  them, 
v/ho  shall  he  a})j)ointed  by  the  jveneral  eonfer- 
once  lor  that  |)ur[)ose,  shall  ordahi  inm  accord- 
in<r  to  our  form  of  ordination. 

Quest,  3.   What  are  the  duties  of  a  bishop? 

Ansiv,  1.  To  preside  in  our  confercnecs. 

"2.  To  lix  the  appointments  of  the  preachers 
for  the  several  circuits  and  station?.  Never- 
theless  the  prcsidinjr  elders  present,  of  the  an- 
nual conference,  shall  form  a  committee  to 
counsel  and  advise  with  him  in  so  doin^ ;  pro- 
vided also,  that  he  shall  not  allow  any  preacher 
to  remain  in  the  same  station  more  than  two 
years  successively ;  except  the  prosiding  elders, 
the  editor  d:  general  book  steward,  tlie  supernu- 
merary, superamma.ted  and  worn  out  preacher.? , 
missionaries  among  the  Indians,  and  the  presi- 
dents,  principals,  or  teachers  of  seminaries  of 
beaming,  which  arc  or  may  be  under  our  super, 
iutendence. 

3.  In  the  intervals  of  the  conferences,  to 
change,  receive,  and  suspend  preachers,  as 
necessity  may  require,  and  as  the  discipline 
directs. 

4.  To  travel  through  the  connexion  at  large. 

5.  To  oversee  the  spiritual  and  temporal  bu- 
siness of  our  church. 
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0.  To  ordain  bisliop^s  elders,  and  deacons. 

Quest.  4.  To  whom  is  a  bishop  amenable  for 
liis  conduct  ? 

Answ.  To  the  general  conference,  who  havo 
power  to  reprove,  suspend  or  expel  him  for  im- 
proper conduct,  if  they  see  it  necessary. 

Quest,  5.  What  provision  shall  be  made  for  tho 
trial  of  a  bishop,  if  he  should  be  accused  of  im- 
morality in  the  intei*val  of  the  general  conference? 

Ansiv,  If  a  bishop  be  accused  of  immorality, 
three  travelling  elders  shall  call  upon  him,  and 
examine  him  on  the  subject ;  and  if  the  three 
elders  verily  believe  that  the  bishop  is  guilty  of 
the  crime,  they  shall  call  to  their  aid  two  pre- 
siding  elders,  from  two  districts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  where  the  crime  was  commit- 
ted, each  of  which  presiding  ciders  shall  bring 
with  him  two  elders,  or  an  elder  and  a  deacon. 
The  above  mentioned  nine  persons  shall  form 
a  conference,  to  examine  into  the  chargn 
brought  against  the  bishop  :  and  if  two  thirds 
of  them  verily  believe  him  to  be  guilty  of  the 
crime  laid  to  his  charge,  they  shall  have  autho. 
rity  to  suspend  the  bishop  till  the  ensuing  gene- 
ral conference,  and  the  districts  shall  be  regu- 
lated in  the  mean  time  as  is  provided  in  the 
third  and  lifth  sections ;  but  no  accusation  shall 
be  received  against  a  bishop,  except  it  be  de- 
livered in  writing,  signed  by  those  who  arc  to 
prove  the  crime :  and  a  copy  of  the  accusation 
'ball  be  given  to  the  accused  bishop 
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Quest,  G.  If  a  bishop  cease  from  travelling 
at  large  among  the  people,  shall  he  still  exer. 
cise  his  episcopal  office  among  us  in  any  de. 
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Answ,  If  he  cease  from  travelling  without  the 
consent  of  the  general  conference,  he  shall 
not  thereafter  exercise  the  episcopal  office  in 
cur  churcho 


SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Presiding  Elders  and  of  their  dutiji 

Quest,  1.  By  whom  are  the  presiding  elders 
to  be  chosen  ? 

Answ,  By  the  bishops. 

Quest.  2.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  presiding 
cider  ? 

Answ.  1.  To  travel  through  his  appointed 
district. 

2.  In  the  abncnce  of  the  bishop,  to  take 
charge  of  all  the  elders,  and  deacons,  travel- 
ling and  local  preachers,  and  exhorters  ia  his 
district. 

3.  To  change,  receive,  and  suspend  preach* 
crs  in  his  district  during  the  intervals  of  tho 
conferences,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  bishop, 
as  the  discipline  directs:  Provided  neverthe- 
less, he  shall  not  change  any  preacher  con- 
trary to  his  wish,  unless  by  the  advice  of  two 
or  more  members  of  the  annual  conference- 

4.  Ia  the  (ibgeace  of  a  tishop,  t<rpre8ide  in 
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the  conference ;  but  in  case  there  are  two  or 
more  presiding  elders  belonging  to  one  confer- 
ence, the  bishop  or  bishops  may  by  letter  or 
otherwise  appoint  the  president;  but  if  no  ap- 
pointment be  made,  or  if  the  presiding  elder 
appointed  do  not  attend,  tlie  conference  shall 
in  either  of  these  cases  elect  the  president  by 
ballot,  without  a  bebate,  from  among  the  pro- 


tiding  elders. 


5.  To  be  present,  as  far  as  practicable,  at 
all  the  quarterly  meetings  ;  and  to  call  together 
at  each  quarterly  meeting,  a  quarterly  meeting 
conference,  consisting  of  all  the  travelling  and 
local  preachers,  cxhorters,  stewards,  and  lead- 
ers of  the  circuit,  and  none  else,  to  hear  com- 
plaints, and  to  receive  and  try  appeals.  The 
quarterly  meeting  conference  shall  appoint  a 
secretary  to  take  down  the  proceedings  thereof, 
in  a  book  kept  by  one  of  the  stewards  of  the 
circuit  for  that  purpose. 

6.  To  oversee  the  spiritual  and  temporal  bu- 
siness of  the  church  in  his  district. 

7.  To  take  care  that  every  part  of  our  disci- 
pline be  enforced  in  his  district. 

8.  To  attend  the  bishops  when  present  in  his 
district ;  and  to  give  them,  when  absent,  all 
necessary  information,  by  letter,  of  the  state 
of  his  district. 

Quest.  3.  By  whom  are  the  presiding  elder? 
to  be  stationed  and  changed  ? 
Answ,  By  the  bishops. 
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Quest,  4.  How  long  may  tlie  bishops  allow 
an  older  to  preside  in  the  same  district  ? 

Arisw.  For  any  term  not  exceeding  four  years 
successively. 

Quest,  5.  Shall  the  presiding  elder  have 
power  to  employ  a  preacher  who  has  been  re- 
jected at  a  previous  annual  conference  ? 

Answ,  He  shall  not,  unless  the  conference 
bliould  give  him  liberty  under  certain  conditions. 

Quest,  0.  How  shall  the  presiding  elders  bo 
supported  ? 

Answ.  If  there  be  a  surplus  of  the  publi«*. 
mont^y  in  one  or  more  circuits  in  his  district, 
he  shall  receive  such  surplus ;  provided,  he  do 
not  receive  more  than  his  annual  allowance  . 
In  case  of  a  deficiency  in  his  allowance,  after 
such  surplus  is  paid  him,  or  if  there  be  no  sur- 
plus, he  shall  share  with  the  preachers  of  his 
district  in  proportion  with  what  they  have  res- 
pectively received,  so  that  he  receives  no  moro 
than  the  amount  of  his  allowance  upon  tho 
whole  :  he  shall  be  accountable  to  the  annual 
conference,  for  what  he  receives  as  his  allow- 
ance. 

SECTION  vr. 

Of  the   Election  and  Ordination  of  travelling 

Elders,  and  of  their  duty. 

Quest,  1,  How  is  an  elder  constituted? 

Ansiv,  By  the  election  of  a  majority  of  th^ 

yearly  conference  and  by  tiie  laying  on  of  the 
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liands  of  a  bishop,  and  some  of  the  elders  that 
are  present. 

Quest,  2.  What  is  the  duty  of  a  travelHiii:* 
elder  1 

Answ.  1.  To  administer  baptism  and  th(^ 
Lord's  Supper,  and  to  perform  the  olfice  of 
matrimony,  and  all  parts  of  divine  worship. 

2.  To  00  all  the  duties  of  a  travelling 
preacher. 

No  elder  that  ceases  to  travel,  without  the 
consent  of  the  yearly  conference,  certified  un- 
der the  hand  of  the  president  of  the  conference, 
except  in  case  of  sickness,  debility,  or  other 
unavoidable  circumstance,  shall,  on  any  ac- 
count, exercise  the  peculiar  functions  of  hivS 
office,  or  even  be  allowed  to  preach  among  us : 
nevertheless  the  final  determination  in  all  sucli 
♦•ases  is  with  the  yearly  conferciicc. 


SECTION  vxr. 

Of  the  Elrctlon  and  Ordination   of  trarx'Uing 
Deacons^  and  of  their  diity. 

Quest,  1.  How  is  a  travelling  deacon  con 
iJtituted  ? 

Answ.  By  the  election  of  the  majority  of  tlie 
yearly  conference,  and  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  a  bishop. 

Q7iest,  2.  Wliat  is  tho  duty  of  a  travellino- 
d«^a<^ou? 
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Anfiw,  1.  To  baptize,  and  perfurm  the  offico 
of  matrhnonv,  in  tiie  absence  of  the  elder. 

2.  To  assist  the  elder  in  administering  thu 
L(»rd's  Supper. 

3.  To  do  all  the  duties  of  a  travelling 
]['/rea(  her. 

Quest,  3.  What  shall  be  the  time  of  probation 
of  a  travelling  deacon  for  the  office  of  an  elder? 

Ansjv,  Every  travelling  deacon  shall  exer- 
cise that  office  for  two  years,  before  he  be  eli- 
gible to  the  office  of  elder ;  except  in  the  case 
of  missions,  when  the  annual  conferences  shall 
have  authority  to  elect  for  the  elder's  office 
sooner,  if  they  judge  it  expedient. 

No  deacon  who  ceases  to  travel,  without  the 
consent  of  the  annual  conference,  certified 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  of  the  confer- 
ence, except  in  case  of  sickness,  debility,  or 
other  unavoidable  circumstances,  shall,  on  any 
account,  exercise  the  peculiar  functions  of  hid 
office,  or  even  be  allowed  to  preach  among  us : 
nevertheless,  the  final  determination  in  all  such, 
cases  is  with  the  annual  conference. 


SECTION  viii. 

Of  the  method  of  receiving  travelling  Preacher  a, 

and  of  their  duty. 

Quest,  I,  How  is  a  preacher  to  be  received  '^ 
Afisv!*  h  By  the  annual  conf^jrence* 
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2.  In  tlic  interval  of  the  conFt^vronce,  by  a 
hishop,  or  the  i)resiclin<T  elder  of  the  di.  trie!, 
until  the  sitting  of  the  conference. 

S.  It  shall  he  tlie  duty  of  the  bishops,  oi:  of 
a  committee  which  they  may  appoint,  at  each 
annual  conference,  to  point  out  a  course  o^ 
reading  and  study  proper  to  be  pursued  by  ca;i^ 
didates  for  the  ministry  :  and  the  presiding  el- 
der, whenever  such  are  presented  to  him,  shall 
direct  them  to  those  studies  which  have  been 
thus  recommended — x\nd  before  any  such  ciin- 
didate  is  received  into  full  connexion,  he  shall 
give  satisfactory  evidence  respecting  his  know- 
ledge of  those  particular  subjects,  which  have 
been  recommended  to  his  consideration. 

4.  When  a  preacher's  name  is  not  printed  in 
the  minutes,  he  must  receive  a  written  license 
from  a  bishop  or  presiding  elder. 

Quest ,  2.  What  is  tlie  duty  of  a  preaclier  I 

A?isio,  1.  To  preach. 

2.  To  meet  the  societies,  classes,  and  gene- 
ral bands, 

15.  To  visit  the  sick. 

4.  To  preach  in  the  morning,  where  he  can 
get  hearers. — We  recommend  morning  prea- 
ching at  five  o'clock  in  the  summer,  and  six  iu 
the  winter,  wherever  it  is  practicable. 

Quest,  8.  What  are  the  directions  given  to  o 
preacher  ? 

Answ.  1.  Be  diligent.  Never  be  unemploy- 
'^d  ;  never  be  trifiingly  employp.d.     Never  tri- 
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necessar}'-, 
Bo  sorioiiH.     Let  voiir  motto  be  Holiness- 
io  the  Lord,     Avoid  all  lightness,  jesting,  and 
foolish  talking. 

{].  Converse  sparingly,  and  conduct  your- 
selves prudently  with  women.     1  Tim.  v.  2. 

4.  Take  no  step  towards  marriage  without 
first  consulting  with  your  brethren. 

5.  Believe  evil  of  no  one  without  good  evi- 
dence ;  unless  3'on  see  it  done,  take  heed  how 
you  credit  it.  Put  the  best  construction  on 
every  thing.  You  khov/  the  judge  is  alway^^ 
supposed  to  be  on  the  prisoner's  side. 

G.  Speak  evil  of  no  one  ;  because  your  v/ord* 
especially,  would  eat  as  doth  a  canker.  Keep 
your  thoughts  witliin  your  ov/n  breast,  till  you 
rome  to  the  person  concerned. 

7.  Tell  every  one  under  your  care,  whatvou 
think  wrong  in  his  conduct  and  temper,  and 
that  lovingly  and  plainly,  as  soon  as  may  be  : 
else  it  will  fester  in  your  heart.  Make  all  haste 
to  cast  the  fire  out  of  your  bosom. 

8.  Avoid  all  aflcctation.  A  preacher  of  tlic 
gospel  is  the  servant  of  all. 

9.  Be  ashamed  of  nothing  but  sin. 

10.  Be  punctual.  Do  every  thing  exactly 
at  the  time.  And  do  not  mend  our  rules,  but 
keep  them  ;  not  for  wrath,  but  conscience  sake. 

11.  You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  save  souls  : 
Th^^refore  snend  and  be  sjient  in  this  work — 
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and  go  always  not  on?y  to  those  that  want  you> 
but  to  those  tliat  want  you  most. 

Observe  !  it  is  not  your  business  only  to 
preach  so  many  times,  and  to  take  care  of  this 
or  that  society  ;  but  to  save  as  many  as  you  can ; 
to  bring  as  f;nany  sinners  as  you  can  to  repen- 
tance, and  witli  all  your  power  to  build  them  up 
in  that  holiness,  without  which  they  cannot  sec 
the  Lord.  And  remember — A  Methodist  prea- 
cher is  to  mind  every  point,  great  and  small, 
in  the  Methodist-,  discipline !  Therefore  you 
will  need  to  exercise  all  the  sense  and  grace 
you  have. 

12.  Act  in  all  things  not  according  to  your 
own  will,  but  as  a  son  in  the  gospel.  As  such, 
it  is  your  duty  to  employ  your  time  in  the  man- 
ner which  we  direct :  in  preaching  and  visiting 
from  house  to  house  ;  in  reading,  meditation, 
and  prayer.  Above  all,  if  you  labour  with  us 
in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  it  is  needful  you  should 
do  that  part  of  the  work  which  we  advise,  at 
those  times  and  places  which  wc  judge  most 
for  his  glory. 

Quest.  4.  What  method  do  we  use  in  recei- 
ving a  preacher  at  the  conference  ? 

Answ,  After  solemn  fasting  and  prayer,  eve- 
ry person  proposed  shall  then  be  asked,  before 
the  conference,  the  following  questions  (with 
any  others  which  may  be  thought  necessary) 
viz.  Have  you  faith  in  Christ  ?  Are  you  go- 
in^  on  to  perfection  ?    Do  you  expect  to  le 
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niaclo  pcruct  in  love  in  this  life?  Aro  yoi 
oroiMiino-  attor  it  /  Are  you  resolvcii  to  devot-* 
yoiirscli*  wliolly  to  God  and  his  work  ?  Do  you 
know  the  rules  of  society  ?  Of  the  bands  ? — 
Do  you  keep  tlieni  ?  Do  you  constantly  attend 
the  sacrament  ?  Have  you  read  *he  form  of 
disciphne  ?  Are  you  wiUin^  to  conform  to  it  7 
Have  you  considered  the  rules  of  a  preacher  ; 
especially  the  first,  tenth,  and  twelfth?  Will 
you  keep  them  for  conscience  sake  ?  A  o  you 
determined  to  employ  all  youi  time  in  the  worl: 
of  God  ?  Will  you  endeavour  not  to  speak  too 
long  or  too  loud  ?  Will  you  diligently  instruct 
the  children  in  every  place  ?  Will  you  visit 
from  house  to  house  ?  Will  you  recommend 
fasting  or  abstinence,  both  by  precept  and  ex- 
iunple  ?     Are  you  in  debt  ? 

AV^e  may  then,  if  ho  give  us  satisfaction,  re- 
ceive hhn  as  a  probationer,  by  giving  him  the 
Jbrm  of  discipline,  inscribed  thus :  To  A.  B. 
^'  You  lliinlx  it  your  dufi/  to  call  sitwcrs  to  rcpvu- 
Umce.  Make  full  proof  hereof,  and  we  shall 
rejoice  to  receive  you  as  a  felhnn-lahourer,^^ — 
i.et  him  then  carefully  read  and  \veigh  what, 
is  contained  therein  ;  and  if  he  have  any  doubt, 
it  may  be  removed.  Observe  !  taking  on  trial 
is  entirely  diflerent  from  admitting  a  preacher 
jnto  full  connexion.  One  on  trial  may  be  ei- 
ther admitted  or  rejected,  without  doing  him 
any  wronji :  otherwise  it  would  be  no  trial  at 
■dl.     JiPteverv  one  that  has  the  charfie  of  a 
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••iivuit.  (^xpltMn  tliifl  to  thosn  who  aro  on  trial, 
SIS  well  as  to  tlioso  who  arc  in  i'uturo  to  ho  pro. 
posed  i'or  trial. 

But  no  one  J-hall  he  received  on  trial,  urdoss 
he  first  procure  a  roconin)eiuJalion  from  tho 
♦  [uavtcrly  niRetin;f  of  his  circuit.  After  two 
years  [)rohation,  which  is  to  coniinence  from 
his  hcing  received  on  trial  at  the  annual  con- 
ference, and  hein«»-  approved  hy  the  annual  con- 
ference, and  examhie<l  by  the  president  of  tin; 
conference,  he  may  be  received  into  full  con- 
nexion, by  giving  him  the  form  of  discipline, 
inscribed  thus  :  ^^  As  long  as  yov  freely  consent 
to^  and  earnestly  endeavour  to  walk  by  these  ru/es^ 
we  shall  rejoice  to  acknowledge  you  as  a  fellow* 
labourer, ^^ 

if  any  preaclier  absent  himself  from  his  cir- 
cuit without  the  leave  of  the  presiding  eld(ir, 
the  presiding  elder  shall,  as  tar  as  possible,  fdl 
hiL  place  with  another  preacher,  who  shall  be 
paid  for  his  labours  out  of  the  allowance  of  the 
absent  preacher,  in  proportion  to  the  usual  al- 
lowance. — ^ — 

SECTION  IX. 

Of  the  Duties  of  those  who  have  the  charge  of 

Circuits, 

Quest,  1 ,  What  are  the  duties  of  the  elder, 
deacon,  or  preacher,  who  has  tiio  special 
charge  of  a  circuit  ? 

AnsuK  1.  T<  see  that  the  other  preacher-' 
iri  his  circuit  behave  u  ell  aufl  want  nothinir^ 
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2.  To  renew  the  tickets  for  the  admission  of 
members  into  love-feast  (juarterly,  and  regu- 
late the  bands. 

3.  To  meet  the  stewards  un^i  leaders  as  of- 
ten as  possible. 

4.  To  appoint  all  the  leaders  and  change 
them  when  lie  sees  it  necessary  ;  but  not  con- 
trary to  the  wish  of  the  class. 

5.  To  receive,  try,  and  (^xpel  members,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  discipline. 

C.  To  hold  watch-ni<^hts  and  love  feasts. 

7,  To  hold  quarterly  meetings  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  presiding  elder. 

8,  To  take  care  that  every  society  be  duly 
iSupphed  with  books. 

9,  To  take  an  exact  account  of  the  numbers 
in  society,  in  their  respective  circuits,  and  de^ 
liver  in  such  account  to  the  annual  conference, 
that  they  may  be  printed  in  the  minutes, 

10,  To  give  an  account  of  his  circuit,  every 
quarter,  to  his  presiding  elder. 

11,  To  meet  the  men  and  women  apart  in 
th(;  large  societies,  once  a  quarter,  wherever 
it  is  practicable. 

12,  To  overlook  the  accounts  of  all  the 
stewards. 

13,  To  appoint  a  person  to  receive  the  quar- 
Iv  collection  in  the  classes, 

14,  To  see  that  public  collections  be  made 
quarterly,  if  need  be. 

15,  To  raise  a  yearly  subscription   in  those 
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circuits  that  can  bear  it,  for  builflinjj;  churchos, 
and  paying  tlio  debts  of  those  wliich  have  been 
aheady  erected. 

If).  To  choose  a  comniittee  of  luy  mc:.ibcrrt 
to  make  a  just  apphcatioiiof  the  money,  where 
it  is  most  wanted. 

Qurs'f,  2.  AVhat  other  direction  shall  wc 
give  liini  ? 

Amw.  yovcral : 

1.  To  take  a  re^^ular  catalogue  of  the  soci- 
*  ties  in  towns  and  cities,  hb  they  hvc  in  the 
streets. 

2.  To  leave  his  successor  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  circuit. 

"S,  To  see  that  every  band-lcader  liavc  th(; 
luleb'  of  the  bands. 

4.  To  enforce,  vigorout=ly,  but  calmly,  all 
tlio  rules  of  the  society. 

5.  As  soon  as  there  arc  four  men  or  women 
believers  in  any  place,  to  put  them  into  a  band. 

().  To  suffer  no  lovc-feast  to  last  above  an 
liour  and  a  half. 

7.  To  warn  all,  from  time  to  time,  that, 
Konc  are  to  remove  Ironi  one  circuit  to  anoth- 
er, without  a  note  of  recommendation  from  a 
preacher  of  the  circuit,  in  these  words  :  "  il. 
B.  the  bearer^  has  bctn  an  acceptable  memher 
of  our  church  in  C."  and  to  inform  them,  that, 

;rtificat?j,  thev  will  not  be  re* 
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8.  To  rcconinicnJ  cvory  where  dccenf?y  vnnl 
ch'anlino^s. 

y.  To  read  the  rules  of  the  society,  with 
the  aid  of  the  other  preaeheri?,  once  a  year  in 
«jvcry  con^ifregation,  and  once  a  quarter  in 
every  society. 

10.  On  any  dispute  between  two  or  more 
of  the  members  of  our  church,  concerning  the 
payment  of  debts  or  otherwise,  which  cannot 
be  settled  by  the  parties  concerned,  the  preach- 
er who  has  the  charge  of  the  circuit,  shall  in- 
quire into  the  circuuistanccs  of  the  case  :  and 
shall  reconnncnd  to  the  contending  parties  a 
reference,  consisting  of  one  arbiter  clioycii 
by  the  plaintifi",  and  another  chosen  by  the  de- 
lendant ;  which  two  arbiters  so  chosen,  shall 
nominate  the  third ;  tlic  three  arbiters  being 
members  of  our  cliurch. 

But  if  one  of  the  parties  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  judgment  given,  such  party  may  apply  to 
the  ensuing  quarterly  meeting  conference  of 
the  circuit,  for  ullov/ance  to  have  a  second  ar- 
])itration  appointed  ;  and  if  the  quarterly  meet- 
iug  conference  see  suthcient  reason,  they  shall 
grant  a  second  arbitration,  in  which  ca-^o 
<?ach  party  shall  choose  two  arbiters,  and 
the  four  arbiters  shall  choose  a  fifth,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  majority  of  whom  shall  be  final  ; 
and  any  person  refusing  to  abide  shall,  be  ex- 
cluded the  church.  ^  •       . 

v\ad  if  any  member  of  our  churcli  shall  re- 
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fiisc,  in  case  of  debt  or  other  disputes  to  rolcr 
the  matter  to  arbitration,  when  recommended 
by  him  who  has  the  cliarge  of  the  circuit,  or 
shall  enter  into  a  law-suit  with  another  member 
before  these  mea^:ures  arc  tak(;n,  he  shall  b(; 
cripelled,  imless  the  ease  be  of  such  a  natuif? 
OM  to  re((uire  and  justify  a  process  at  law. 

The  preachers  who  have  the  oversight  cf 
circuits  arc  required  to  execTite  all  our  rulen 
fiilly  and  strenuously  against  all  frauds,  and 
particularly  against  dishonest  insolvencies ; 
?:uf}cring  none  to  remain  in  our  church  on  any 
account,  who  are  found  guilty  o{  any  fraud. 

To  prevent  scandal,  when  any  of  our  mem- 
bers fad  in  business,  or  contract  debts  which 
they  are  not  able  to  pay,  let  two  or  three  judi- 
clous  members  of  the  church  inspect  the  ac- 
counts of  the  supposed  delinquent  ;  and  if  h'.' 
have  behaved  dishonestly,  or  borrowed  money 
without  a  probability  of  paying,  let  him  be  ex- 
pelled. 

Whenever  a  complaint  is  made  against  an}- 
member  of  our  church,  for  non-payment  of 
debt ;  when  the  accounts  are  adjusted,  and  th(i 
lirnount  ascertained,  the  preacher  having  thii 
<:harge  shall  call  the  debtor  before  a  commit- 
leo  of  at  least  three,  to  shew  cause  why  he 
(hcs  not  make  payment.  The  committee  shall 
^l^ncrmino  what  further  time  shall  be  granted 
rtm  for  payment,  (md  what  security,  if  any, 
''hull  be  given  ihr  pn^Uff^nt  ;  and  in  ry^a  tV^ 
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debtor  rellisos  to  cr;niply^  iie  shall  be  o::j>oriCii ; 
but  in  s'lcli  ease  iic  may  appeal  to  the  quaiter- 
iy  meeting  conference,  and  their  decision  shall 
be  Ihiai.  And  in  case  the  creditor  complains 
that  justice  is  not  done  him,  he  may  lay  his 
'.grievance  before  the  cpiarterly  meeting  confer- 
<'Tice,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final  ;  and 
if  tlie  creditor  refuse  to  comply,  he  shall  bo 
expelled, 

11.  The  preacher  who  has  the  charge  of  e 
circuit  shall  appoint  prayer-meetings  wht'rcver 
he  can  in  his  circuit. 

12.  He  shall  take  care  that  a  fast  be  held  in 
every  society  in  his  circuit,  on  the  Friday  pre- 
«^?ding  every  quarterly  meeting  :  and  that  a 
memorandum  of  it  be  v;ritten  on  all  the  das? 
papers. 

13.  To  licence  such  persons  as  he  ntay 
j'uige  proper  to  oirieiatc  as  exhorters  in  tlu; 
'hurch,  provided  no  person  shall  be  so  licen- 
sed without  the  consent  of  the  leaders'  meet- 
ingj  or  of  the  class  of  which  he  is  a  membcr» 
v.'hei'e  no  leaders'  meeting  is  held  ;  and  the 
exiiorters  so  authorized  shall  be  subject  to  the 
aiuuuil  examination  of  character  in  tfie  confer- 
ence, and  have  their  licence  aimually  renewed 
by  the  presiding  elder,  or  the  preacher  having 
tlic  charge,  if  approved  by  tho,  (pianerly  me<  t^ 
inci  coTiforou'^r'. 
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SECTION   X. 

Of  the  trial  of  ilwse  irlio  ihinlc  ihci/  arc  moved 
hj/  the  Holy  Ghost  to  preach. 

Quest.  How  shall  wc  try  those  who  profess 
lobe  moved  by  the  Holy  (jhost  to  preach  ? 

A7isii\  1.  Let  the  Ibllowing  questions  hv. 
asked,  viz.  Do  they  know  God  as  a  pardonin.2: 
<  Tod  ?  Have  they  th(^  love  of  (lod  abiding  in 
I  hem  ?  Do  they  desire  nothing  but  God  ?  And 
iire  they  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation  ? 

2.  Have  they  gifts  (as  well  as  grace)  for  the 
work?  Have  they  (in  some  tolerable  degree) 
:i  clear,  sound  understanding,  a  right  judgment 
in  the  things  of  God,  a  just  conception  of  salr 
vation  by  faith  ?  And  has  God  given  them  any 
degree  of  utterance  /  Do  they  speak  justly, 
Tcadilv,  clearly  ? 

3.  Have  they  fruit ;  Are  any  truly  convin. 
<ed  of  sin,  and  converted  to  God,  by  their 
preaching  ? 

As  long  as  these  three  marks  concur  in  any 
"'me,  we  believe  he  is  called  of  God  to  preach, 
These  we  receive  as  sufficient  proof  tliat  he 
ir  moved  by  the  Holy  CJ host. 

SECTION  XT. 

■<)f  the  malh'r  and  77ianner  of  'preaching,  and 
of  other  piihh'r  ercreises, 

Que-sf.  1.  What  i^Mho  host  general  ineth<.d 
of  pr  a«"hirip'* 
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Ans7i\  1.  Toconvinco:  2.  To  offer  Christ  : 
n.  To  invite  :  4.  To  build  up  :  And  to  do  this 
in  some  measure  in  every  sermon. 

Quest.  2.  What  is  the  most  efTectual  wa}^  cf 
preaching  Christ  ? 

Ansic.  The  most  efTectual  way  of  preaching 
Christ,  is  to  preach  him  in  all  his  offices  ;  and 
to  declare  his  law,  as  well  as  his  gospel,  both 
to  believers  and  unbelievers.  Let  us  strongly 
and  closely  insist  upon  inward  and  outward 
holiness  in  all  its  branches. 

Quest,  o.  Arc  there  any  smaller  advice:\ 
which  might  be  of  use  to  us  ? 

Answ.  Perhaps  these  :  1.  Be  sure  never  to 
disappoint  a  congregation.  2.  Begin  at  the 
time  appointed  . — 3.  Let  your  whole  deport- 
ment be  serious,  weighty,  and  solemn.  4. 
Always  suit  your  subject  to  your  audience. 
r?.  Choose  the  plainest  text  you  can.  6.  Tako 
care  not  to  ramble,  but  keep  to  your  text,  and 
make  out  what  you  take  in  hand.  7.  Take 
care  of  any  thing  awkward  or  atfected,  either 
in  your  gesture,  phrase,  or  pronunciation.  8. 
Do  not  usually  pray  cxtem})orc,  above  eight  or 
ten  minutes  (at  most)  without  intermission.  9. 
I  Vequently  read  and  enlarge  upon  a  portion  of 
Scriptun^ ;  and  let  young  preachers  often  ex- 
hort without  taking  a  text.  10.  Always  avail 
yourself  of  the  great  festival?,  by  proa^binjr 
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Of  (he  Duly  of  Preachers  to  Cod,  themsdaiu 

and  one  anolher, 

QucuL  1.  How  shall  the  preacher  be  quaii. 
fied  for  iiis  charge  ? 

Answ,  By  walking  closely  with  Cod,  and 
having  his  work  greatly  at  heart  :  and  by  iin- 
derstandinf^  ^*id  loving  disciphne,  ours  in  par- 
ticular. 

Quest,  2.  Do  wo  sufficiently  watcii  over 
each  other  ? 

Answ,  We  do  not.  Should  we  not  frequent, 
ly  ask  each  other,  Do  3  ou  walk  closely  with 
God  1  Have  you  now  fellowship  with  the  Fath- 
♦:r  and  the  Son  ?  At  wiiat  hour  do  vou  rise  ? 
Do  you  punctually  observe  the  morning  and 
evening  hour  of  retirement  ?  Do  you  spend 
the  day  in  the  manner  which  the  Conference 
advises'?  Do  5'ou  converse  seriously,  usefully, 
and  closely  ?  To  be  more  particular  :  Do  you 
use  all  the  means  of  grace  yourself,  and  en- 
force the  use  of  them  on  all  other  persons  ? 
They  are  cither  instituted  or  prudential. 

I.  The  instituted  are, 

1.  Prayer:  private,  family,  and  public; 
^'onsisting  of  deprecation,  petition,  interces- 
sion, and  thanksgiving.  Do  you  use  each  of 
these  ?  Do  you  forecast  daily  wherever  you 
are,  to  secure  time  for  private  devotion  ?  Do 
l'cr'\  prar«t'>n  it  r.very  whrre  ?  Do  vou  r'-'k   f'\- 
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ery  wliere,  Have  you  family  prayer?  Do  you 
ask  individuals,  Do   you  use  private   prayer, 
I'very  morning  and  evening  in  particular  ? 
2.  Searching  the  scriptures,  by 

(1)  Reading  ;  constantly  some  part  of  ev- 
ery day  :  regularly,  all  the  Bible  in  order  ; 
rarefully,  wilii  notes  ;  seriously,  with  prayer 
before  and  after  :  fruitfully,  immediately  prac- 
tising what  you  learn  there  ? 

(2)  Meditating  :  At  set  times  ?  By  rule  ? 

(3)  Hearing :  Every  opportunit}^  ?  With 
prayer  before,  at,  after  ?  Have  you  a  bible  al- 
ways about  you  ? 

«^.  The  Lord's  Supper  :  Do  you  use  this  at 
every  opportunity ;  With  solemn  prayer  be- 
fore ?  With  earnest  and  deliberate  self-de\o-. 
tion  ? 

4.  Fasting  :  do  you  use  as  much  abstinence 
and  fasting  every  week,  as  your  hctdth,  strength, 
and  labour  will  permit  ? 

5.  Christian  conference  ;  are  you  convin- 
ced how  important  and  how  ditlicult  it  is  to  or- 
der your  conversation  aright  ?  Is  it  always  in 
grace  ?  Seasoned  with  salt  ?  Meet  to  minister 
grace  to  the  hearers  ?  Do  you  not  converse 
too  long  at  a  time  ?  Is  not  an  hour  commonly 
enough  ?  Would  it  not  be  alwavs  to  have  a 
determinate  end  '  i  view  ?  And  to  pray  before 
and  after  it  ? 

H.  Prudential  means  we  may  use  either  a- 
^liristians,  as  Methodiv«ts.  or  as  prea'^her^- 
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1.  As  Clnisticms  :  what  particular  rulcf? 
have  you  in  crdcr  to  grow  in  grace  ?  What 
arts  of  holy  living  ? 

2.  As  Methodists  ;  do  you  never  miss  your 
class  or  band  ? 

8.  As  preachers  :  have  you  throughly  con« 
aide  red  your  duty  ?  And  do  you  make  a  con- 
science of  executing  every  part  of  it  ?  D«'> 
you  meet  every  society  ?  Also,  the  leaders  and 
bands  ? 

These  means  ^nay  be  U'-^'^d  without  fruit. 
But  there  are  some  means  which  cannot,  nam<- 
!y,  watching,  denying  ourselves,  taking  up  our 
rross,  exercise  of  the  presence  of  (lod. 

1.  Do  you  steadily  walch  a^^ainst  the  world  1 
Yourself?  Your  besetting  sin  ? 

2.  Do  you  deny  yourself  every  useless  plea- 
sure of  sense  ?  Imagination  ?  Honour  ?  Arc 
you  temperate  in  all  things  ?  Instance  in  food 
(1)  Do  you  use  only  that  kind  and  that  degree 
which  is  best  both  for  body  and  soul  ?  Do  you 
.see  the  necessity  of  this  ?  (2)  Do  you  cat  no 
more  at  each  meal  than  is  necessary  ?  Are 
you  not  heavy  or  drowsy  after  dinner?  (o) 
Do  you  use  only  that  kind,  and  that  degree  of 
drink  which  is  best  both  for  j'our  body  and 
Foul  ?  (4)  Do  you  choose  and  use  water  for 
your  common  drink?  And  oni^  take  wine  me- 
dicinally or  sacramentally  ? 

^.  Wherein  do  you  take  up  vour  or'^'^^  dailv  '? 
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r»o  voii   clircrriillv  bear  voiir   croRs,   liov»'cv(  r 
grievous  to  }>roiit  thereby  / 

4.  Do  you  cndeuvour  to  set  God  alv.  a\\s  be- 
ibre  vou  ?  To  see  his  eye  continually  fixed 
uuon  you  ?  Never  can  you  use  these  nieinis 
but  a  blessing  will  ensue.  And  tlie  more  you 
use  tiiem,  the  more  you  will  grow  in  grace. 
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SECTIO??    XIIT. 

IWiCa  hy  which  tix  should  continue  or  desist  froui 
jyrcaching  at  anij  place. 

Quest,  1.  Is  it  advisable  for  us  to  prcjich  iu 
MS  many  places  as  we  can,  without  forraing  any 
societies  ? 

Answ.  By  no  means:  Wo  have  made  tho 
tiial  in  various  places;  and  that  for  a  consid- 
erable time.  But  all  the  seed  has  fallen  by 
th'^  way  side.     There  is  scarce   any  fruit   re. 
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Quest.  2.  AVhere  jdiould  we  endeavour  to 
preach  most  ? 

Answ,  1.  Where  there  is  the  jrreatest  num- 
ber  of  quiet  and  willing  liearcrs. 

2.  Where  there  is  most  fruit. 

Qurst,,  n.  Ought  we  not  diligently  to  ob- 
sorvc  in  wliat  places  God  is  pleased  at  any 
time  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  more  abundantly  ? 

Au'ur,  We  ou<:ht :  And  at  tliat  time,  to  sen.'! 
T.'iore  bibourers  than  usual  into  thai  part  of  th- 
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Of  visiting  from  house  to  house,  ^uanJim^ 
a^alvst  those  thinr^s  that  are  so  common  to  Pro- 
fcswrs,  and  enfoninir  Practical  Religion, 

Quryi.  1,  How  can  v;c  further  assist  those 
under  our  care  ? 

Aii'W,  ].  By  iustructin<T  thcin  at  tlieir  own 
houses.  V/hat  unspeakable  need  is  tliorc  of 
tliis  !  The  world  savs  "  71ie  Method istfi  arc 
vo  better  thai}  otlicr  peoole,^^  This  is  not  trui^ 
jn  general;  hut  1.  Personal  religion,,  either 
toward  Cod  or  man,  m  too  superficial  among 
I'l.'^.  We  can  but  just  touch  on  a  lew  particu- 
I:)r.s'.  H»',v  little  i'aith  is  there  arnon<T  u?-'  ! 
How  little  communion  with  <Tod,  how  little  Ha- 
intj^  in  hf.Mven,  walkinr^  in  eternity,  deadness  to 
every  creature  !  How  nuich  love  oi*  the  world  ' 
Desire  of  pleasure,  of  ease,  of  getting  money  ! 
How   little   brotherly    love  !    What   continual 

r  ! — ^>/hat   frossippinir,  evil 


judgmg  one   anotn 
i-'peaking,  tale  bearing  !   Wliat  want    of  mora: 
/lonesty !  To    instance    only   one    particular 
v.lio  does  as  he  would  bo  done   by,    in    buyij!« 
iind  sellinir  ? 

2.  Family  religion  is  wantinji  in  many  branch 
c's.     And  what  avails  public    preaching  alonr 
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ilono,  and  that  in  goud  earnest,  the  3Iothodist.H 
will  be  no  better. 

Our  religion  i«  not  snfHciently  deep,  univer- 
ptil,  unitbna  :  but  superlicial,  partial,  unevcTi. 
It  will  be  so  till  we  spend  half  as  much  timt; 
in  this  visitinjT,  as  we  now  do  in  talkin<x  usf- 
b'ssly.  (.'an  we  lind  a  better  method  of  doinfi; 
this  than  Mr.  Baxter's  ?  If  not,  let  us  adopt  it 
^vithout  delay.  Ilis  whole  tract,  entitled  Gil- 
iJas  Salvlauus,  is  well  worth  a  careful  perusal. 
Speaking  of  this  visiting  from  house  to  house, 
he  says,  (p.  13') I.)  *' We  shall  find  m.any  hhi- 
drances,  both  in  ourselves  and  the  people." 

1.  In  ourselves  there  is  much  dulness  ami 
laziness,  so  that  there  will  be  much  ado  to  get 
us  to  be  faithful  in  the  work. 

2.  We  have  a  base,  man.j)leasing  temper, 
so  that  we  let  them  perish  rather  than  lose  their 
love  :  we  let  them  go  quietly  to  hell,  lest  wo 
should  offend  them. 

Jl  Some  of  us  have  a  foolish  bashfulness. 
We  know  not  how  to  begin,  and  blubh  to  con  • 
tradict  the  devil. 

4.  But  the  greater  hindrance  is  weoknes.^^ 
of  faith.  Our  whole  motion  is  u  cak,  because 
the  spring  of  it  is  weak. 

5.  Lastly,  we  arc  unskilt'iil  in  the  work. 
I  low  few  know  how  to  deal  witii  men,  so  as  to 
get  within  them,  and  suit  all  our  discourse  to 
their  several  conditions  and  tempers :  To 
^'hooso   th'3  fittest  snhjoctp,  ">nd  follow  tli^^in 
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^v•ith  a  holy  niixtiiro  of  serioiu^ness,  terror,  lovit 

lUil  undimlitedly  tiiis  priviito  cii)pliciitioii  i.s 
iin))lif;d  in  thoso  solonia  words  oi*  tlie  apostle, 
/  chfirgc  tlicc  before  (k)d  and  the  Lord  Jc.sftff 
Chi'kt^who  iihah  judgi' the  quich  and.  the  dead 
<jt  his  apvcarlng^  preach  the  word  ;  be  instant  in 
.season  :  Reprove,  rebuke,  exhort^  with  alt  long- 
snfj'cring, 

()  bietliren,  if  we  could  but  set  this  work  on 
foot  ill  all  our  societies,  and  prosecute  it  zeal- 
ously, what  a*lorv  would  redound  to  (Jod  !  If 
llic  common  lukewarmness  werc^  banished,  and 
every  shop,  and  every  house  busied  in  speak- 
inii  of  lh(^  word  ^.ivl  works  of  God  ;  surels' 
(rod  wouhi  dwell  in  our  habitation.:;  ind  muK' 
us  his  delight. 

And  this  is  absolutely  necessary  to  tlie  wel- 
iarc  of  our  people,  some  of  whom  neither  re- 
pent  nor  believe  to  this  day.  Look  round,  au'i 
see  iiovv  many  of  them  are  still  in  appareii! 
danger  of  damnation.  And  how  can  vou  wal': 
and  talk,  and  be  merry  with  such  people,  when 
you  know  their  case  ?  When  you  look  them  in 
the  face  you  should  break  forth  into  tears,  as 
the  f)rophet  did  when  he  looked  upon  Haza(  1, 
and  then  set  on  them  with  the  most  vehemenf 
exhortations.  O,  for  God's  sake,  and  the  saki; 
of  poor  souls,  bestir  yourselves,  and  spare  W) 
pains  that  may  conduce  to  their  salvation  ! 

M'hat  VTiw^Q,  have  v/o  to  bleed  before  the  Lor'> 
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that  we  have  so  long  ne<;lected  this  ^ood  work ! 
If  we  had  hut  eng«ij»ed  in  it  soonc^r,  how  many 
more  mit^ht  have  b(;en  brou<rht  toC'hrist/  And 
liow  much  holier  and  hai)pier  mi;^lit  our  socie- 
ties liave  been  betore  now?  And  why  irxir!;ht  we 
not  have  done  it  sooner  ?  There  were  many  hin- 
drnnces  :  and  so  there  alwavs  will  be.  Ihit  tlu; 
f^rea-est  hindrance  is  in  ourselves,  in  our  little, 
ness  of  faith  and  love. 

But  it  is  objected,  I.  *'■  This  will  take  up  so 
much  time  we  shall  not  have  leisure  to  follow 
our  studies."  V/e  answer,  1.  Gaining  know- 
ledge is  a  good  thing,  but  saving  souls  is  a  bet- 
ter. 2.  By  this  very  thing  you  will  gain  the 
most  excellent  knowledge,  that  of  God  and  eter- 
nity. J^.  You  will  have  time  for  gaining  other 
knowledge  too.  Only  sleep  not  more  than  yo'i 
need  ;  "  and  never  be  idle,  or  tritlingly  employ- 
ed."  But,  4.  If  you  can  do  but  one,  let  your 
studies  alone.  We  ought  to  throw  by  all  tho 
libraries  in  the  world,  rather  than  be  guilty  of 
the  loss  of  one  soul. 

It  is  objected,  II.  **The  people  will  not  sub- 
mit to  it."  If  some  will  not,  others  will.  And 
the  success  with  them,  will  repay  all  your  la- 
bour. O  let  us  herein  follow  the  example  of 
iSt.  Paul.  1.  For  our  general  business,  Scrvin{!; 
the  Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind:  2.  Our  spe- 
cial work,  Talo.  heed  to  yourselves^  ami  to  all  the 
fioek:  J^.  Our  doctrine.  Repentance  towards  God^ 
ard    faith    towards   our    Lord   Jesus    Chrht: 
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•1.  TIio  placf,  ./  have /(mar/tf  yoif  pahiicf.'/y  and 
from  lioufiC  to  house :  5. TJiu  object  and  nKinncr  of 
loachiiij::,  I  ceased  not  to  wftni  tcerij  one,  ni^fht 
and  daf/j  wiih  tears:  0.  ilis  innocciice  and  sell'- 
iltMiial  herein,  I  have  coveted  no  man's  silver  or 
<fo1d:  7.  His  patience,  Neither  count  I  my  life 
dear  unto  myself.  And  ainon'r  all  olher  niotivej>», 
lot  tlieyc  be  ever  belbrc  our  eyes;  1.  The 
t'hifreh  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased  villi 
his  own  blood,  2,  (rridcus  wolves  shall  enter 
'in;  yea,  of  yourselves  shall  men  arise  speak  in  s^ 
perverse  things. 

Write  tliis  upon  your  licarts,  and  it  uill  i]o 
vou  more  cood  than  tMxntv  vears  study.  Then 
\ou  will  have  no  time  to  spare  :  You  will  have 
\vork  enough.  Then  like\\isc  no  preaclier  will 
»stay  with  us  who  is  as  salt  that  has  lost  its  sa- 
vour. For  to  such,  this  employment  would  be 
more  dradixcrv.  And  in  order  to  it,  vou  will 
Lave  need  of  all  the  laiowledge  you  can  pro- 
cure,  and  grace  you  can  attain. 

The  sum  is,  go  into  every  house  in  course, 
;jnd  teach  every  one  therein,  young  and  old,  to 
be  christians  inwardly  and  outwjirdly  ;  make 
every  particular  ])lain  to  their  understandings ; 
fix  it  in  their  minds  ;  write  it  on  their  hearts.  In 
order  to  this,  their  must  he  line  upon  line,  pre- 
cept upon  precept.  What  patience,  what  love, 
what  knowledge  is  requisite  for  this !  We  must 
needs  do  this,  were  it  only  to  avoid  idleness. 
3)o  \V9  not  joitcr  awav  manv  hnui-s  in  everv 
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>vcok  ?  Kach  Irv  liiiiisoll*:  No  idlouc^-.-;  is  rxm- 
xistont  with  a  growth  in  ^race.  Nnv,  without. 
<;xactncss  in  rodc.eirunfv  tiuio,  you  oanuot  retain 
the  ^racc  you  roceivo  in  justilication. 

Qursf,  1\  Why  arc  we  not  more  holy?  Wliy 
do  we  not  live  in  etiu'nity  ?  Walk  with  Cod  all 
the  (lav  lonir  ?  Whv  are  wo  not  all  devoted  t<» 
(iod?  Brcalliii)i{  tlui  whole  sniril  of  niissiona. 
1  ics  ? 

AnsiL\  Chlollv  horau?e  wc  arc  entln'siasts': 
looking  tor  the  end  witliout  using  the  moan.^'. 
To  touch  only  u))on  two  or  three  instances  f 
>Vlio  ot'  us  rises  at,  tour  or  even  at  live,  when, 
we  do  not  preach?  l»o  w(;  know  the  ohligatiou 
iUid  henellt  ot  lastin;^^  or  ahstinence  ?  How  often 
do  we  practice  it?  Tlx^  nc<;lect  of  this  alone  is 
suflicient  to  account  rbr  our  teehlen^ss  and  faint - 
tioss  of  spirit.  We  nrti  contir^nally  grieving; 
the  Holy  K^})int  of  (lod  hy  the  habitual  n<!glecT: 
of  a  plain  duty,     hvt  us  amend  from  this  hour. 

(2i'rst,  J5.  How  shall  wc  guard  n^'ainst  sab- 
halh-breaking,  cvil-spcaking,  improtitable  con- 
versation, lightness,  expensiveness  or  gaiety  cf 
appar(d,  and  contracting  debts  without  due  care 
to  discharge  them  ? 

Answ.  1.  Let  i!s  preach  expressly  o!i  oacli 
of  these  heads.  2.  Ht^ad  in  every  society 
tiie  sermon  on  evil  speaking.  '^.  Let  the  lead> 
^Ms  closely  exanune  and  exhorl,  (ncry  persoit 
\.)  put  away  the  accursed  thinir.  4.  Let  th< 
preachers  wa^ji  even-  ><m4'  tv,  tiiat.  n«^n«*  w}»'> 
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i-^  gnillv  lierriii  onn  rcmnin  with  ii?^.  5.  Ex- 
tirpate  buying  or  soiliii«r  goods  wliich  have  not 
paid  the  duty  laid  upon  thon  by  government, 
out  ofour  churcli.  Let  none  remain  with  us 
who  will  not  totally  abstain  from  this  evil  in 
every  kind  and  degree.  Extirpate  bribery, 
receiving  any  thing  directly  or  indirectly,  for 
voting  at  any  election.  Shew  no  respect  to 
persons  herein,  but  exped  all  that  touch  the 
accursed  thing.  And  strongly  advise  our 
people  to  discountenance  all  treats  given  by 
candidates  bei.  >re  or  at  elections,  and  not  to 
be  partaker-i,  in  any  respect,  of  such  inicpii- 
lous  practices. 

srcTio^  XV. 

Of  the  Ins!  rud  ion  of  Child  re  n. 

Quest,  What  shall  we  do  for  the  rising  g^> 
ne ration  ? 

AnsLv,  1.  Let  him  vvlio  is  zealous  for  God 
^\m\  X\\o  souls  of  men,  begiii  now. 

2.  Where  there  are  ten  children,  whose 
parents  will  allow  it,  meet  them  an  hour  once 
:.'  Aveek  :  but  wiiere  this  is  impracticable,  meet 
them  once  in  tv/o  weeks. 

t].  Procure  our  instructions  or  catechisms 
for  them,  and  let  all  who  can,  read  and  com- 
init  them  to  m(;morv. 

4.  J'lxpluin  and  impress  them  upon  th^ir 
h^'firts. 
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5.  Talk  with  them  every  time  ^ou  sec  an\ 
at  home. 

0.  Pray  earnestly  for  Ihem  :  and  dilifjentlv 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  at  their  own 
houses. 

7-  As  far  as  practicable,  it  shall  be  tlie  duty 
of  every  preacher  of  a  circuit  or  station,  to 
obtain  the  names  of  tiio  children  bek>nfrinfj  to 
his  congregations,  to  form  them  into  classes,  for 
the  purprsc  of  giving  them  religious  instruction, 
to  instruct  them  regularly  himself,  as  much 
fj.s  his  other  duties  will  allow, — to  appoint  a 
iniitable  leader  for  each  class  who  shall  mstruct 
them  in  his  absence,  and  to  leave  his  suc^ 
cossor  a  correci;  account  of  cacli  class  thu..-? 
formed  with  the  nanifj  of  its  Leader. 

8.  Preach  expressly  on  education :  **  But  i 
liave  no  gift  for  this."  Pray  earnestly  for  th{; 
jxift,  and  use  every  other  means  to  attain  it. 
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SECTION  xvr. 

Of  empJoyinff  07/r  time  profifabh/,  U'hen  we  are 
not  travelling,  or  engaged  in  imhlic  Exer, 
clscs. 

Quest,  1.  What  general  method  of  employ, 
ing  our  lime  shall  we  advise  ] 

Answ,  We  advise  you,  1.  As  often  as  pos, 
w^ible  to  rise  at  four.  2.  From  four  to  five  in 
ihi}  morning,  and  from  five  to  six  in  the  even. 
in  IT,  to  meditate,  pray,  and  read  ^ho  scrirturo- 
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•with  notes,  mid  the  closely  practical  parts  of 
what  Mr.  Westley  has  j)ublished.  2.  PVoiri 
m  in  the  iiiorning  till  tw(dve,  (allowing  an 
hour  for  breakfast)  read,  with  much  prayer, 
t?oinc  of  our  best  religious  tracts. 

Quest,  Why  is  it  that  the  people  under  our 
care  are  not  better? 

A72SW.  Other  reasons  may  concur,  but  the 
chief  is,  because  we  are  not  more  knowing 
and  more  holv. 

Quest,  3.  But  why  are  we  not  more  knowing? 

A?isw,  Because  we  are  idle.  We  forget  our 
first  rule,  "  Be  diligent. — Never  be  unemploy- 
rd.  Never  be  tridingly  employed.  Neither 
spend  any  more  time  at  any  place  than  is 
ttrictlv  necessary.'*  We  fear  there  is  alto- 
gether  a  fault  in  this  matter,  aad  that  few  of 
us  are  clear. — Which  of  us  spend  as  many 
hours  a  day  in  God's  work,  as  we  did  formerly 
iii  man's  work?  We  talk,  talk — or  read  what 
comes  next  to  hand.  We  must,  absolutely 
must  cure  this  evil,  or  betray  the  cause  of 
God.  But  how?  1.  Read  the  most  useful 
hooks,  and  that  regularly  and  constantly. 
2.  Steadily  spend  all  the  morning  in  this  em- 
ployment, or  at  least  five  hours  in  four  and 
twenty.  "But  I  have  no  taste  for  reading.'* 
Contract  a  taste  for  it  by  use,  or  return  to 
your  former  employment.  "But  I  have  no 
hooks."  Be  diligent  to  spread  the  books,  and 
^'ou  will  have  the  use  of  them. 
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SECTION  xvir. 

Of   Ike    ncccssily    of    Union    among 
oi/rselces. 

Let  us  be  deeply  sensible  (from  wliat  wo 
liave  known)  of  the  evil  of  a  division  in 
principle,  spirit,  or  practice,  and  the  dreadful 
consequences  to  ourselves  and  others.  If  we 
are  united,  w  hat  can  stand  before  us  ?  If  we 
divide,  we  shall  destroy  ourselves,  the  work  of 
God,  and  the  souls  of  our  people. 

Quest.  What  can  be  done  in  order  to  a 
closer  union  with  each  other? 

A?isw,  1.  Let  us  be  deeply  convinced  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  it. 

2.  Pray  earnestly  for,  and  speak  freely  to 
each  other. 

J3.  When  wc  meet,  let  us  never  part  without 
prayer. 

4.  Take  great  care  not  to  despise  each 
other's  gifts. 

5.  Never  speak  lightly  of  each  other. 

(3.  Let  us  defend  each  other's  character 
in  every  thing,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with 
truth. 

7.  Labour,  in  honour,  each  to  prefer  the 
other  b(  fore  himself. 

8.  Wv  recommend  a  serious  perusal  of  The 
Causesy  EvilSf  and  Cures  of  hcnrt  and  ehrrh 
Diris-itrus. 
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SECTIO^i'  XVIII. 

Of  the  7iielaod  hy  itliich  immoral  iravcllivir  Ml' 
nisters  or  Preachers  shall  be  brought  to  trials 
found  guilti/,  and  reproved  or  suspended  in 
tlie.  intervals  of  the  Coifferences,'^ 

Quest,  1.  What  .shall  l)o  done  wlien  an  .  Icier, 
deacon,  or  preacher,  is  under  report  of  uc'iu<i 
guilty  of  so?ne  crime,  cx})ressly  forbidden  ia 
the  word  of  God,  as  an  iincliristian  practice, 
:>u(iicieiit  to  exclude  a  person  from  the  kingdora 
of  "race  and  ^\oi'y ? 

Answ,  Let  the  presiding  elder,  in  the  ab- 
thence  of  a  bishop,  call  as  many  travelling 
ministers  as  ho  siiall  tliiuk  fit,  at  least  three  : 
and  if  possible  bring  the  accused  and  the 
accuser  face  to  face.  If  the  person  be  clearly 
convicted,  he  shall  be  suspended  from  all  ofn- 
cial  services  in  the  church,  till  the  ensiiinrr 
armio^  conference  ;  at  which  his  case  shall  be 
fully  considered  and  delermined.  But  if  the 
accused  be  a  presidin<r  elder,  the  preachers 
must  call  in  the  presiding  elder  of  the  neigh- 
bouring district,  who  is  required  to  attend,  and 
preside  at  the  trial. 

If  the  accused  and  accuser  cannot  be  brought 
face  to  face,  but  the  supposed  delinquent  flees^ 
from  trial,  it  shull  be  received  as  a  presumptive 
proof  of  guilt ;  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  two 
or  three    witnesses   he   shall  be  condemned. 


*  For  tl)'^  tr";il  of  a  Ci^'h^p,  pco  8ecfIoii  IV. 
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Nevcrtlieless,  even  in  that  case,  the  annual 
fonferenee  shall  re-consider  and  determine  the 
whole  matter. 

Quest,  2,  What  shall  be  done  in  cases  of 
improper  tempers,  words,  or  actions  1 

Answ.  The  person  so  otlending  shall  bo 
reprehended  by  his  senior  in  oflice.  Should  a 
second  transgression'  take  place,  one,  two,  or 
three  ministers  or  preachers  are  to  be  taken  as 
witnesses.  If  he  be  not  then  cured,  he  shall 
be  tried  at  the  next  aanuai  conference,  and,  if 
found  guilty  and  iinpenitent,  shall  be  expelled 
from  the  connexion,  and  his  name  so  returned 
in  the  minutes  of  the  conference. 

Quest,  3.  What  shall  be  done  with  those 
rainisters  or  preachers,  who  h.old  and  dissemi- 
nate publicly  or  privately,  doctrine^  which  are 
contrary  to  our  articles  of  religion? 

Ans70,  Let  ihe  snme  process  be  observed  ns 
in  cases  of  gross  immorality :  but  if  the  mi- 
!\ister  or  preacher  so  olfending  do  solemnly 
eniiaoe  not  to  disseminate  sueli  erroneous  doc- 
irines  in  public  or  in  private,  he  shall  be  borne 
whh,  till  his  case  be  laid  before  the  next 
annual  conference,  vhich  shall  det(;rmine  the 
matter. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  in  all  the  above- 
mentioned  cases  of  trial  and  conviction,  an 
appeal  to  tlie  ensuing  general  conference  shall 
}»n  allowed,  if  the  condenuKHl  person   sifinify 
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his  intention  to  appeal,  at  tho  time  ot*  his  coii- 
ccnnuition,  or  at  nny  time;  thereafter  w  hen  lie 
i:i  informed  thereol'. 

In  all  the  above-mentioned  cases,  it  shall  h^^ 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  nnnnal  con- 
fin*encc,  to  keep  re^^^dar  minutes  of  the  trial, 
inchulin<j;  all  the  questions  proposed  to  th<r 
witnesses,  and  their  answers,  together  with 
the  crime  with  wlii<"h  the  accused  is  charged, 
the  specification  or  speciiications,  and  also 
preserve  all  the  documents  relating  to  tlic 
ease  ;  which  minutes  and  documents  only,  in 
rase  of  an  appeal  from  t)ie  decision  of  an 
Jiunual  conference  shall  be  presented  to  th-,' 
general  conference,  m  evidence  on  the  case. 
And  in  all  cases,  when  an  appeal  is  made,  and 
.•jdmitted  by  the  general  conference,  the  appel- 
lant shall  either  state  personally,  or  by  his 
representative,  (v/ho  shall  be  a  member  of  th<? 
conference),  tlie  grounds  of  his  appeal,  shew- 
ing cause  why  he  appeals,  and  he  shall  bo 
allowed  to  make*  his  deience  witliout  interrup- 
tion. After  which  the  representatives  of  the 
annual  conference,  fn^m  whose  decision  the 
appeal  is  made,  sludl  he  miittcd  to  res})ond 
in  presence  of  \S.\^^.  appellant,  who  shall  have 
the  j)rivilego  of  replying  to  such  representatives, 
>vhich  shall  close  tiu;  pleadings  on  l)()th  sides. 
Tliis  done,  the  appellant  siiail  wiihdrav»\  aii.i 
TJie  confercnee  shall  deeid«\ 
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J[nm  lo  irrcudv  for  Ike  Circuits  in  tiwc  of  Con. 
jercncc,   and  lo   -preserve   and  increase  the 
Work  of  God* 

Quest.  What  can  he  done  to  supply  the  cir- 
cuits during  (he  sittings  of  the  conferences? 

Answ.  1.  Let  all  tlie  appointments  stand  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  tlie  circuit. 

2.  Engage  as  many  local  preachers  and  ex. 
hortcrs  as  will  supply  them;  and  let  them  h(^ 
paid  for  their  time  in  proportion  to  the  aliov;- 
ance  of  the  travelling  preachers. 

3.  If  preacliers  and  exhorters  cannot  attend, 
it3t  some  person  of  ability  be  appointed  in  every 
.society,  to  sing,  pray,  and  read  one  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  serniony. 

4.  Ikit  if  that  cannot  be  done,  let  there  ])e 
prf^ying-nieetings. 

SECTION    XX. 

Of  iJic  Local  Preachers, 

Quest,  1.  Wliat  directions  shall  be  given 
<:oncerning  local  preachers  / 

Ansiv.  i.  There  shall  be  held  annually  in 
^ach  presiding  elders  district,  a  district  con- 
ference, of  which  all  the  local  preachers  in 
the  district,  who  shah  have  been  licensed  two 
years  shall  l)e  members  ;  and  of  which  the 
presiding  elder  of  the  district  for  the  time  bein^ 
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•sliall  l)(*  president  ;  or  in  c:i?o  of  his  absence, 
the  conlerenee  .shall  have  authority  to  elect  a 
president  pro  teni.  I(  ^hall  h(3  the  duty  of  the; 
presiding  elder  of  each  district  to  appoint  tln^ 
time  and  place  of  the  first  conference,  after 
which  the  presiding  elder  shall  appoint  tlu? 
time,  and  the  confidence  the  j)laco  of  its  own 
sittiniT.  Provided,  that  if  anv  district  conle- 
rence  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  hold  its  regular 
sessions,  th(ui  the  quarterly  meeting  confe- 
rences of  the  circuits  and  stations  respectively, 
siiall  have  authority  to  transact  the  business  o)' 
ilia  district  conference. 

2.  The  district  conference  shall  have  autho- 
rity  to  license  proper  p^^rsons  to  preach,  and 
renew  their   hcense,    annually,    when    in  th(; 
judgment  of  the   said  conference,  their  gift^. 
grace  and  usefulness  will    v/arrant   sucli    re- 
newal ;  to  recommend  suitable    candidates  to 
the  annual   (*onferenco  for  deacon's  or  cider's 
orders,  in    the  local  connexion,  and    to   trv, 
suspend,  expel,  or  acquit  any  local  preacher 
ill  the  district,  airainst  wliom  charges   may  he 
brought.     Provided^  that  no  person  shall    bo 
licensed  or  recommended    for  admission   into 
the  travelling  connexion,  without   being  i\x^\ 
recommended  by  tlie   quarterly  eonf(;rence  of 
the  circuit  or  station  to  which  he  belonf^s  ;  nor 
shall  any  one  be  licenscid  to  preach,  or  recoir - 
mended   to    tiie    annual    conference  for  ordi. 
nation,    without  iirst  bein'^   exumiued  in    ti  • 
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district  conference  on  the  subjects  of  doctrine, 
and  discipline. 

3.  The  district  conference  shall  take  co«r- 
nizanco  of  all  the  local  preachers  in  the  dis« 
trict,  and  shall  inquire  into  the  gifts,  la- 
hours,  and  usefulness  of  each  preacher  by 
name. 

4.  When  charges  are  preferred  against  any 

local  preacher,    it  ehall   be  the  duty  of  th(? 

preacher  in  charge  to  call  a  committee  consifet- 

ing  of  three  or  more  local  preachers  within 

the  station,  circuit  or  district,  before  whom  it 

shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accused  to  appear,  and 

by  whom  he  shall   be   acquitted,  or,  if  found 

guilty,  be  suspended  until  the  meeting  of  th(i 

next  district  conference,  and  the  preacher  ia 

charge    shall    cause    exact   minutes    of    the 

<  barges,  testimony,  and  examination,  together 

with  the  decision  of  the  committee,  to  be  laid 

before  the   district  conference,  where  it  shall 

be  the  duty   of  the  accused  to  appear.     And 

the  president  of  the  said   district  conferenco 

shall,  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial,  ap. 

point  a  secretary,  who  shall  take  down  regu- 

lar  minutes  of  the  evidence,  and  proceedings^ 

of  the  trial ;  which   minutes,  when  read  and 

approved,  shall   be  signed  by  the  said  pre* 

sident,  and  also  by  the  members  of  the  said 

district    conference,    or    by   a   majority   of 

them. 

>\nd  ill  C'ise  cf  condemualion.,   the  Izzd 
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preacher,  deacon,  or  elder,  condeimied,  shall 
bo  allowed  an  ajjpeal  to  the  iie\*  .".Viiual  con- 
ference, provided  that  he  signify  t  the  said 
district  conference,  his  determination  to  ap- 
peal ;  in  which  case  the  said  president  shall 
lay  the  minutes  of  the  trial  ahove-nientioncd 
before  tlie  said  annual  conference,  at  whicli 
the  local  preacher,  deacon,  or  elder,  so  ap- 
pealing, may  appear :  and  the  said  annual 
t^'onference  shall  judoje  and  linally  determine 
from  the  minutes  of  the  said  trial,  so  laid  be- 
Ibre  them. 

5.  When  a  local  elder  or  deacon  shall  bo 
expelled,  the  president  of  the  conference  shall 
require  of  him  the  credentials  of  his  ordination, 
to  be  filed  with  the  papers  of  the  annual  con- 
ference, within  the  limits  of  which  the  expul- 
sion has  taken  place.  And  should  he  at  any 
tiiture  time  produce  to  the  annual  conference, 
a  certificate  of  his  restoration,  signed  by  the 
president  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of 
the  district  conference,  his  credentials  shall  hr, 
restored  to  him. 

6.  A  licensed  local  preacher  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  ollice  of  a  deacon,  after  he  has  preached 
for  four  years  from  the  time  he  received  a 
regular  license,  and  has  obtained  a  testimonial 
from  the  district  conference  to  which  he  be- 
longs, after  proper  examination,  signed  by  the 
president,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary, 
■Tnd  his  character'  has  passed  in  exanunation 
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before,  and  he  has  obtained  the  appioblilion  oi 
the  annnal  conlenMicc, 

7.  A  local  deacon  shall  be  eli<Tihlc  to  the 
olFice  of  an  elder,  aft(;r  he  has  preached  fonr 
years  from  the  tinje  he  was  ordained  a  deacon, 
and  has  obtained  a  reoonnnendation  from  the 
district  conference  of  which  lie  is  a  member, 
certifying  his  fjualifications  in  doctrine,  dis. 
cipline,  talents,  and  usefulness,  sit^ned  by  the 
president  and  conntorsiijjned  bv^  the  secretary 
ife  shall,  if  he  cannot  attend,  send  to  the 
annual  conference  such  reconunendation,  and 
a  note  certifying  his  belief  in  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  our  church  :  the  whole  being 
examined  by  the  annual  conference,  and  if  ap- 
proved he  may  be  ordained  ;  provided,  never- 
thcless,  no  slave-holder  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
oiiice  of  an  elder  or  deacon,  where  the  lawT? 
will  admit  of  emancipatii)n,  and  permit  the 
liberated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom. 

8.  Every  local  elder,  deacon,  and  prcaclioi 
shall  have  his  name  recorded  on  the  journ:il 
of  the  Quarterly  meetinjx  conference  of  which 
he  is  a  meml)er.  And  every  licensed  local 
preacher  shall  have  his  name  enrolled  on  a 
<'lass  paper,  and  meet  in  class,  if  the  distanct^ 
of  his  place  of  residence  from  any  class  be  no! 
too  great ;  or,  in  neglect  thereof,  the  district 
conierenct^  if  they  judge  it  proper,  maydc- 
prive  him  of  his  ministerial  office. 

^V'henover   a   lo^al  proaf^h^^r  Fhall  remove 
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from  one  oiroiiit  to  nnolher,  he  shnl]  proriin^ 
from  the  prosidiiif^  older  of  the  district,  or  the 
preacher  havinf^  the  rliargo  of  the  circuit,  a 
certificate  of  his  olficial  standinor  in  the  church 
nt  the  time  of  his  removal,  without  which  he 
shall  not  be  received  as  a  local  preacher  iu 
other  places. 

No  preacher  among  us  shall  distil  or  retail 
^'pirituous  liquors,  without  forfeiting  his  oflifial 
standing. 


fciicTioN  xxr. 
Of  Baptism, 

1.  Let  every  adult  person,  and  the  parents 
of  every  child  to  be  baptized,  have  the  choice* 
either  of  immersion,  sprinkling,  or  pouring. 

2.  Wo  will  on  no  account  whatever  receive 
a  present  for  administering  baptism  or  foi* 
burying  the  dead. 

SKCTION  xxn. 
Of  the  Lord's  Svpprr. 

Quest,  1.  Are  there  any  directions  to  be 
^ivon  concerning  the  administration  of  ihr^ 
Lord's  Supper  ? 

Answ.  1.  Let  tho«?e  who  have  scruples 
concerning  the  receiving  of  it  kneeling,  be 
permitted  to  receive  it  either  standing  or 
sitting. 

2.  I lOt  no  person  that  is  not  a  member  of 
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our  churcli,  be  admitted  to  the  communion, 
without  exaininatirai,  aiid  Home  token  given  by 
un  elder  or  deacon. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Lcrd'c^ 
Supper  among  us,  who  is  guilty  of  any  practice 
for  which  wo  would  exclude  a  member  of  our 
'•hurcli. 

SECTION  xxni. 

Of  Public  Woj'shij), 

Qucsl,  Wliat  directions  shall  bo  given  fur 
file  establishment  of  uniformity  in  public  wor- 
whip  amongst  us,  on  the  Lord's  day? 

Anstc,  1.  Let  the  morning  service  consist  of 
hinging,  prayer,  the  reading  of  a  chapter  out 
of  the  Old  Testament,  and  another  out  of  the 
New,  and  preaching. 

2.  Let  the  afternoon  service  consist  of  sing. 
'u\<T^  prayer,  the  reading  of  one  or  two  chapters 
out  of  the  Bible,  and  preaching. 

J3.  Let  the  evening  service  consist  of  sing. 
ing,  prayer,  and  preaching. 

4.  But  on  the  days  of  administering  the 
Lord's  Supper,  the  two  chapters  in  the  morning 
service,  mav  bo  omitted. 

5.  In  administering  the  ordinances,  and  in 
the  burial  of  the  dead,  let  the  form  of  discipline 
invariably  be  used.  Let  the  Lord's  prayer 
also  be  used  on  all  occasions  of  public  wor- 
^•hip  in  concluding  the  first  praver,   «iu.l  the 
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ftpostolic  benediction  in  dismissing  the  roiigrc. 
gation. 

6.  I<et  the  society  be   mot,  whorovor  it  is 
practicable,  on  the  sabbath  day. 


SECTIO;^  xxiv. 

Of  the  Spirit  and  Truth  oj  Shiging, 

Quest,  How  shall  we  guard  against  formalit} 
in  singing  ? 

Answ.  L  By  choosing  such  hymns  as  are 
proper  for  the  congregation. 

2.  By  not  singing  too  much  at  once  ;  soldoin 
more  than  five  or  six  verses. 

3.  By  suiting  the  tune  to  the  w^ords. 

4.  By  often  stopping  short,  and  asking  thf 
people,  **  Now  !  do  you  know  what  you  said 
last  ?  Did  you  speak  no  more  than  you 
felt  ? '' 

5.  Do  not  suffer  the  people  to  sing  too  slow. 
This  naturally  tends  to  formality,  and  i.- 
brought  in  by  those  who  have  cither  vctv 
»-:trong  or  very  weak  voices. 

0.  In  every  large  society  let  them  loarn  to 
.sing ;    and   let   them  always  loam  our  tunrs 

f'TSt. 

7.  Let  the  women  constantly  sing  th^ir 
parts  alone.  Let  no  man  sing  with  thcin 
unless  he  understands  the  notes,  and  siu-y- 
tho  bass  a«»  it  is  comnosed  in  the  tune  book 


^ec.  X:  1.  ti'iiar  and  tiu'th  or  mac;i-\(^ 


vr: 


8.  Iiitroduce  no  now  tunc  till  thoy  aro  pei . 
iect  in  the  oM. 

9.  Recommend  our  tune  book.  And  if  you 
rannot  sing  yoursell'  choose  ii  person  or  two  at 
each  place  to  pitch  the  tune  for  you. 

10.  Exhort  every  person  in  the  congregation 
to  sing ;  not  one  in  ten  only. 

11.  Sing  no  hymns  of  your  own  coni- 
posuig. 

12.  If  a  preacher  be  present,  let  him  alone 
give  out  the  words. 

18.  Wiien  the  singers  would  teach  a  tune 
to  the  congregation,  they  must  sing  only  the 
traior. 

14.  Let  it  be  recommended  to  our  peoph\ 
not  to  attend  the  singing  schools  whicli  are  nc>t. 
tmder  our  direction. 

15.  The  preachers  are  desired  not  to  cn- 
couraoje  the    sinirin^  of  fuf^e    tunes    in    our 

r?  Oct  o 

( onrrrerrations. 

1(3.  We  do  not  think  that  fuge  tunes  are 
sinful,  or  improper  to  be  used  in  private  com. 
pnnies  :  but  we  do  not  approve  of  their  being 
used  in  our  public  congregations,  because 
public  singing  is  a  part  of  divine  worship,  in 
which  all  the  conrjrcGation  ought  to  join. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


MICTION    I. 


The  NaUtre,  Design,  ond  General  Rules  of  our 

United  Societies, 

(1)  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1739,  ei^^ht 
or  ten  persons  came  to  Mr.  Wesley,  in  London, 
^vho  appeared  to  be  dr  eply  convinced  of  sin. 
and  earnestly  <j;roani.i<,»"  for  redemption.  They 
desired  (as  did  two  or  three  more  the  next  day) 
that  he  would  spend  some  time  with  them  in 
prayer,  and  advise  them  how  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come;  which  tli.y  saw  continually 
Jionginsi'  ovei  their  head^.  That  he  miffht  have 
more  time  for  this  oreat  work,  he  appointed  a 
day  V.  hen  they  might  all  come  together  ;  which 
from  thence  forward  they  did  every  week, 
narnely,  on  Thursday  in  the  evening.  7'o 
tl.ese,  and  as  many  more  as  desired  to  join  w ith 
them  (for  their  number  increased  daily)  he  ^ave 
lliose  advices  from  time  to  time  which  he  judged 
most  needful  fur  them ;  and  they  always  con- 
cluded their  meetings,  with  prayer,  suited  to 
their  several  necessities. 

(2)  Thio'  was  the  rise  of  the  United  Soote- 
TY,  first  in  Europe  and  then  in  Ampriea,  Sura 
a  society  is  no  other  than  ''  a  company  of  mtii 
having  the  form  and  seeking  the  power  o^God- 
iiiwss,  united,  in  order  to  pray  together,  to  re. 
eficc  the  iivrd  of  exhortation,  and  to  watch  ovr" 
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one  another  hi  love,  that  they  man  ^^'^P  ^^^^^^ 
a -Iter  to  work  out  their  saJ  cation,'^ 

(3)  That  it  may  the  more  easily  be  discern- 
ed, whether  they  are  indeed  working  ont  their 
own  salvation;  each  society  is  divided  into 
smaller  companies,  called  classes,  accordini; 
to  their  respective  places  of  abode.  There 
;ire  about  twelve  persons  in  a  class ;  one  of 
whom  is  styled  The  Leader, — It  is  his  duty, 

I.  To  see  each  person  in  his  class  once  a 
week  nt  least ;  in  order, 

I.  To  inquire  liow  t.hcir  souls  prosper: 

*J.  To  advise,  reprove,  comfort,  or  exhort,  as 
occasion  may  require  : 

I^.  To  receive  what  thev  ire  wlilin":  to  give, 
towards  the  relief  of  the  prcLchcrs,  church  and 
poor.* 

II.  To  meet  the  ministers  and  the  stewards 
of  the  society  once  a  week  :  in  order, 

1.  To  inform  the  minister  of  any  that  are 
sick,  or  of  anv  that  walk  disordr-rly,  and  will 

t  be  reproved. 

2.  To  pay    the  stewards  wliat    they   havo 
civcd  of  their  several   classes  in  the  week 

i  rpcedir!::^. 

(?.)  There  is  only  one  condition  previously 
T'^quired  of  thr».-e  v.Iio  desire  admission  intu 
rli''.se  societies,  r  desire  to  fj  p  fro.n  th<'  vraih  t  > 

'  This  p;.rt  reiVrs  lo  towiirf  und  cilici;,  where  the 
poor  are   nencrallv   nv.merons,  ond  r^iui^'h  f-xnenrp;? 
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comCy  and  lo  he  saved  fro7n  their  sln^, — i)ut 
^v'hcrovcrthis  is  vciiUv  fixeti  iu  the  soul,  it  will 
Iwi  shewn  by  its  rruit>'.  It  is  thorcfoie  expected 
oi'  tili  who  coTiti?inc  therein,  that  thcv  shoiihi 
<'ontinuc  to  evidence  their  desire   of  salvatiui:. 

First,  By  doin^v  no  harm,  by  avoiding-  evil  ut' 
i'\ery  kind,  espeeially  tliat  which  is  most  ge. 
lu^nlly  practised  :  such  as. 

The  takin;^  of  the  name  of  Cod  in  vain. 

The  profaning-  the  day  of  the  Lord,  cither 
by  doin"'  ordinary  work  thcreiii,  or  bv  buvinji 
or  scllinjr. 

Drunkenness :  or  drinking  spirituous  liquors. 
unless  in  cases  of  necessity. 

The  hiif/ifiir  and  sellutg  of  wen,  women,  and 
children^  with  an  mteiUion  to  enslave  them, 

Figu'ing,  quarrolliiig,  brawiin^^jf,  brother 
.^olug  to  law  wiih  brother;  returning  evil  lur 
'nil ;  or  railing  for  raihng ;  the  zis'wg  maitji 
"nordii  ill  buyino:  or  soUinir. 

The  buying  or  selling  gondtS  that  hare  not  pa  hi 
the  difti/. 

The  giving  or  taking  things  en  vsuri/j  i,  c . 
unlawful  interest. 

Ui'icharifahle  or  i/i^profifahlc  conversation : 
particularly  speaking  evil  of  magistrates  or  oi 
ministers. 

Doing  to  others  as  we  v.ould  not  they  should 
jIo  unto  us. 

Doing  wliat  w^  know  is  not  for  the  glorv  o* 
<ind:    As. 
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77<r  iiutt'uig  on  of  gold  and  cosily  ajjjnnrL 

The  taking  such  diccrsions  us  cannot  be  used 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  singing  those  songs,  or  reading  those 
hooJiS,  which  do  not  tend  to  the  knowledge  or 
iijve  of  God. 

{Softness,  and  needless  self-indulgence. 

leaving  up  treasure  upon  eanli. 

Borrowing  without  a  probability  of  paying  : 
or  taking  up  goods  without  a  probability  ot 
paying  for  them. 

(5)  It  is  expected  of  all  wlio  c  itinue  in 
these  societies  that  they  should  continue  ti^ 
evidence  their  desire  of  salvation. 

Secondly,  By  doing  good,  by  being  in  o\cry 
Kind  merciful  after  their  power,  as  they  have 
t'jportunity,  doing  good  of  every  possible  sort;, 
and  as  tar  as  is  possible,  tc  all  men  ; 

To  their  bodies,  of  the  ability  which  God 
irivetli,  by  giving  food  to  the  hungry,  by  cloth- 
ing  the  naked,  by  visiting  or  helping  them  that 
:nv,  sick,  or  in  prison. 

To  their  souls,  by  instructing,  reproving  or 
'•xhorting  all  we  have  any  intercourse  with  ; 
Uampling  under  toot  that  enthusiastic  doctrine, 
fiiat  **  we  are  not  to  do  good,  unless  cvr  hearts 
be  free  to  it. 

By  doing  good,  especially  to  them  that  are 
mI'  the  houseliold  of  faith,  or  groaning  so  to 
ho ;  employing  them  preferably  to  otiierp, 
'''M\innf  one  »-f  another,    helping  eaeh    nth'^r 
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m  business :  und  so  much  tlic  more  be- 
cause the  world  ^vill  love  ils  own  and  them 
nhj. 

By  all  possible  diligence  xxn^  frugality^  that 
the  gospel  be  not  blamed. 

By  running  with  patience  the  race  which  is* 
8et  before  them,  denying  themselves,  mid 
talcing  iq)  their  cross  daily ;  submitting  to  bear 
the  reproach  of  Christ,  to  be  as  the  filth  and 
ofTscouring  of  the  world  ;  and  looking  that 
men  should  say  all  manner  of  evil  of  them  false- 
ly for  the  Lord's  sake, 

(6)  It  is  expected  of  ail  who  desire  to  con- 
tinue in  these  societies  that  they  should  continue 
to  evidence  their  desire  of  salvation, 

Thirdly,  By  attending  upon  all  the  ordi- 
nances  of  God  ;  Such  are, 

The  public  worship  of  God  : 

The  mini.'Stry  of  the  v/ord,  cither  read  or 
expounded  : 

The  supper  of  the  Lord  : 

I'amily  and  private  prayer : 

vSearching  the  Scriptures,  and 

Fasting  or  abstinence. 

(7)  These  are  the  general  rules  of  our 
{Societies ;  all  which  we  are  taught  of  God  to 
observe,  even  in  his  written  word,  which  is 
the  only  rule,  and  the  sufficient  rule  both  ot 
our  faith  and  practice.  And  all  these  we  know 
his  spirit  writes  on  truly  awakened  hearts.  If 
th'^^c  be  anv  amono:  u?  ^«ho  obs'^rvo  them  not. 
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who  habiuiiilly  break  any  of  them,  lot  it  be 
Jviiown  unto  them  who  watch  over  that  soul, 
as  they  who  must  ^ive  an  account.  We  will 
iidmonish  him  of  tbo  error  of  his  ways.  Wc 
will  bear  witli  him  for  a  season.  But,  if  then 
he  repent  not,  he  hath  no  more  place  iunon<'- 
us.     Wc  have  delivered  our  own  soiils. 


SECTION   II. 

Of  Class  Mecth^s, 

Quc^t.  1.  IIow  may  the  leaders  of  cla.<sC9 
{)C  rendered  more  useful  1 

Ansic,  1.  Let  each  of  them  b«5  dilinfcntlv 
examined  concerniii<2:  his  method  of  meetinn;  a 
« iass.  Let  this  be  done  with  all  possible  ex- 
jictness,  at  least  once  a  quarter.  In  order  to 
this,  take  sutHcieRt  time. 

:J.  Let  each  leader  carefully    inquire  how 
^'very  s(ml  in  his  class  prospers  :  not  only  how 
each  person  observes  the  outward  rules,  but 
how  he  grows  in  the  knov.ledge  and  love  of 
iJod. 

;h  Let  the  leaders  converse  with  tiiose  who 
have  the  charge  of  their  circuits,  frequently 
uiul  freely. 

Quest,  2.  Can  any  thing  more  be  done  in 
order  to  make  the  class  meetings  livclv  aud 
profitable  ? 

Anrii\\.  fhanpc  improper  lead'^rs. 
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'J.  }jvt  t\n)  loaders  frc(iUtMitly  meet  cacli 
othfi'.')'  classes. 

Jl  Let  us  ol)S(^rve  which  loaders  are  tli<'. 
most  iiserul :  And  let  these  meet  tlio  otiier 
classes  as  ot'teii  as  [)ossib]e, 

4.  {Sec  that  all  the  leaders  be  !iot  ouiv  men 
of  sound  judi»mei)t>  but  men  truly  devoted  to 
(iod. 

Quesi.  3  F  'W  shall  we  prevent  improper 
jxTsons  from  '  u^^i  •.  mating  themselves  into  the 
church  ? 

yinsw,  1.   (i'lvc  iiclcts  to  vonr  vntiJ  thri/  arr. 
rrconimrndf'd  bij  a  leader,  v'ilh  whom  /hej/  hnr< 
fn(i  at  least  .v/.i;  months  on  trial, 

2.  Give  notes  to  none  but  tfiose  who  are  re 
•  •onmiendcd  by  one  you  k)iow,  or  until  tliev 
have  met  three  or  lour  tinn\s  in  a  chiss. 

JL  Read  tlie  nues  to  them  the  first  time  th<'\ 
meet. 

Qucr^t,  4.  How  sludl  W(;  be  more  exact  in 
r-^ccivin«^  and  excluding  members  ? 

Answ.  The  oiiicial  num'ster  or  preach'T 
shall,  at  every  quarterly  meetinnr,  read  the 
names  of  those  tliat  are  received  and  ex- 
eluded. 

Quest,  5.  What  shall  we  do  with  those  mem. 
bois  of  our  church,  who  wiltully  and  repeated- 
ly  neglect  to  meet  their  class  ? 

Answ,  1.  Let  the  elder,  deacon,  or  one  o*' 
the  preachers,  visit  them,  whenever  it  v 
r.fM^t^;vVlo,  n/vA    '^xplo.in    to    th-^m   tho  coti 
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j-equenee    if   tliey  continue    to    ne<xlect,  vi/,. 
}'l\chision, 

li.  If  (hey  do  not  amend,  hH  him  \vho  lins 
the  charge  ol*  tiie  circuit,  (;\eliide  tliem,  (in 
the  cluirch)  sliewinn;  that  tliey  are  hiid  asid(^ 
lor  a  hreach  of  our  rules  of  discipHne,  and  not 
ior  immoral  conduct. 


SECTION  Til. 

Of  the  Bmul  i^oridirs, 

IVo,  threo,  or  t'our,  true  believors,  wlio  have)  con  - 
Jidcnco  ill  ciich  o>bor,  form  a  IJand. — Only  it  is 
to  l)e  observed,  that  in  ono  of  these  hands  all  must 
Jif^  men,  or  all  wonit'n ;  aiid  all  married,  or  all 
unmarried. 

[Rules  of  the  Band  S(X'leties,  drawn  vp 
Dec.  25,  17^8.] 

The  design  of  our  meeting  is  to  obey  that 
command  of  (rod,  Confcsfi  your  faults  one  to 
another,  and 'prafj  one  for  another,  that  ye  ma  if 
be  healed :  Jam.  v.  10. 

To  this  end  we  agree, 

1.  To  meet  once  a  week,  at  least. 

*J.  To  come  punctually  at  the  hour  appoint- 
(h\  ;  without  some  extraordinary  reason  pns 
vents. 


'^,  To  begin  exactly  at  tlie  hour  M'ith  siiig-^ 
:ng  ov  prayer. 

4.  To  speak,  each  of  us  in  order,  freely  and 
i>iainlv,  the  truf'   state   of  oirr  souls,  with  th" 
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faults  wc  have  committed  in  toinpers,  wordr*, 
or  uctions,  and  the  temptations  vvc  have  fell 
iiinco  our  last  meeting. 

T).  To  end  every  meeting  with  prayer,  suited 
10  the  state  of  each  i>orson  present. 

6.  'J'o  desire  some  person  among  us  to  speak 
his  own  state  first,  and  then  to  ask  tlie  rest  iu 
order,  as  mimy  and  as  searehing  questions  as 
may  be,  concerning  their  state,  sins,  and 
temptations. 

Some  of  th(^  questions  proposed  to  one  be- 
fore he  is  admitted  among  us,  may  be  to  this 
c fleet : 

i,  JIavG  vou  the  tor^^iveness  of  vour  sins  ? 

*  ^  .        -  '' 

*J.  Have  you  peace  with  God,  through  o\ir 
Lord  Jiisrs  Chuist  ? 

3.  Have  you  the  witness  of  God's  S|)iril 
vith  your  spirit,  that  you  are  a  child  of 
God? 

4.  Is  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  your 
heart  ? 

5.  Has  no  sin,  inward  or  outward  dominion 
'»ver  you  ! 

(>.   Do  vou  desire  to  1)0  told  of  vour  faults  ? 

7.  Do  you  desire  to  be  told  of  all  your 
faults,  and  that  plain  and  home  ? 

8.  Do  vou  desire  that  everv  one  of  us  should 

I'  • 

tell  you,    from  time    to  time,   wiiatsoever  isiri 
nuv  heart  concorniu'r  vou  1 
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you  wl).at;;oovcr  \vc  think,  wluitsocver  ue  fear, 
whatsoever  \vc  hear  concerning  you  ■ 

10.  Do  you  desire  that  in  dohig  this,  wo 
should  come  as  close  as  possihle,  that  wo 
should  cut  to  the  (paick,  and  search  your  heart 
to  the  hottom? 

11.  Is  it  your  desire  and  design  to  he  on 
tliis,  and  all  other  occasions,  entirely  open,  so 
as  to  sp<^ak  without  disguise,  and  without  re- 
serve  ?  ^ 

Any  of  tlic  preceding  questions  may  ho 
asked  as  often  as  occasion  requires  :  The  four 
following  at  every  meeting. 

1.  Wiiat  known  sins  liave  you  committed 
t^ince  our  last  meeting  ? 

2.  What  particular  temptations  have  yen 
met  with  ? 

iM.  IIow  were  you  delivered  ? 

4.  What  have  you  thought,  said,  or  done. 
of  which  you  douht  whether  it  be  sin  or  not  \ 

Directions  glcrn  to  the  Dtind  Society,  Decemler  ^l^ih, 

1711. 

You  are  supposed  to  have  the  Faith  tJui* 
oirrcomcth  the  ii'orld» — To  )ou,  ther<.4bre,  it  is 
not  grievous. 

I.  Carefully  to  abstain  from  doing  evil ;  in 
particular, 

1.  Neither  to  hay  nor  sell  any  thing  at  all  on 
tlie  Lord's  dav. 

'\  To  ta«te   no    spirituous  liquor,  no  drrrm 
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of  any  kind,    iinlosy    proscribed    by    a    plu-- 
fician. 

3.  To  be  al  a  word  both  in  buying  and  soil- 
ing. 

4.  Not  to  mention  tlio  f anils  of  any  behind 
hh  l)(ivk\  and  to  stop  tlioso  short  tliat  do. 

5.  To  wear  no  ncrdlvss  ornaments^  such  as 
rings,  ear-rings,  necklaces,  hicc,  or  rufiles. 

G.   To  vsc  no  needless  self-indnlgener, 

II.  Zealously  to  maintain  good  works  :  in 
pariicular, 

1.  To  ^/?'r  rt//;2.9  of  such  things  aa  you  po?- 
»sesH,  and  that  according  to  your  abihty. 

2,  'J\)  ro])rove  those  who  sin  in  your  siglit, 
:ind  that  in  love  and  meekness  of  wisdom. 

JJ.  To  be  patterns  of  dUii^enee  iind  fanirftlift/ 
t>r  self-denial,  and  taking  up  the  cross  daily. 

III.  Constantly  to  attend  on  all  the  ordi- 
nances  of  God  :  in  particular, 

1.  To  he  at  church,  and  at  the  Lord's  table, 
Jind  at  every  public  meeting  of  the  bands,  ;i.t 
every  opportunity. 

2.  To  use  private  prayer  every  day  ;  and 
fiimily  prayer,  if  you  are  the  head  of  a  fa- 
mily. 

3.  Frequently  to  read  the  scriptures,  and 
mcfhtnte  thereon.     And, 

4.  To  observe,  as  davs  of  fustin^  or  abpTN 
TiT-nrn.  all />/£//7^.9  inrlie  venr. 
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SIMTION    l\  . 

Ofllie  Priri/cfrcs  irraiilrd  to  serious  Persons  itlia 
are  not  of  our  CJivrch, 

Quest,  1.  How  r)iton  slinll  w(j  permit  t]u»<o 
who  are  not  of  our  churcli  to  nioot  in  class  \ 

Anw\  At  (.'V{n'y  other  rne(»tin^  of  the  I'lass 
in  every  place,  Irt  no  stranj^er  bo  admittcfL 
At  otlun'  times  they  may  ;  but  the  same  poraon 
not  above  twice  or  thrice. 

Quest,  2.  How  often  sliall  we  permit  stran- 
|rrers  to  be  present  at  our  love-feasts  ? 

Answ,  Let  them  be  admitted  with  the  utmost 
caution  ;  and  tlie  same;  person  on  no  account 
i(i)ove  twice  or  thrice,  unless  ho  become  a 
iMemher. 

hLCTION    V. 

Of  Marr'/agc, 

Quest,  i.  Do  wo  observe  any  evil  whndi  has 
prevailed  in  our  church  w  ith  respect  to  mar- 
riage ? 

Answ,  jMany  of  our  members  have  married 
A\ith  unmcakened  persons.  This  has  produced 
l)«id  efi'ects  :  they  have  been  either  hindered 
lor  life,  or  have  turned  back  to  perdition. 

Quest,  2,  Wha  can  be  done  to  discourage 
this  / 

Answ,  I  litjt  ever}'  preacher  publicly  cn-^ 
f'iK'»^  tho  aposTle'-i  caution,  *'  ]?e  ve.   not  nn- 
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pqually  yoked  togothcr  with  iiubcllcvcr^--." 
Cor.  vi.  14. 

2.  Lot  him  declnrc,  wlioover  does  this,  v.ill 
bo  put  back  on  trial  for  six  months. 

o.  When  any  such  's  put  back  on  trial,  let  a 
suitable  exhortation  be  subjoined. 

4.  Let  all  bo  exhorted  to  take  no  step  in  so 
weighty  a  matter,  without  advising  v.ith  thv' 
most  serious  ot*  their  brethren. 

Quest,  i.}.  Ougiit  any  woman  to  marry  with, 
out  the  consent  of  her  parents  ( 

Aihsir,  In  jC^cneral  she  ought  not. — Yet  tlierr'. 
may  be  exceptions,  i'or  if,  1.  A  woman 
believe  it  to  be  her  duty  to  marry  :  i^f,  2.  Her 
jjarents  absolutely  refuse  to  let  hor  marry  any 
«'hristian  :  tlien  she  may,  nay,  ought  to  mi.rry 
'tvithout  tlieir  consent.  Yet  even  tlnui,  a  'Mr- 
ihodist  preacher  ou^ht  not  to  l>c  married  to  hvv. 

We  do  not  prohibit  our  people  from  marrv* 
ing  persons  who  are  not  of  our  church,  pru. 
vided  suoh  persons  have  the  torm,  and  aie 
.seeking  the  power  of  godliness  ;  but  we  ar** 
detennincd  to  discoura'r(i  their  marryiuir  per. 
sons  who  do  not  come  up  to  this  description. 
And  even  in  a  doubttul  case,  the  me!id)er  shall 
be  pTit  back  on  trial. 

SECTION  vr. 

(ffj)rr.ss. 
Qiic^f.  Should    we  ifisi«t  on  tlie   ndes  mn, 
^^rninii  dress  * 
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Anm\  By  all  means.  Ttii«  is  no  tinu' 
to  give  any  cjicouragcnicnt  to  snpcriinity  c>t' 
lipparol.  Thorelore  givo  no  tickets  to  any, 
rill  they  ha\o  left  otl'  snporlliious  ornaintints. 
In  order  to  tiiis,  1.  Lot  every  one  Aviio  has  the 
eliiirge  of  a  circuit,  read  the  thoughts  upon 
drch's,  at  least,  once  a  year  in  every  hiroe  s<>, 
cietv.  :l.  In  visitinir  the  cla^jses,  ho  ver\' 
mild,  hut  very  strict.  8.  Allow  ot*  no  exempt 
ruse  :  Hotter  one;  suller  than  many.  4.  Give 
no  tickets  to  any  that  wear  hi^Ai  heads,  en^r- 
laous  honncts,  rulHcs,  or  rint's. 


SUCTION    VIl. 

i^f  briinfiHi^f  1i*  Trfuly  find  nor  Gu'iUi/,  and  n  - 
]irovin^^  ,suxprndiiigy  or  cxdvdiaff  disorder* 
Jy  Per, sons  J'ro::i  *Socicfji  and  Church  Prl* 
v'dvgC!^, 

Quest,  IIow  shall  an  accused  member  bu 
brought  to  trial  ? 

Ansir.  1.  Betore  the  society  of  which  he  is 
11  niemher,  or  a  select  number  of  them,  in  the 
pivsrnc(»  of  a  bishop,  elder,  deacon,  or  preach- 
r,  in  the  followinix  inriuuer  : — Let  the  accused 


iiud  accus(.^r  be  brougiit  face  to  face  ;  but  if 
this  cannot  be  done,  let  the  next  best  evidence 
i  I' procured.  If  tho  accused  jK.rson  be  found 
iruillv  hv  till'  <lecision  of  a  maiontv  of  the 
;n<'!ii])er>  'neliirc  "wlior-A  ]\f)  is   ]'r»)Uiihf   fo  tri;il. 
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and  llio  oriiiH)  bo  such  as  is  oxprof-sly  for- 
bi(l(l(3ii  by  th(5  word  ol'  God,  suincient  to  ex- 
ciude  a  person  from  tlie  Ivinn^dom  of  tz-race  ami 
j^lory,  let  the  minister  or  preacher  who  hiis 
the  charge  of  the  circuit,  expel  liim.  If  the 
accused  person  evade  a  trial,  by  absentini}; 
liimself,  after  sullicir'nl  notice  given  him,  and 
the  circumstances  of  th(^  accusation  be  strong 
and  pr<^sumptive,  let  him  be  estecnned  as  guilty, 
iind  be  accordingly  excluded. — \V  itnesses  from 
without  shall  not  be  rejected. 

2.  Jiut  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any 
kind,  imprudent  conduct,  indulging  sinful  teui- 
jicrs  or  words,  or  disobediencs;  to  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  church  :  First,  let  private 
reproof  be  given  by  a  preacher  or  leader;  and 
if  there  be  an  ackno\\l(Hlgement  of  tlie  t'ault, 
and  proper  humiliation,  the  person  may  remain 
r»n  trial.  Oji  a  second  off-nce,  the  preachf  r 
or  leader  may  take  one  or  tv.'o  laithful  friend^. 
On  a  third  offence,  lot  the  cnse  be  brought 
before  the  society,  or  a  :^«^lect  numSer,  and  it 
there  be  no  sign  of  real  humiliation,  the  otfend- 
er  must  be  cut  oil*. 

M.  If  a  member  of  our  church  shull  b*- 
clearly  convicl<;d  of  endt^ivourmg  U>  sou 
dissontions  in  anv  <d*  our  .v()ci(»ties,  bv  inv<  iuh- 
iUg  agamst  i  ithcr  our  doctrines  or  disripliiu'. 
such  person  so  offending,  shall  Ik?  lust  rr 
proved  by  the  semor  ifunist(U'  or  pr»'aclHT  <il 
his   rffcuit.   in 
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clous,  practicoh',  he  shall  be  expelled    from  th<^ 
chiiren. 

4.  Xevertliel'ss,  if  in  any  of  the  above-mcn- 
tioiied  oases  tlie  minister  or  preacher  ditfer  in 
judfinient  from  the  majority  of  the  society,  or 
the  select  number,  concerning  the  innocence, 
v['  guilt  oi'  the  accused  persion,  the  trial,  in 
i^ucli  case,  may  l)e  referred  by  the  minister 
or  preacher,  to  the  cnsuhig  quarterly  meeting 
conierenci;. 

5.  If  there  be  a  murmur  or  complaint  from 
;i.ny  excluded  jierson,  in  any  of  the  abovr. 
mentioned  instanc«.\s,  that  justice  has  not  been 
done,  he  sliall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the 
next  quarterly  meeting  conterence :  except 
>uoh  as  absent  themselves  from  trial,  after 
suificieni  noiice  is  jnven  tliem  :  and  the  maio- 
rity  of  tlie  travelling  and  local  preachers,  ex- 
liorters,  stewards,  and  lead<'rs  present,  shall 
finally  determine  the  case. 

Aller  such  forms  of  trial  and  expulsion,  such 
persons  siiall  have  no  privileges  of  society  or 
i)f  sacraments  in  our  church,  widiout  contriti(>n, 
confession,  and  proper  trial. 

SKOTIOX  VITI. 

Of  the  Sale  and  Vse  of  Spirituous  Liquor^;, 
Quest,    What    directions    shall    be    given 

concermnir  the  r:a^^  and   u-^  r.f  wpiritun!!*'  h- 
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A/)S2V.  !{'  fiiiv  member  of  our  cliiireh  retai; 
or  f^ive  spirituous  liquor.-,  and  any  thin*;'  di.'-  - 
orderly  be  transacted  under  Ium  root'  on  iiiis 
account,  the  preacher  who  has  the  oversi^^ht 
of  the  circuit  shall  proceed  against  him  as  in 
the  case  of  other  immoralities  :  and  the  person 
accused  shall  be  cleared,  censured,  suspended 
or  excluded,  accordinjr  to  his  conduct,  as  on 
other  char«res  r)f  inunoralitv. 
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CHAPTER  III, 

b'ACRAME.VTAL    S3:KVICJ::r,    il^C. 

The  Order  for  the  Admuvsiralion  of  the  Lord's 

Sunpcr, 
TIio  Elder  sliuU  say  one  or  more  of  those  .scntencijs. 

Let  vour  li^rlU  so  shine  bc^oro  men  tliat  thc^' 
may  sec  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Fat  Iter  who  is  in  heaven, — Matt.^'.  16. 

Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasure  upon  earlh, 
where  niolh  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  >vhcre 
Thieves  break  through  and  steal :  but  lay  up  for 
yourselves  trea  uies  in  heaven,  where  neithc-r 
inoth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves 
do  not  break  through  nor  steal.     Matt.  vi.  10, 

^VhatfX'e^•er  ye  would  tliat  men  should  do  un- 
to vou,  even  so  do  unto  tbcni:  for  tiiis  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets.     Matt.  vii.  TJ. 

Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  emer  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he 
r.iat  doerh  the  v»ill  of  uiy  Father  who  is  in  hea- 
ven.    Matt.  vi.  21. 

Zacchev.s  stood  f^rth  and  said  unto  the  L'>rd. 
Ik-hold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to 
rlic  poor  ;  and  if  I  have  done  any  wrong  to  any 
man  I  restore  him  four-fold.     Luke  xix.  8. 

He  tliat  soweth  little,  shall  reap  little  :  and 
jio  that  soweth  plenteously,  shall  reap  plente- 
ou<ly.     Let  ever}*  luun  do  according  as  lie  i:-- 
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(iisposi^d  ill  his  iH^nrt;  not  ^•riKi<rinf::]y,  or  of  no- 
ressity  ;  lor  (UkI  lovetli  u  ('hoerlul  ^iver.      'J 
,()i'.  i\.  n-<. 

AN'hile  \\v.  h?ive  timo,  let  us  do  fjood  unto  all 
men,  aiul  t'spocially  unto  tlieni  tluit  are  of  tluj 
hous('i»o!(l  of  faith.     («al.  vi.  10. 

<iotll:ness  wilii  contentment  is  ^reat  <?:aln  ; 
♦or  we  brought  notliin^r  into  this  world,  Jind  it  is 
C(;rtain  we  can  carry  nothing  out.  1  Tim.  vi. 
6-7. 

Charge  tliom  who  arc  rich  in  (his  world,  tliai 
tliey  1)0  ready  to  give,  and  ^lad  to  distri- 
huie,  laying  up  in  store  for  themselves  a  good 
fouiidatioii  noainst  the  time  to  come,  that  they 
may  attain  eicrnal  life.   1  Tim.  vi.  17-1 S-19. 

(lod  is  not  unnohteoiis,  that  he  will  foroo,. 
vour  w(jrks  and  labour  that  proeeedeth  of  love  : 
w  liich  love  ye  have  shewed  fov  his  Name's  sake, 
who  ha\e  ministered  unio  thu  saints,  and  vei 
do  minister,     lleb.  vi.  10. 

To  do  {j;ood,  and  to  distribute,  for<i;ct  not ;  fw 
w  itb  such  sacrifices  God  is  well  j>leasc(L  Ifeb. 
.\iii.  16. 

Whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  soeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  sliutteth  \i\)  his  bowel> 
of  compas-ion  from  him,  how  dwolleth  the  love 
of  Ciod  HI  him?     1  John  iii.  17. 

Hi)  niat  hat):  pity  ujujn  the  poor,  lendeth  \i:i- 
to  the  JiOrd;  aiid  look,  what  he  layeth  out,  ii 
shall  be  j)aid  hhn  again.    Prov.  \ix.  17. 

Hlossed  is  the  nuui  tlial  providcth  for  tlu^  si(\ 
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and  needy  :  llio  Lord  shall  deliver  liini  in  tinir 
of  trouble.     I^salni  xli.  I. 

[Wliil(^  these  sentcncos  iiro  in  rcadi:!::^,  soj^f*  lit  jk!-. 
son  a|)p()int(.'(i  tor  timt  purpose,  «li;ill  rc('oIv<i  ti.  Ann^ 
.«»r  tlie  poor,  and  other  devotions  of  the  peojde,  iii  •• 
(ieeent  hasin,  to  Ik3  })rovuk'(l  for  that  })\irpose  :  a!id  tlieu 
bring  it  to  the  Elder,  wJio  shall  place  it  upon  tiio  lablt\ 

Ajtrr  irhicli  the  Elder  fihall  nat/y 
Ye  that  do  truly  :iad  earnestly  rej)ent  of  yoer 
sins,  and  are  in  love  j«nd  ehaiity  with  youv 
jieiii:hbours,  and  int<'nd  to  lead  a  new  liti:,  follow- 
injr  the  connnandnienis  of  God,  and  walkinir 
tVo!n  henceforth  in  his  holy  ways  ;  draw  near 
v.'ith  faith,  and  take  this  hoiv  saeranHiiit  to  yonr 
<oiafort;  aiid  make  your  humble  confession  to 
\lmii»htv  God,  meeklv  knecliiiir  U!)on  vour 
knees. 

T/ir.n  sholl  Ihif^  frrnm/l  rfnifc^fi'ionhv  mndc  Inj  the  Minir. 
tvr  in  the  mniiH  nf  all  t/ivsf  that  arc  nutidrd  to  rrcvivr 
the  Holy  Cunimunion^  hoih  hr  and.  all  the  pmjth:  knuL 
inix  humbly  upnn  their  knres^  and  ftayinsr^ 

Almiirhtv  God,  fntlier  of  our  Lord  Jesu^' 
Christ,  Maker  of  all  things,  Judfje  of  all  men: 
We  aekiiowled<xe  and  bewail  our  mari-toId  sins 
and  M  iekedness,  which  we  from  time  t'« 
time  most  fri'cviously  have  conunitted,  by 
thotiirht,  word  and  deed,  a^iainst  thv  Divim 
Ala  jest  V,  prov(;kinir  most  iiistlv  tiiy  wrath  an»l 
iiidiji-nation  a^^ainst  us.  We  do  <'nrnestlv  n  • 
!>(.iit  and  an;  heartiiv  sorrv  lor  tln-se  our  nn'sd*.- 
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to  US.  Have  incrcy  upon  us,  have  mercy  upou 
lis,  most  merciful  Father  ;  lor  thy  Sou,  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  Ibrgive  us  all  tiiat  is 
past;  Aud  orant,  tlmt  we  may  cv(^r  herealh  r 
servo  and  pleuse  tliee  in  uev.ness  of  life,  to  t\w 
iiouour  and  (Mors-  of  thv  iNamc,  throui^li  Je.-'us 
Clirist  our  Lord.     Amni, 

Then  shall  i'lv  E!d( r  scnj, 
O  Ahniivlitv  God,  our  heaveulv  Father,  ^vho 
Oi  lliy  <rriuit  mercy  hath  promised  lor<»'iveue<s 
oi'  sins  to  nil  llieiu  that  witli  heart)  n^jientauee 
aud  true  fiiith  tiirn  unto  thee  ;  liave  uiercy  up- 
oa  us  :  pardon  and  deliver  u:.  from  all  our  sins, 
eonfinu  and  strr^ngtlien  us  in  oil  goodness,  aufl 
brinj.^  us  to  e^  er]astin«T  lifv-.  throu'di  J<.'SU:^  (Jhri'^t 
our  Lord.     A:jir:i» 

The  CoUrct, 

Almifrhty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  be  open» 
all  desires  known,  and  froiti  whom  no  secrets 
are  hid  ;  cleanse  the  ti)oui;hts  ot'our  hearts  by 
the  ins7U";ition  of  tliv  Holy  Spirit,  that  v/e  ma\ 
pf^rfectlv  love  thee,  and  Avortldlv  mao-uifv  thv 
holy  Niime,  through  Christ  our  iiord.  A/nc.'K 
Then  shall  the  Eldrr  sai/y 

It  is  very  meet,  riL'ht,  and  our  bounden  duty, 
tiiat  w^e  should  at  all   limes  and  in  all   places, 
^ive  thanks  unto  thf^e,  O  jiord,  Holy  Father 
Almio-htv,  Everlastinjr  (»od. 

Theretbre  wuh  Angels  and  Areh-Auael'^^  an*' 
V  ith  p.ll  tl  o  comp'any  of  heav^^n.  we  laud  ar.d 
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iuagjiily  thy  olorions  Name,  evermore  praiwin*;- 
j!ie(%  and  savinji,  llolv,  liolv,  liolv,  Lord  (iod 
of  i](»sls,  heaven  and  earth  are  lull  of  thv  i.do- 
vv.  Glorv  be  to  thee,  O  Lord  most  hiirli.  Amcu, 

Then  sliall  the  lllder  sn>j, 
We  do  not  {»rehvnTie  to  coiiie  to  this  tliy  Ta- 
ble, ()  mercifid  Lord,  tnistinii:  in  our  own  riirh- 
leousness,  but  in  thy  nuiiiifold  and  great  mer- 
eies.  We  are  not  worthy  so  much  as  to  gather 
np  the  crumbs  under  thy  table.  lUit  tiiou  art 
ihe  same  Lord,  whose  {iroperty  is  a!wa\s  to 
have  mercy  ;  Grant  us,  therefore,  gracious 
TiOrd,  so  to  cat  the  flesh  of  thy  dear  Son  Jesus 
C/hri'^t,  and  to  drink  his  Ulood,  that  our  sinful 
souls  and  I)odies  may  be  made  clean  by  his 
(Iv'ath,  and  washed  throup^h  his  most  precious 
Mood,  and  tluit  we  may  evermore  dwell  in  him, 
pjid  he  in.  us.      .^.nicu. 

Then  the  Khhr  slitdl  say  ihe  prayci'  of  coiiscctailon^  as 

folluiiieth. 

Almiirhtv  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  of 
tiiy  tciider  mercy  didst  give  thine  only  Son  Je- 
M!s  Christ  to  suffer  death  upon  tlie  cross  for  our 
redeniption  ;  who  made  there  (by  his  oblation 
of  himself  once  otiered)  ti  full,  perfect,  and 
sr.fiicient  sacrilice,  oblation  and  satisfaction  for 
the  sins  of  the  wiiole  world  :  and  did  institute, 
.'■aid  in  his  holy  gospel  command  us  to  continue, 
a  perpetual  memory  of  that  his  precious  death 
Hijiil  iiis  coming:  ajiain  :  hear  us,  O  merciful 
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^niiit  tli.it  wo,  roceivin;!  these  thy  creatures  of 
hi'(si<l  and  wino,  aecordiii;^  to  thy  S<jn  our  Sii- 
viour  Jesus  ChrisTs  holv  institution  in  renicin- 
hrance  ni*  his  death  and  passion,  may  he  parta- 
kers of  Ills  most  hlesserl  Ijody  and  Blood  ;  wiio, 
in  the  siime  ni«jht  that  he  v.as  hetraved,  took 
breed;  (1)  a.ud  when  he  (1)  Here  the  J  J 

had  given  thank?,  he  hroke 
it  (2)  and   gave  it  to  his 


(ler  is  to  tnLc  (he 
platr  of  bread  into 
kis  lunid. 


disciples,    saying,     'i'ake 

eat  ;   this  {".])  is  my  Botly 

Avhich   is   given  tor  you  ; 

Do  this,  in   remembrance 

of  me.      Likewise    after 

.supper    he    took  (4)    tlie 

c\v  ;    and   when   Jio  had 

111. en  thanks,  ho  f^ave  it 

to    them,    savini!-,    Drin!: 

yi^  all    of  this  ;     fur    thi':5 

(T\)   is    my    blood  of  the 

\e\v    Tr\stament,    wliieh 

is  SI  led  for   von,  and   fv;r 

many,  ibr  tl;e    renassion 

of  sins ;    Do   this,  as  oft 

and  ye  shall  drink  it  in  re- 

meuihrance  of  me.  jhncn. 

Thru  shall  the  Minisirr  first  receive  the  Cummunion  ii. 
hoth  kinds  Idmsilf,  (lud  thru  procfcd  to  deliver  tl'f 
,s(nfir  to  tin'  other  Miuistcrs  in  like  vmnnrr  {if  (unj  >>'' 
present)  and  after  that  to  the  People  tf /vo,  iu  rrder, 
into  ihrir  hands.     And.  ichcri  he  delivereth  the  hrr/jd, 


(2)  And  here  to 
Ircuk  the  Ircad, 

(3)  And  here  /■) 
laii  his  hands  won 
all  t\e  Bread, 

(4)  ILra  he  is 
to  title  the  euj)  in 
his  hnnd, 

(•))  And  hfre  l.> 
lay  his  hand  upon 
all  the  vessels  nhkh 
contain  the  wine. 
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T\\(i  Body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  >\hirh 
wiib'  given  lor  ///fr,  |)rest.'rve  /////  sonl  and  bodtf 
uiitocvcilasling  lile.  Take  oiid  out  this  in  nj, 
mernbraneo  that  Christ  dicid  i'or  fhea,  and  lecd 
on  him  in  //V/  hrart  by  faith  wi(ii  thanks'^ivin**-. 
/!«(/  ///r  Mini'trr  that  ihUvpvcth  the  cup  s/uiU  v<aij, 
Tlio  I51ood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which 
Vv^as  shed  for  ////r,  preserve  ///?/  ay;/;/  and  bo<hi 
unto  cverhihUn^  hie.  Drink  tliis  in  remeni- 
hranee  that  Chrisf  s  Blood  wos,  shed  for  thcvj 
iind  be  thankful. 

[if  tlie  consecrated  Crcad  or  Wino  he  all  spent  be. 
fore  :ili  Iilivc  coinMinnicated,  the  Elder  may  cojisccrato 
more,  hy  ro|»oatiti»r  tli(>  pr.»yer  of  consecration.] 

[When  all  have  couiinunicated,  the  minister  shall  re. 
turn  to  t.he  Lord's  Table,  and  place  \\\)0\\  it  whatremain- 
eth  of  tl'.c  consecrated  clemcjits,  covering  tho,:^amo 
witli  a  f tir  linen  clotli.] 

Thru  shall  the  Elder  say  the  Lord's  Prayrr ;  the  [leoph; 


repeating 


nj'icr  It 


ni  every  pciilum. 


he  d 


one  on  earth 


it  is  in  heaven  :  «iive  us 


this  day  our  daily  broad;  and  for^^^ive  us  our 
trespasses,  as  we  forgive  them  that  tresj)ass 
aorainst  us;  and  had  us  not  into  tcmptatioi:, 
but  deliver  us  from  evil,  for  thine  is  the  King- 
d  jui,  and  tlio  Power,  and  tiic  Glorv,   for  ever 


nd  ever. 


Xmcih 


111       t 


y, ' 


'  S 


Our  Father  who  art  in   Heaven,   {(allowed 
be  thy  nanv  :  'i'hy  Kingdom   eonie  :  Thy  will  \ 


After  which  shall  he  .^nid  as  followrth  : 
O  Lord  and  heavenly  Father,   we  thy  Imra- 
.1^  servants  desire  thy  l^'atherly  froodno^s  mer-  | 
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rifiilly  to  iiccept  this  our  sacrifice  of  praise 
and  tlKinksjiiviiij]^ ;  most  liniribiV  iH^-scechinij 
(hce  to  grant  that,  by  the  merits  and  dcatli  ol' 
l!iy  ^^011  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  tiiilh  ia  his 
blood,  we  and  thv  whole  church  may  obtain  re- 
mission  oi'  our  sins,  and  all  other  l)enefi^s  oi' 
liis  [)assion.  And  here  we  oflbr  and  present 
unto  thee,  O  Lord,  ourselves,  cur  souls  and 
bodies,  to  be  a  reasonable,  holy,  and  lively  sa- 
crifice unto  thee  :  humblv  bes(3echinnr  thee  that 
:dl  we  who  are  partakers  of  this  holy  Commu- 
nion, may  be  filled  v.itli  thy  grace  and  heavenly 
benediction.  And  althouoh  wo  be  unworthy,- 
through  our  manifold  sins,  to  offer  unto  thee 
any  sacrifice,  yet  vve  beseech  thee  to  accept 
this  our  bounden  duty  and  service:  not  weiiih- 
ing  our  merits,  but  pai'doning  our  offences, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  liord:  by  whom,  and 
with  Vvdiom,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Cbost,  ail 
honour  and  glory  be  unto  thee,  O. Father  Al- 
mighty, world  without  end.     Amen, 


o 


Then  shall  h".  saUK 


Glory  be  to  God  on  high,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  towards  men.  We  praise  thee,  n'c 
bless  thee,  we  worship  thee,  we  glorify  thee, 
we  give  thanks  to  thee  tor  thy  great  glory,  O 
Lord  God,  heavenly  Kinfv,  God  the  Father 
Almighty. 

O  Lord,  the  only  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ; 
O  Lord  God,  Lamb  of  God,  Son  of  the  Father. 
that  take^t  avav  th.e  sin--  cf  the  yr^rjd.  have 
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niercy  upon  us.  Thou  that  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us.  Thou 
that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  receivji 
our  prayer.  Thou  that  sittcst  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  the  Father,  have  mcrc}''  upon  us. 

For  thou  only  art  holy  ;  thou  ordy  art  t!u^ 
Lord  ;  thou  only,  O  Christ,  with  the  Holy 
(jhost,  art  most  high  in  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.     Amen, 

Then  the  Eldrr^  if  he.  nee.  it  cxpeiJieiii,  way  put  vp  an 
extempore  Prayer :  arid  afterwards  shall  let  the  peo- 
ple depart  rcith  this  blessing : 

May  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  uii- 

derstanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 

knowledge   and  love   of  God,  and  of  his  Son 

.Tesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of 

God  Almighty,  the   Fitber,  the  Son,  and  the 

Ifolv  Ghost,  be  amonfrst  vou,  and  remain  witli 

you  always.     Ainen, 

N.  B.  If  tlie  Elder  ho  straitened  for  lime,  ho  mny 
omit  any  part  oi'  the  service,  except  the  prayer  ot' 
('onsccration. 

SECTION    II. 

The  Ministration  of  Jjaptism  to  Infants, 

The  Minister  coming  to  the  fonty  which  is  to  he  filled 
with  pure  watery  shall  use  the  fallowingy  or  some 
other  exhortation^  suitahlc  to  this  sacred  Office. 

Dearly  belov(;d,  forasmach  as  all  men  are 
conceived  and  born  in  sin,  and  that  our  Sa- 
viour Chrii-Tt  sjiith.   None   cnn  entor  into  the 
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I'Linircjom  of  God,  except  ho  be  re<;ronerate  niul 
horn  anew  of  waler  rjul  of  the  i[<»ly  (ihost;  I 
beseech  you  to  call  upon  (jod  the  Fatlier, 
l!irou;:;h  our  Lord.TesuH  Christ,  that  of  hi^boui:- 
teous  mercy  he  will  ^n'ant  to  l/iis  Child  thui 
lliing  whicli  by  nature  he  cannot  have  ;  that  hr 
luav  be  baptized  wiili  watfu*  and  the  Holv 
<njosf,  and  leceived  into  Christ's  iioly  churcli, 
wild  be  made  a  lively  mcmhfr  of  the  same. 

Thru  shall  the  Miuisi'r  r  say^ 
\.vX  us  Piav. 

Alinigiity  and  evcrlastin<j^  Cod,  who  of  th\ 
j^reat  mercy  didst  save  Noah  and  his  family  in 
Uic  ark  fiom  perishin,-^  by  water;  and  also 
(hdst  safely  U^ad  tlie  children  of  Israel,  thv 
Dconle,  throucrh  the  Red  Sea,  lifjurinij  therebv 
ihy  holy  baptism  :  and  by  the  baptism  of  thy 
well  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ  in  the  river  J  or. 
dan,  didst  sanctifv  water  for  this  holv  sacra- 
inent,  We  beseecli  thee,  for  thine  infinite  mer- 
cies, that  thou  wilt  look  upon  this  child:  wash 
hhn  and  sanctifv  hhn  with  the  Holy  (Jhost  ; 
that  he  bein<T  delivered  from  thv  wrath,  may  be 
received  into  the  ark  of  Christ's  church,  and 
beino;  steadfasc  in  faith,  joyful  through  hop<\ 
's\im\  rooted  in  love,  may  so  pass  the  wavers  ot' 
this  troublesome  world,  tiuit  iinally  he  ujav 
come  to  tlie  land  of  everlastinij;  life  :  there  to 
i'ei::i!i  with  thee,   world  v.iihout  end,  th touaii 
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O  mercitul  God,  grant  that  tlio  old  Adaia  iji 


\s  i 


Mid 


may  bo  so  l)uriccl,  that  the  \\v\j  ivuwi 


may  be  raised  up  in  liim.     Amcu. 

(irant  that  all  carnal  aflections  may  dio  isi 
|i         ///w,  and  that  all  thinos  belonging  to  thu  Spir.t 


mav  live  ana  arov/  i; 


hi! 


n. 


Amen 


(jJrant  that  he  iiiav  have 


[)ov/cr  ana  strength 


to  have   victory,  and  to  trium})h   aj^aiiist  th 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  ilesh.     Amen, 

Grant  tluit  vvhosoever  is  dedicaied  to  thee 
by  our  Ofhcc  and  Ministry,  may  also  be  endued 
>vith  heavenly  virtues,  and  everlastingly  n  - 
varded  through  thy  mercy,  ()  blessed  Lor<l 
(iod,    v/ho   dost  live    and   govern   all   tiling:;. 


world  without  end.     Anii'n, 

AlmigJity,  everliving  God,  wliosc  most  dcai*. 
ly  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ,  lor  the  Ibrgive- 
nes^5  ol*  our  sins,  did  shed  out  of*  Ids  most  pre- 
cious side  both  water  and  blood,  and  gave  cou)- 


.^.  > 


mandment  to  his  disciples  that  they  should 
toaeli  ^'  nations,  and  baptize  tliem  in  tho  name 
the  Father,  luidof  the  Son,  and  of"  the  Holy 


(it 


Ghost ;  regard,  we  beseech  tiiee,  the  supplica-- 
tions  of  ihy  congregation  ;  sanctify  this  water 
lor  this  holy  Sacrament ;  and  grant  that  iliU 
child,  now  to  be  ba})tized,  may  receive  the  ful- 
uess  of  thy  grace,  and  ever  renuun  in  the 
number  of  tliy  faithful  and  elect  children, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Thru  shrdl  flic  'pvonic  stand  tip  :  ami  Hip  Mi n! filer  shall 
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Hear  tho  words  of  tl,»o  ^osprl  written  by  St.  I\r;irk,  in 
the  tenth  chapter,  at  tho  thirtecjith  vcrt^c. 

'j'hov  broujjht  yoiin'^  children  to  Christ,  thrif 
he  shouki  touch  thcin. — And  his  discipU^s  ro- 
hukcd  those  tiiut  hrou^i^ht  thoin.  But  whon 
Jesus  saw  it,  he  v/as  much  disj)leascd,  and  said 
unto  them,  8iifier  the  httle  chikh'en  to  come 
unto  mo,  and  forbid  them  not,  fir  of  such  is 
the  kinmiom  oi'  (Jod. — Verilv  I  sav  unio  vou. 
Whosoever  sliall  not  receive  the  kin^/dom  of 
God  as- a  little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  therein. 
— And  he  took  them  up  in  hi.^  arms,  put  his 
hands  upon  them,  and  blessed  them. 

Then  thp.  Minister  f^hdl  lake  the  Child  into  hifi  Ilaudf, 
and  say  to  the  Friends  of  the  Child. 

Name  this  Child. 

And  I  hen,  naming  it  after  them,  he  shall  sprinkle  c 
pour  water  U£,on  it,  or  if  desired,  immerse  it  in  wa- 
ter, saying, 

N.  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Fath(^r, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  tho  iloly  Chost.  Amen, 
Then  shall  he  said,  ail  hncelingj 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be 
thy  name;  Thy  kingdom  come  ;  Thy  will  be 
done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  lieaven  :  G'wa  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our 
trespasses,  as  we  forgive  them  that  trespas.t' 
against  us  ;  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation  ; 
But  deliver  us  from  evil.  Amen, 
Then  shall   trie   Minister  conclude   with   extern jorary 
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The  Ministration  of  Baptism  to  aiwh  as  afc  of 

Riper    Years, 

The.  Minister  shall  use  the  followiriij;^  or  some  othej"  ex- 
hortation^  suitable  to  lids  Holy  Office* 

Dearly  beloved,  forasmuch  as  all  men  are 
coiicoived  and  born  in  sin  (and  that  which  ia 
born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  they  that  are  ia 
the  flesh,  cannot  please  God,  but  live  in  sin^ 
committing  many  actual  transgressions :)  an<i 
that  our  Saviour  Christ  saith,  None  can  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  except  he  be  rcgene.- 
rate  and  born  anew  of  water  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost :  I  beseech  you  to  call  upon  God  thi? 
Father,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  of 
his  bount'^ous  goodness  he  will  grant  to  tJwac 
persons,  that  which  by  nature  they  cannot  have ; 
tiiat  they  may  bo  baptized  with  water  and  th'.ir 
Holy  Ghost,  and  received  into  Christ's  holy 
(■^hurch,  and  be  made  lively   tnembers  of  the 

tiauie. 

The7t  shall  the  Minister  say^ 
Almighty  and  immortal  God,  the  aid  of  all 
that  need,  the  helper  of  all  that  flee  to  thee  for 
tiiiccour,  the  life  of  them  that  believe,  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead ;  We  call  upon  thee 
for  these  persons  ;  that  they  coming  to  thy  holy 
baptism,  may  receive  remission  of  their  sins  by 
spiritual  regeneration.  Receive  themy  O  Lord!, 
us  thou  hast  promised  by  thy  well  beloved  Son^ 
tallying.  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive,  seek  and  yo 
^liall  fmd :  knoi^k^  and  it  shall  be  cp'slitd  unto 
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\  oil :  So  j^ive  now  unto  us  tliat  asU ;  let.  us  that 
yrok,  find;  opon  the  f^ate  unto  us  that,  knock; 
ihat  these  fie  rsotia  n-i  ay  en  joy  the  ov(Thisting  bo. 
iieiiiction  of  thy  Iicavcnly  washinjj,  and  may 
*"onie  to  the  eternal  kingdom  which  thou  hast 
promised  by  C  rist  our  Lord.     Amnu 

After  ithich  lie  ahall  i^nij, 

Almiglity  and  everlasting  Ciod,  heavenly  l^i- 
ihcr,  we  give  thee  Inimble  thanks,  for  that 
thou  iiast  vouchsafed  to  call  us  to  the  know- 
ledge of  thy  grace,  and  faith  in  thee  ;  increase 
f  his  knowledge  and  connrm  this  faith  in  us  ever- 
Mioro.  Give  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  these  persojis^ 
5  hat  they  may  be  born  again,  and  be  made  lielrs 
''if  everlasting  salvation,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
"  'hrist,  who  liveth  and  reigncth  with  thee  and 
vhe  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  for  ev?r.     Amen, 

Then  shall  the  people  stand  up  and  the  Minister  shall  sat/, 

Hear  the  words  of  the  Gospel  written  by  St.  John,  iu 
tho  third  chapter  boginnin^^  at  the  first  verse. 

There  was  a  man  of  the  phariscc^',  named 
Vicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews ;  tho  same 
•i'dme  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  said  tmto  him,  Rah- 
in,  we  know  tliat  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from 
Ood ;  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  thafthou 
doest,  except  God  be  with  him.  Jesus  answered 
and  said  unto  him,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
?tiee,  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Nicodemus,  saith 
onto  him,  How  ran  a  man  be  born  when  he  i-^ 
o^i?  Can  he  entr^r  tho  second  time  into  bis 
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/nothor\s  womb,  and  be  burn  ?  Josus  answercMi, 

\'crily,  verily,  1  say  unto  thoe,  Except  a  nuiu 

bo  born  of  water  and  of  the  spirit,  ho  cannot. 

enter  into  the  kinj^dom  of  God.    That  which  is 

born  of  the  lle«h  is  llesh,  and  that  which  is  born 

of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.     Marvel  not  that  I  aairi 

unto  tliee,  Ye  must  be  born  a<:jain.     The  wind 

bloweth  where  it  hsteth,  and  thou  hcarest  tht5 

sound  thereof;    but   canst  not  tell  whence  i* 

Cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  so  is  every  one 

that  is  born  of  the  Spirit. 

Then  thr.  Minister  shalt  speak  to  tli  Persons  to  be  baju 

tizcily  on  this  wise  : 

Well  beloved,  who  are  come  hither,  dcsiriii/.; 
to  receive  holy  Baptism,  yc  have  heard  hn\^ 
the  congregation  hath  prayed,  that  our  Lord  Jo 
sus  ChrLst  would  vouchsafe  to  receive  you,  :in<i. 
bless  you,  to  release  you  of  your  sins,  to  givr, 
you  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  everlasting^ 
life.  And  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  promised 
in  his  holy  word,  to  grant  all  those  things  that 
v/o  have  prayed  for:  which  promise  he  for  hid 
part  will  most  surely  keep  and  perform. 

Wherefore,  after  this  promise  made  by  Christy 
you  must  also  faithfully,  for  your  yart,  promise 
ifi  the  presence  of  thi  whole  congregation, 
that  you  will  renounce  the  devil  and  all  huJ 
works,  and  constantly  believe  God's  holy  word, 
and  obediently  keep  his  Commandments. 

Then  shall  thr  Minister  demand  of  each  vj  iho  'jjvnjni- 
to  Ini  haptizcdj  ffe-ff':raU>\ 
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Quest,  Post  thoti  ronounco  the  devil  aiul  all 
his  works,  tho  vain  pomp  and  ^lory  of  tho 
world,  with  all  rovctoun  desires  of  the  same, 
and  the  carnal  desires  of  the  flesh,  so  tiiat  thou 
1^  ilt  not  follow  or  be  led  by  them  / 

Answ,  I  renounce  them  all. 

Quest,  Dost  thou  believe  in  God  the  Father 
Almighty,  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth?  and  in 
.fcsus  Christ  his  only  begotten  Son  our  Lord  .' 
And  that  he  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghopt, 
born  of  tho  Virgin  Mary?  that  he  sutlercd  uu- 
*ler  Pontius  Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead  and  bu^ 
Tied  ;  that  he  rose  again  the  third  day  ;  that  he 
ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  the  Father  Almighty,  and  frni/i 
thence  sliall  come  again,  at  the  end  of  the 
"vvorld,  to  judge  tlie  quick  and  the  dead  ? 

And  dost  thou  believe  in  the  Holv  Ghost. 
the  Holy  Catholic  Church  ;  the  Communion  ot' 
Saints  ;  the  Remission  of  Sins  ;  the  Resurrec- 
tion of  the  Bodv,  and  everlastinrr  life  after 
death.  ? 

Arisw,  All  this  I  steadfastly  believe. 

Quest.  Wilt  thou  be  baptized  in  this  failh  ? 
Answ,    That  is  my  desire. 

Quest,  Wilt  thou  then  obediently  keep  God's 
holy  will  and  commandments,  and  walk  in  the 
same  all  the  days  of  thy  life  ? 

Answ,  I  will  endonvoui^sn  to  do,  God  beinu 
my  helnoT*. 
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Then  shall  the  Minitttcr  sufj, 

O  Merciful  God,  grant  that  the  old  Adamiu 
these  jicrsons  may  be  so  buried,  that  the  new 
man  may  be  raised  up  in  Uiem,     Amen. 

Grant  that  all  carnal  aUcctions  may  die  in 
i/umy  and  that  all  things  belonging  to  the  Sj)iril 
may  live  and  grow  in  than.     Amen, 

Grant  that /Act/ may  have  power  and  atrengtU 
to  have  victory,  and  triumph  against  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  iiesh.     Amen, 

Grant  that  they  being  here  dedicated  to  thee 
by  our  ollice  and  Ministry,  may  also  bo  endued 
with  heavenly  virtues,  and  everlastingly  re- 
warded, through  thy  mercy,  O  blesbcd  Lord 
God,  who  dost  live  and  govern  all  things,  world 
without  end.     Amen, 

Almighty,  overliving  God,  whose  most  dear- 
ly  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  forgive, 
ness  of  our  sins,  did  shed  out  of  his  most 
precious  side  both  water  and  blood ;  and  gave 
commandment  to  his  disciples,  that  they 
^••hould  go  teach  all  nations,  and  baptize  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  tho  Holy  Ghost :  Regard,  we  beseech 
thee,  the  supplications  of  this  congregation ; 
and  grant  that  the  Persons  now  to  be  baptized, 
may  receive  the  fulness  of  thy  grace,  and 
ever  remain  in  the  number  of  thy  faithful  and 
elect  children,  through  Jesus  Chrit't  o'ox  JiOrc! 
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Thtn  shall  the  Mnustrr  tnkf  varh  pp.rsun  to  hr  hnptizrtt 
hij  the  Rifi^ht  Hand;  and  jdacin}^  him  cunrcn'untlu 
h}/  the  Fontt  ar.rnrdinp  In  hia  discretion,  ahall  ask 
the  Name;  and  thru  ahull  sprinkU  or  pour  wntir 
npon  him  {or  if  he  shall  drsirf  itt  shall  immerse  him 
in  water)  sayings 

N,  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Fa. 
thcr  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghosl. 
Amen, 

Then  shall  he  said  the  Lord's  prayer,  all  kneelinf^. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  he 
thy  name  :  Thy  kingdom  come :  Thy  will  }>(* 
done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  Give  us  thicJ 
day  our  daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  tres. 
passes,  as  we  forgive  them  that  trespas*^ 
tj<i;ainst  us  :  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation  : 
But  deliver  us  from  evil.     Aincn, 

I'J'ijcn  let  the  Alinistt-r  coiioludo  with  pxtoitipor.-'ry 
;ruyor.] 

SECTION  III. 

Tliefonn  of  Solemnizalmi  of  Matrir/wni/. 

Virst  the  Banns  of  all  that  are  to  he  married  tofrethei , 
must  he  published  in  thr  i:ongre*i;ntion^  three  several 
Sundays^  in  the  time  of  Divine  iServieey  (unless  they 
he  otherwise  qualified  aceording  to  law)  the  Minister 
saying  after  the  accustomed  manner. 

I  publish  the  Banns  of  Marriage,  between 

M  of and  iV  of .     If  any  of  you 

know  cause  or  just    impediment,  why  these 
?wn  persons  should    not    he    joined    toiG^ethei 
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ill  lioly    i\[athinoMy,  yr    arc    Uj    (icoliirc    ii : 
This  is    tho    first    [srcond  or  third]  time    oi' 
asking, 

,4/  the  dnij  and  iimr  nppoijifpd  for  Solrtnnizatio7i  f>/ 
Mntriimniy^  the  I^crao/iti  to  he  married^  tftarnfinis  to- 
frcihvr,  tht'  Man  on.  the  Ri(>/it  hand,  and  the  Wumari 
on  the  LrJ'tf  the  Minib'ttr  shall  ssuy^ 

Doarly  bolovorl,  we  aro  gathered  together 
here,  in  tin;  sight  of"  (iod,  and  in  the  prciseneo 
of  these  witnesses,  to  join  together  this  man 
and  this  woman  in  holy  Matrimony  :  which  is 
nn  lionourahlo  estate,  instituted  of  God  in  the 
time  of  man's  innocency,  signifying  unto  us 
the  mystical  union  that  is  betwixt  Christ  and 
iiis  C-h\irch ;  which  holv  estate  Christ  adorned 
and  beautified  with  his  presence,  and  first 
miracle  that  he  wrought  in  Cana  of  Galilee, 
and  is  commended  of  8t.  Paul  to  be  lionour- 
able  among  all  men  ;  and  therefore  is  not  by 
any  to  be  enterprized,  or  taken  in  hand  unae 
visedly,  but  reverently,  discreetly,  a'^/isedl}, 
and  in  the  fearof  (lod. 

Into  which  holy  estate  tLcse  two  person.^ 
present  come  now  to  be  joined.  Therefore, 
if  any  can  shew  any  just  cause  why  they  ma}* 
not  lawfully  be  joined  together,  let  him  now 
speak,  or  else  hereafter  foi*  ever  bold  hi--' 
peace. 

And  also  spcalcin^  unto  the  Persons  that  are   to   he 

married,  he  shall  saijy 

I  require  and  charge  you  both  (as  you  will 
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answer  at  tlio  dreadful  day  of  judgment,  when 
the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  disclosed) 
that  if  cither  of  you  know  any  impediment 
why  you  may  not  be  lawfully  joined  together 
in  matrimony,  you  do  now  confess  it.  For  bo 
ye  well  assured,  that  so  many  as  are  coupled 
together  otherwise  than  God's  word  doth  allow, 
are  not  joined  together  by  God,  neither  is  their 
matrimony  lawful. 

//'  710  iinpcdimeiii  he  alledgcd^  then  shall  the  Minister 

sai/  unto  the  Man^ 

M,  Wilt  thou  have  this  woman  to  thy  wedded 
Wife,  to  live  together  after  God's  ordinance,  in 
'he  holy  estate  of  Matrimony?  Wilt  thou  love 
iier,  comfort  her,  honour  and  keep  her  in  sick- 
ness and  in  health  ;  and  forsaking  all  other, 
keep  thee  cnly  unto  her,  so  long  as  ye  both 
shall  live? 

The  Man  shall  ammcr, 

I  will. 

Then  shall  tJie  Minister  say  unto  the  Woman. 

N.  Wilt  thou  have  t  ^is  man  to  thy  wedded 
nusband,  to  live  togethe.  after  God's  ordinance, 
m  the  holy  estate  of  Matrimony  ?  Wilt  thou 
.jbey  him,  serve  him,  love,  honour  and  keep 
him,  in  sickness  and  in  health  ;  and  forsaking 
all  other,  keep  thee  only  unto  him,  so  long  as 
"0  both  thall  live  ? 

Thfj  Woman  shall  anewrr, 
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Then  t?tc  Mini-Star  shall  cause  the  Man  ivi'h  ?us  Ili<^lt 
Hand  to  talce  the  Woman  hy  her  Right  Handy  and  to 
my  after  him  a^  folia  wet  h: 

I  3L  take  thcvj  N,  to  be  my  wedded  Wifn^ 
to  have  and  to  hold,  from  this  day  forward,  for 
better  for  worse,  for  richer  for  poorer,  in  sick* 
ness  and  in  health,  to  love  and  to  cherish,  till 
<Ieath  us  do  part,  according  to  God's  holy  ordi. 
nance  ;  and  thereto  I  plight  thee  my  faith. 

Then  shall  they  lose  their  hands.,  and  the  Wornan  inilh 
her  Right  Hand  taking  the  Man  hy  his  Right  Hand, 
.shall  likeit'isc  say  after  the  Minister: 

I  iV.  take  the  ilf.  to  be  my  wedded  Husband, 
to  have  and  to  hold  from  this  day  forward,  for 
better  for  worse,  for  richer  for  poorer,  in  sick« 
ness  and  in  health,  to  love,  cherish,  and  to 
obey,  till  death  us  do  part,  according  to  God's 
holy  ordinance ;  and  hereto  I  give  theo  my 
faith. 

The-n  shall  the  Minister  say. 

Let  us  P'"ay. 

O  Eternal  God,  Creator  and  Preserver  of  all 
mankind,  Givr ;  of  oil  Spiritual  grace,  the  Au- 
thor of  everlasting  life  ;  send  thy  blessing  upon 
these  thy  servants,  this  Man  and  this  Woman, 
V  horn  we  bless  in  thy  name  ;  that  as  Isaac  and 
Rebecca  lived  faithfully  together,  so  these  per- 
sf»ns  may  surely  perform  and  keep  the  vow  aiuj 
<'  )venant  betwixt  them  made,  and  may  ever  re- 
?^  nin  in  perf^^'^t  love  and  peace  tojiether.  and 
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live  according  to  thy  laws,  through  Jesus  Chris: 
our  Lord.     Amen, 

Then  shall  the  Minister  join  their  right  hands  together 

and  80 y^ 

Those  whom  God  hath  joined  together,  let 
no  man  put  asunder. 

Forasmuch  as  ilf.  and  iV.  have  consented 
together  in  holy  wedlock,  and  have  witnessed 
the  same  before  God  and  this  company,  and 
tliereto  have  pledged  their  faith  either  to  other, 
and  have  declared  the  same  by  joining  of 
hands ;  I  pronounce  that  they  arc  Man  and 
Wife  together,  In  the  name  of  tlie  Father,  and 
oi  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen, 

And  the  Minister  shall  add  his  blessing. 

God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  God  the  Holy 
Ghost,  bless,  preserve,  and  keep  you ;  the 
Lord  mercifully  with  his  favour  look  upon  you» 
and  so  fill  you  with  all  spiritual  benediction,  and 
grace,  that  ye  may  so  live  together  in  this  life, 
that  in  the  world  to  come  ye  may  have  life  ever- 
lasting.    Amen, 

Then  the  Minister  shall  say. 
Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  b(i 
thy  Name  :  Thy  kingdom  come  ;  Thy  will  be 
done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  Give  us  this 
<lay  our  daily  bread  ;  And  forgive  us  our  tre^'« 
passes,  as  we  forgive  them  that  trespass  again.s'. 
us  :  And  lead  us  not  into  tcmotation  ;  But  d'^- 
livor  us  from.  c\iL     A7n':n.- 
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Then  shall  th^  Minister  sai;, 

O  God  of  Abraham,  God  of  Isaac,  God  of 
Jacob,  bless  this  man  and  this  women,  and  sow 
the  seed  of  eternal  life  in  their  hearts,  that 
whatsoever  in  thy  holy  Word  they  shall  profi- 
tably learn,  they  may  indeed  fulfil  the  same, 
liook,  O  Lord,  mercifully  on  them  from  hea- 
ven,  and  bless  them.  And  as  thou  didst  send 
thy  blessings  upon  Abraham  and  Sarah,  to  their 
great  comfort ;  so  vouchsafe  to  send  thy  bles. 
wsings  upon  this  man  and  this  woman  ;  that  they 
obeying  thy  v. ill,  and  always  being  in  safety 
under  thy  protection,  may  abide  in  thy  love 
unto  their  lives  end,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Tiord.     Amcv, 

O  God,  wiio  by  thy  mighty  power  hast  made 
all  things  of  notliing,  who  also  (after  other 
Jhings  set  in  order)  didst  appoint  that  out  of 
inrm  (created  after  thine  own  image  and  simili- 
?;ide)  woman  should  take  her  beginning :  and 
knitting  them  together,  didst  teach  that  it  should 
never  be  lawful  to  put  asunder  those  whom  thou 
by  Matrimony  hast  made  one  ;  O  God,  who 
has  consecrated  the  state  of  Matrimony  to  such 
an  excellent  mystery,  that  in  it  is  signified  and 
represented  the  spiritual  marriage  and  unity  be- 
twixt Christ  and  his  Church:  Look  mercifully 
upon  this  man  and  this  woman  ;  that  this  man 
may  love  his  wife,  according  to  thy  Word  (as 
(Christ  did  love  his  Spouse  the  Church,  who 
ff ave  himself  for  it ;  loving  and  cherishing  it . 
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f'.vcn  as  lii3  own  ficsli,)  and  also  that  this  woman 
iiiay  be  loving  and  amiable,  faithful  and  obedi- 
ent to  her  husband ;  and  in  all  quietness,  so., 
briety,  and  peace,  bo  a  follower  of  holy  vnA 
godly  matrons.  O  Lord,  bless  them  both,  and 
grant  them  to  inherit  thy  everlasting  kingdom, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
Then  shall  the  Minister  say^ 
Almighty  God,  who  at  the  beginning  did  crt*. 
ate  our  first  parents,  Adam  and  Eve,  and  did 
t-anctify  and  join  them  together  in  marriage, 
pour  upon  you  the  riches  of  his  grace,  sanctify 
and  bless  you,  that  ye  may  please  him  both  in 
body  aad  soul,  and  live  together  in  holy  lovo 
unto  vour  lives  end.     Amen. 
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SECTION  rv. 
Tlie  Order  of  the  Burial  of  the  Dead. 

X.  B.  The  following  or  some  other  solemn  Sem -e 

t^hiill  bo  used. 

Thdi  Minister  meeting  the  Corpse^  and  going  before  it, 

shall  say, 

I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saith  the 
Lord  ;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were 
(iead,  yet  shall  he  live  ;  and  whosoever  liveth 
u.nd  believeth  in  mo,  shall  never  die.  John  xi. 
25-26. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that 
he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth. 
And  though,  after  my  skin,  worms  destroy  thi^ 
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body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God  :  whom 
I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  be- 
hold, and  not  another.  Job  xix.  25,  26,  27. 

We  brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  is 
certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out.  The  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  1  Tim.  vi.  7.  Job 
i.  21. 


If 
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At  the  grave ^  whtn  the  Corpse  is  laid  in  the  earthy  the 

Minister  shall  say^ 

Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  hath  but  a  short 
time  to  live,  and  is  full  of  misery.  He  cometh 
up,  and  is  cut  down  like  a  flower  :  he  fleeth  a^ 
it  were  a  shadow,  and  never  continueth  in  one 
stay. 

In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death :  of  whom 
may  we  seek  for  succour,  but  of  thee,  O  Lord, 
who  for  our  sins  art  justly  displeased  ? 

Yet,  O  Lord  God  most  holy,  O  Lord  most 
mighty,  O  holy  and  most  merciful  Saviour, 
deliver  us  not  into  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal 
death. 

Thou  knowest.  Lord,  the  secrets  of  our 
hearts :  shut  not  thy  merciful  ears  to  our 
prayers,  but  spare  us.  Lord  most  holy,  O  God 
most  mighty,  O  holy  and  merciful  Saviour, 
thou  most  worthy  Jud/je  eternal,  suffc*^  us  not 
at  our  last  hour  for  any  pains  of  death  to  fall 
from  thee. 
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Then  shall  he  said, 

I  lieard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying  \into 
Trie,  write  ;  From  honceforch  blessed  are  the 
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ead  wlio  die  in  the  Lord  :  even  so  saith  the 
:^pirit;  lor  tliey  rest  from  their  labour.-. 

Thc7i  shall  the  Minisicr  say^ 

Lord  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Christ  hare  mercy  upon  ?/<?, 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be 
thy  Name  ;  Thy  kingdom  come  ;  Thy  will  be 
lone  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  Give  us 
tliis  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our 
trespasses,  as  we  forgive  them  that  trespass 
against  us  :  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation  ; 
but  deiiver  us  from  evil.     Amen. 

The  Collect 

O  merciful  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  ix'surrection  and  the 
>.lto  ;  in  whom  whosoever  belicveth  shall  live, 
ihough  he  die  :  and  m  hosoever  liveth  and  be- 
iieveth  in  him,  shall  not  die  eternally.  Wo 
meekly  beseech  thee,  O  Father,  to  raise  us 
from  the  death  of  sin  unto  the  life  of  righte. 
ousness  ;  that  v/hcn  we  shall  depart  this  life 
v;c  may  rest  in  him  ;  and  at  the  general  resur- 
rection on  the.  last  day,  may  be  found  accept- 
Able  in  thy  sight,  and  receive  that  blessing 
•■:hi^h  thy  ^rl^A-r'lovrr\  ^on  phaU  th^n  pT.\ 
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liounc'vj  to  all  tliat  love  and  fear  thee,  saviiur, 
Conic  ye  blessed  children  ox'  my  Fjithcr,  re. 
reive  the  kingdom  prepared  for  3'ou  from  tln^ 
beginning  of  the  world.  Grant  this,  wo  bo- 
seech  thee,  O  merciful  Father,  through  Je^us 
Christ  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer.     Amen, 

The  grace  of  onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  love  of  (iod,  and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  be  with  us  all  evennore.     A7ncn, 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  Foinr  a^d  3ianner  or  making  an^ 

ORDAINING    OF    BISHOPS,    rJJ)i:KS\ 
AND    DEACO:;s. 

SECTION   I. 

The  Foj'm  and  Manner  of  waking  of  Deacon's, 

[When  the  day  appointed  by  the  I>ishop  is  (ionic, 
tlicre  shall  bo  a  sormou  or  exhort ati>»!';  doeiarin|r  tho 
I.Mity  aiid  OfHco  of  such  as  come  to  be  admittr '} 
Deacons.] 

Aff.cr  n'ltich,  one  of  fh".  Ehh'rs  ffJiaJl  rirrscnt  info  fh" 
JiisJnp  the  prr.-;nns  tn  bn  ordaimd  Deacons;  dud  llirir 
names  being  read  aioud^  the  Bishop  shall  say  unto 
the  people  ; 

Brethren,  if  there  be  any  of  you  who  know- 
eth  any  impediment  or  crime  in  any  of  these 
persons  presented  to  be  ordained  Deacons,  for 
the  which  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  that 
otiice,  let  him  come  forth  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  shew  what  the  crime  or  impediment  \9, 
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[If  any  crime  or  impediment  be  objected,  the  Bishop 
thall  fiurcease  from  ordaininj;  that  person,  until  such 
time  as  the  party  accused  shall  be  found  clear  of  tha; 
crime.] 

2^hen  shall  he  read  the  fallowing  Collect  and  Epistle. 

The  Collect. 

Almighty  God,wlio  by  thy  divine  Providence 
hast  appointed  divers  orders  of  Ministers  in  thy 
church,  and  didst  inspire  thy  apostles  to  choose 
into  the  order  of  Deacons,  thy  first  Martyr  St. 
Stephen,  with  others  •,  Mercifully  behold  these 
thy  servants  now  called  to  the  like  office  and 
administration ;  replenish  them  so  with  the 
fruth  of  thy  doctrine,  and  adorn  them  with  in- 
nocency  of  life^  that  both  by  word  and  good 
example,  they  may  faithfully  serve  thee  in  this 
office,  to  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  edifi- 
ration  of  thy  church,  through  the  merits  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth 
with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  nov/  and  for 
ever.     Ainen* 

The  Epistle.     1  Tim.  iii.  8—13. 

Likewise  must  the  Deacons  be  grave,  not 
double-tongued,  not  given  to  much  wine,  not 
greedy  of  filthy  lucre  ;  holding  the  mystery  of 
the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience.  And  let  these 
also  first  be  proved  ;  then  let  the>a  use  the  of- 
fice of  a  Deacon,  being  found  blameless.  Even 
ex>  must  their  wives  be  grave,  not  slanderers, 
.=^ber,  faithful  in  all  things.  Let  the  Deacons 
5'^  iho  husbands  of  ono  wife,  ralin*^  thoir  ohil- 
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dron  and  their  own  1ujuso3  wnlL  For  thoy 
that  have  used  the  oflice  of  a  Deacon  well, 
purchase  to  themselves  a  good  degree,  an\i 
great  boldness  in  the  fail^'.  whibh  is  in  Cliriiit 
Jesus. 

Then  shall  thr  Bishop  rxaminr  r very  one  of  those  who  arc 
to  he  ordained^  in  the  presence  of  the  People^  after 
this  manner  follounng. 

Do  you  trust  that  you  arc  inwardly  moved 
hy  the  Ho^y  ChoPt,  to  take  upon  you  the  office 
of  the  ministry  in  the  church  of  Christ,  to 
serve  God  for  the  promoting  of  his  glory,  and 
the  edifying  of  his  people  ? 

Ansu\  1  tru:^t  so. 

The  Bishop.  Do  you  unfeignodly  believe  all 
the  canonical  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Nev 
Testament  ? 

Answ.  I  do  believe  them. 

The  Bishop.  Will  you  diligently  read  or  ex  ^ 
pound  tlie  same  unto  the  people  whom  you 
shall  be  appointed  to  serve  ? 

Answ.  I  will. 

The  Bishop.  It  appertaineth  to  the  office  of  a 
Deacon  to  assist  the  Elder  in  Divine  Service. 
And  especially  when  he  ministereth  the  boh'' 
oommun'on  to  help  him  in  the  distribution 
thereof,  and  to  read  and  expound  the  holy 
Scriptures;  to  instruct  the  youth,  and  la  ihc 
absence  of  the  Elder  to  baptize.  And  furrier, 
more,  it  is  his  office,  to  search  for  the  sick, 
poor,  jiiid  impotent,  that  they  mav  be  visited 
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and  relieved.  Will  you  do  this  glaclly  and  will- 
ingly? 

Answ.  I      ^\  do  so  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  Bishoj.  Will  you  apply  all  your  dili- 
gence to  frame  vnnl  tashiou  your  own  lives 
(and  the  lives  of  your  families)  accordinf]^  to  the 
doctrine  of  Christ ;  and  to  make  (both)  your- 
selves (and  them)  as  much  as  in  you  lieth, 
wholesome  examples  of  the  flock  of  Christ?  > 

Ansv)»  I  will  do  so,  the  Lord  being  my 
helper. 

The  Bishop,  Will  you  reverently  obey  them 
to  whom  the  charge  and  government  over  you 
is  committed,  following  with  a  glad  mind  and 
will,  their  godly  admonitions  ? 

Aiisw,  I  will  endeavour  so  to  do,  the  Lord 
being  my  helper. 

Tkcit  the  Bishop  liujinrr  his  Hands  sixeralhj  upon  tun 
Head  of  ctery  one  of  them,  shiU  say,         ^ 

Take  thou  authority  to  execute  the  Oflice  of 
a  Deacon  in  the  church  of  God  ;  In  the  Namo 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

Then  slutll  the  Bishop  deliver  to  every  one  of  them  the 

Holy  Bible,  saying. 

Take  thou  authority  to  read  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures in  the  church  of  God,  and  to  preach  the 
same. 

Tfmnone  of  them  appointed  by  the  Bishop  shall  read  the 
Gospel,    Luke  xii.  35 — 38. 

Iri  j*our    loirra    h(\    girded  about  and  your 
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Yv^hi^  burninp:,  and  yn  yourselves  like  unt<) 
men  that  Wtiit  I'or  their  Lord,  when  he  \vill  re- 
turn from  the  wcdchnj]^,  thut  when  he  cometh 
and  knocketh,  they  nuiy  open  unto  themiinmc- 
dicitcly,  Blesiscd  are  those  servants,  whom  the 
JiOrd  when  lie  conK3th  shall  find  watching. 
Verily  I  say  unto  you.  That  he  shall  gird  hiin- 
f?elf,  and  make  them  to  sit  down  to  meat,  and 
will  come  forth  and  serve  them.  And  if  he 
shall  come  in  the  second  watch,  or  come  in  thf; 
third  watch  and  find  them  so,  blessed  arc  thoHc 
servants. 

[Then  aliali  the  Bishop  proceed  in  the  communion, 
;ni(i  all  that  are  ordained  sliall  receive  the  holy  coinn»u- 
nion.] 

Tlifi  commiLiiion  nidrd,  immcdintchj  Icfore  the  Bcnedic 
t/ofiy  shall  be  said  these  Collects  following  : 

Almighty  God,  giver  of  all  good  things,  who 
of  thy  great  goodness  hast  ouchsafed  to  ac. 
oept  and  take  these  they  servants  into  i\\v 
oliice  of  Deacons  in  thy  church  :  make  them, 
we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  ho  modest,  hum- 
ble, and  constant  in  their  niinistration,  and  to 
have  a  ready  will  to  observe  all  spiritual  disci- 
pline ;  that  they  having  always  the  testimony 
of  a  good  conscience,  and  continuing  ever 
stable  and  strong  in  thy  Son  Christ,  may  so 
well  behave  themselves  in  this  inferior  office, 
that  they  may  be  found  worthy  to  be  called  in- 
to the  higher  ministries  in  thy  church,  through 
the  sa'no  tbv  Son  our  ►Saviour  ^<^.':^\\)^  I'hrist :  t.* 
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whom  be  alorv  and  honour  worlil  without  end. 
Anirn, 

Provcnt  us,  O  T^ord,  in  all  our  doings,  wif!) 
thy  most  inrracious  lavour,  and  further  us  with 
thy  continual  help ;  (hat  in  all  our  works  be- 
f^un,  continued,  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may 
glority  thy  holy  Name,  and  linally,  by  thy 
mercy,  obtain  everlasting  lil'e,  throufi;h  Jesus 
C'hrist  our  Lord.     Amen* 

'I'ho  peace  of  God.  which  passeth  all  under. 
5staudin<r,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
laiowledge  an<l  lov(^  of  God,  and  CitMiis  Son  Jc- 
SIS  Christ  our  Lord.  And  the  blcnsinfj  ot*Gn<i 
vMmi^hty,  the  Father,  the  8on,  and  the  Holy 
(ihost,  be  amon«r  vou,  and  remain  with  ve^j 
f.hvo.vs.     A7}frn» 


FFCTION  II. 

The  Form  and  Manner  of  OnloLnum  Elders, 

[When  the  day  appointed  by  tlie  Eisliop  is  como  tlicro 
t^hall  be  aacrinon,  or  cxiiortation  doclarinjr  tho  Duty 
and  Office  of  .sucli  as  come  to  be  admitted  Elder.s : 
l:o\v  necesnary  tliat  orderis  in  the  clmrch  of  Chrirt, 
and  also  how  tlic  people  ou{^"ht  to  esteem  them  in 
their  ofiicc.] 

After  which,  one  of  the  Elders  shall  present  unto  the 
Bishop  all  them  that  arc  to  be  ordained,  and  say, 

I  present  unto  you  these  persons  present  to 
hr^  ordained  Elders. 
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Then  their  iiaincH  hcini^  read  aloud^  the  Bishop  shall 

say  unto  the.  People, 

Brethren,  these  are  they  whom  we  purpose, 
Ciod  wiUin^j;,  this  day  to  ordain  Ehlers.  For 
after  due  examination,  we  (ind,  not  to  the  con- 
trary, but  that  they  are  lawlidly  culled  to  tin.-; 
i'lmction  and  ministry,  and  that  ihcy  are  piT- 
sons  meet  for  the  same.  But  if  there  be  any 
of  you,  who  knoweth  any  impediment  or  crime 
in  any  o^  them,  for  the  whieli  he  ought  not  to 
be  received  in  this  holy  ministry,  let  him  come 
forth  in  the  name  of  God,  and  shew  what  tho 
crime  or  impediment  is. 

[If  any  crime  or  inipcdiment  be  o1>jccUm1,  the  Bishop 
ahail  surcease  from  ordaining'  tluit  person  until  such 
time  as  the  Party  accused  sliall  be  found  clear  of  tho 
crime.] 

Then  shall  he  mid  the  Collect^   Epistle,   and. 
Gospel,  as  foUowcth. 

The  Collect, 

Almighty  God,  giver  of  all  good  things,  who 
by  thy  Holy  Spirit  hast  appointed  divers  orders 
of  ministers  in  thy  church  ;  Mercifully  behold 
these  thy  servants  now  called  to  the  office  of 
Elders,  and  replenish  them  so  with  the  truth  of 
thy  doctrine,  and  adorn  them  with  innocency 
of  life,  that  both  by  word  and  good  example 
they  may  faithfully  serve  thee  in  this  office,  to 
rhe  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  edification  «•! 
'iiv  church,  thiuiuTh  the  nif'rit.s  of  our  .^uvi<'  ^r 
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Josns  Christ,  wlio  livoth  anrl  rcignotli  with  tho 
'.iiid  th(i  Holy  Ghost,  world  without  en<l.  A.?ncri. 

The  Epi&fle.  Eph.  iv.  7—13. 
Unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace  accor- 
ding tf>  the  measure  ot"  tlic^  gift  of  Cluist. — 
Wherefore  lie  saith,  When  he  ascended  up  on 
high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts 
unto  men.  (Now  that  he  ascended,  what  is  it 
but  that  ho  also  descended  first,  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  earth  ?  He  that  descended,  is  the 
same  also  that  ascended  up  far  above  ail  heav. 
ens,  that  he  might  till  all  things.)  And  he  gave 
some  apostles  ;  and  some  prophets ;  and  some 
evangelists ;  and  some  pastors  and  teachers ; 
for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
<Jj)rist,  till  \vo  all  conies  in  the  unity  of  thf  faith, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  (jod,  unto 
a  perfect  man,  imto  the  measure  of  the  statun; 
ci'  the  fulness  of  Christ. 

Aff.pr  this  shall  be  read  for  th(  Goffprl^  part  of  the  tenth 

chapter  of  St.  Johru 

St.  Johnx.  i— 16. 
Vcrilv,  verilv,  f  say  unto  you.  He  that  en- 
t:'reth  not  by  tiie  door  into  the  sheepfold,  but 
."iimbeth  up  some  other  wiiy,  the  same  is  a  thief 
irud  a  robber.  But  he  that  (aiteretli  in  by  the 
door,  is  the  shejihovd  of  the  Sheej).  To  him 
the  porter  openeth,  and  the  sheep  hear  tiis 
voice,  and  he  calleth  his  own  sheep  by  nanit? 
And  leaflotlj  them  <»ut,     Ajid  wbon  ho  pnttr^th 
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forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth  before  them,  and 
the  sheep  follow  him,  for  they  know  his  voice. 
And  a  stranger  will  they  not  follow,  but  fleu 
from  him,  for  they  know  noi:  the  voice  of  stran- 
gers. This  parable  spake  Jesus  unto  them, 
but  they  understood  not  v/hat  things  they  were 
which  he  spake  unto  them.  Then  said  Jesus 
unto  them  again.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
1  am  the  door  of  the  sheep.  All  that  ever  canu' 
before  me  are  thieves  and  robbers,  but  the 
sheep  did  not  hear  them.  I  am  the  door,  by  me 
if  ar-y  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shal! 
go  in  and  out,  and  fmd  pasture. — The  thief 
Cometh  not  but  to  steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  des'- 
troy  ;  I  am  come  that  they  might  have  lifC;.  and 
that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly.  I 
am  the  good  sliepherd  :  the  good  shepherd 
giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep.  But  he  that  is 
an  hireling,  and  not  the  Shepherd,  whose  ov  ri 
the  sheep  are  not,  seeth  the  wolf  coming,  and 
leaveth  the  sheep,  and  lleeth,  and  the  wolf 
catchcth  them,  and  scattereth  the  sheep.  The 
hireling  (leeth  because  he  is  an  hireling,  and 
carcth  not  for  the  sheep. — 1  am  the  good  Shep- 
herd, and  know  my  sheep,  and  am  knov/n  o'f 
riiine.  As  the  Father  knoweth  me,  even  ?a 
know  I  the  Father :  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for 
the  sheep.  And  other  sheep  I  have  which  ar»^ 
rK)t  of  this  fold :  them  also  I  must  bring,  and 
thev  shall  hear  my  voice,  and  tlv^r-'  shall  ''^o 
■■:c  i^'li  and  o;)e  Bh^^rheri. 
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And  that  done,  the  Bishop  shall  say  unto  them  as  here* 

after  followeth  : 

You  have  heard,  brethren,  as  well  in  your 
private  examination,  as  in  the  exhortation  which 
was  now  made  to  you,  and  in  the  holy  lessons 
taken  out  of  the  gospel,  and  the  writings  of  the 
apostles,  of  what  dignity,  and  of  how  great  im. 
portance  this  office  is  whereunto  you  are  cal- 
led. And  now  again  we  exhort  you  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  have 
in  remembrance,  into  how  high  a  dignity,  and 
to  how  weighty  an  office  ye  are  called  :  That 
is  to  say,  to  be  messengers,  watchmen  and 
stewards  of  the  Lord,  to  teach,  and  to  premon- 
ish,  to  feed  and  provide  for  the  Lord's  family,  to 
seek  for  Christ's  sheep  that  are  dispersed  a- 
broad,  and  for  his  children  who  are  in  the 
midst  of  this  evil  world,  that  they  may  be  saved 
through  Christ  for  ever. 

Have  always  therefore  printed  in  your  re. 
membrance,  how  great  a  treasure  is  committed 
to  your  charge. — For  they  are  the  sheep  of 
Christ,  which  he  bought  with  his  death,  and 
for  whom  he  shed  his  blood.  The  church  and 
congregation  whom  you  must  serve,  is  his 
Spouse,  and  his  body.  And  if  it  shall  happen, 
the  same  church,  or  any  member  thereof,  do 
take  any  liurt  or  hindrance  by  reason  of  your 
negligence,  ye  know  the  greatness  of  the  fault, 
and  also  the  horrible  punishment  that  will  en- 
rue,     Wheroforo  consider  with  yourselves  th^ 
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oud  of  tiic  ministry  tcAvards  tho  children  of 
God,  towards  the  Spouse  and  body  of  Christ ; 
and  see  that  you  never  cease  your  labour,  your 
care  and  diligence,  until  you  liave  done  all  that 
lieth  in  vou,  accordin,^  to  vour  boundcn  duty, 
to  bring  all  such  as  are  or  shall  be  committed 
to  your  charge,  unto  that  agreement  in  the  faith 
and  knowledge  of  God,  and  to  that  ripeness  and 
perfectness  of  age  in  Christ,  that  there  be  no 
place  left  among  you,  cither  for  error  in  reli- 
gion, or  for  viciousncss  in  life. 

Forasmuch  then  as  your  oliicc  is  both  of  so 
great  excellency,  and  of  so  great  difficulty,  yo 
.*^ec  with  how  great  care  and  study  ye  ought  to 
apply  yourselves,  as  well  that  ye  may  shew 
yourselves  dutiful  and  thankful  unto  tliat  Lord, 
who  hath  placed  you  in  so  high  a  dignity  ;  as 
also  to  beware  that  neither  you  yourselves  of- 
fend, nor  be  occasion  that  othei's  offend.  Ho\\'- 
beit  3^e  carmot  have  a  mind  and  will  thereto  of 
yourselves  ;  for  that  will  and  ability  is  given  of 
irod  alone ;  therefore  ye  ought,  and  have  need 
to  pray  earnestly  for  his  Holy  Spirit.  And 
sccmg  that  ye  cannot  by  any  other  means  corn- 
pays  the  doing  of  so  weighty  a  work,  pertain- 
mg  to  the  salvation  of  man,  but  with  doctrine 
and  exhortation  taken  out  of  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  with  a  life  agreeable  to  the  sam^  ; 
consider  how  studious  yc  ought  to  be  in  red- 
ding  and  learning  the  Scriptures,  and  in  framing 
tho  rnannrrs  both  of  yourselves,  and  of  thnm 
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that  specially  pertain  unto  you,  according  .  » 
rlie  rule  of  tho  same  Scriptures  ;  and  for  thiy 
yelf-same  cause,  how  ye  ought  to  forsake  and 
set  aside  (as  much  as  you  may)  all  worldly  cares 
and  studies. 

We  have  good  hope  that  you  hoVe  all  weigh, 
ed  and  pondered  these  things  with  yourselves 
long  before  this  time  :  and  that  you  have  clearly 
determined,  by  God's  grace,  to  give  yourselves", 
v/holly  to  this  office,  whercunto  it  hath  pleased 
Goa  to  call  you ;  so,  that,  as  much  as  lieth  in 
3  ou,  you  will  apply  youri-^lves  wholly  to  this 
one  thing,  and  draw  all  your  cares  and  studies 
this  way,  and  that  you  will  continually  pray  to 
(yod  the  Father,  by  the  mediation  of  our  only 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  heavenly  assis- 
tance of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  that  by  daily  read- 
ing and  weighing  of  the  Scriptures,  ye  may 
v/ax  riper  and  stronger  in  your  ministry;  ami 
that  ye  may  so  endeavour  yourselves  from  time 
to  time  to  sanctify  the  lives  of  you  and  yours, 
and  to  fashion  them  after  the  rule  and  doctrine* 
of  Christ,  that  ye  may  be  wholesome  and  godly 
examples  and  patterns  for  the  people  to  fol- 
low. 

And  now  that  this  present  congregation  of 
Christ,  here  assembled,  may  also  understand 
your  minds  and  wills  in  these  things,  and  that 
this  your  promise  may  the  more  move  you  to 
do  your  duties ;  ye  shall  answer  plainly  to 
♦hose  things  whi^h  we,  in  the  name  of  God 
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and  his  Church,  sholl  demand  of  vou  touching 
the  same. 

Do  you  think  in  your  heart,  that  vou  an* 


ill  of 


Lord 


truly  called,  according  to  the 
Jesus  Christ,  to  the  order  of  Elders? 

Answ,  I  think  ko. 

The  BisJiop,  Arc  you  persuaded  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  contain  «uiiiciently  all  doc- 
trine requin^d  of  necessity  for  eternal  salva- 
tlon  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ?  And  are 
you  determined,  out  of  the'  said  Scriptures  to 
instruct  the  people  committed  to  your  charge, 
and  to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  necessity 
to  eternal  salvation,  hut  that  which  you  shall 
he  persuaded,  may  he  concluded  and  prove i 
hy  the  Scripture  / 

Answ.  I  am  so  persuaded,  and  have  so  de- 
termined, hy  God's  grace. 

The  Bifihop,  Will  yr,u  then  give  your  faith- 
ful diligence,  always  so  to  minister  the  doctrine 
and  sacraments,  and  discipline  of  Christ,  as 
the  Lord  hath  commanded  ? 

Answ,  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  the  Lord. 

The  Bishop,  Will  you  be  ready  with  all 
faithful  diligence,  to  banish  and  drive  away  all 
erroneous  and  stranrre  doctrines  contrary  to 
Ood's  word  ;  and  to  i:se  both  public  and  private 
monitions  and  exhortations,  as  well  to  the  sick 
as  to  the  whole  witiiin  your  charge,  as  nvcd 
f'hall  require,  and  occasion  shall  be  given  ? 

Avsv,  I  will,  tlie  Lord  h'Anz  my  JM^lpn:*. 
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T/;6'  B'ushop,  Will  you  be  diligent  in  prayer.-', 
rud  in  r'jadinu;  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  in 
^uch  studies  as  help  to  the  knowledge  ol'  tlie 
K<anie,  laying  aside  the  study  of  the  world  and 
i\iQ  Hesh? 

Answ.  I  will  endeavour  so  to  do,  the  liord 
being  my  helper. 

The  Bishop,  Will  you  be  diligent  to  frame 
and  tashion  yourselves,  and  your  faniiliesi^  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  of  Christ :  and  to  make 
both  yourselves,  and  them,  as  much  as  in  you 
iieth,  wholesome  examples  and  patterns  to  tho 
Jk)ck  of  Christ? 

Answ,  1  shall  apply  Diysclf  thereto,  the  Lord 
being  my  helper. 

The  Bishop,  Will  you  maintain  and  set  for- 
ward, as  much  as  lietii  in  you,  ([uietness,  peacf». 
and  love  among  all  Christian  People,  aiu! 
•jspeciaily  among  tlicm  that  are  or  shall  be 
committed  to  your  ciiarge  ? 

Aiisw,  1  will  so  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

'I'he  Bishop,  Wdi  you  reverently  obey  your 
chief  ministers,  unto  whom  is  committed  the 
charge  and  government  over  you  ;  following 
v»ith  a  glad  mind  and  will  th«.ir  godly  admoni- 
lions,  submitting  yourselves  to  their  godly  judg- 
rj.ents  ? 


Atisw.  I  will  so  do,  the  Lord 
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Then  shall  the  B's-hop^  standing  ?/;?,  S(7//, 


Almighty  (rod,  wiio  hath  given  }ou  this  will 
do  all  thes<^   things,  grant   also  unto  you 
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Strength  and  power  to  perform  the  same  ;  that 
he  may  accomplish  his  work  wiiich  he  hath 
begun  in  you,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Aincn, 

[After  this  the  conj^regation  shall  be  desired,  sccret- 
\y  in  their  prayen',  to  make  their  humble  supplications 
to  God  for  all  these  thinjrR :  for  the  which  prayers 
there  shall  be  silence  kept  for  a  space.] 

After  tohich  shall  he  said  by  the  Bishop^  (the  persona  to 
be  ordained  Elders  all  kneelinfi;)  Veni,  Creator,  Spir- 
tus,  the  Bishop  beginnings  and  the  Elders  and  others 
that  arc  present^  answering  by  vcrse^  as  fotloircth : 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire, 
And  lighten  with  celestial  fire. 
Thou  the  anointing  Spirit  art, 
Who  dost  thy  Sev^n-fold  gifts  impart. 
Thy  blessed  Unction  from  above 
Is  comfort,  life,  and  fire  of  love. 
Enable  with  perpetual  light 
The  dullness  of  our  blinded  sight; 
Anoint  imd  cheer  our  soiled  face 
With  the  abundance  of  thy  grace  : 
Keep  far  our  foes,  give  peace  at  home, 
W^here  thou  art  guide,  no  ill  can  come. 
Teach  us  to  know  the  Father,  Son, 
And  thee,  of  both  to  be  but  one : 
That  through  the  ages  all  along, 
This  may  be  our  endless  song ; 
Praise  to  thy  eternal  merit. 
Father i  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit, 

T}at  donCi  t^.e  Bishop  shall  pray  in  t^.fa  iolfc,  cr.d  (hij 
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Let  us  pruy. 
Aliniij-hty  God  and  heaveiilv  Father,  wlio  of 
thine  infinite  love  and  goodness  towards  us, 
};a«t  given  to  us  thy  only  and  most  dearly  be- 
loved Son  Jesus  Christ  to  be  our  Redeemer, 
•^nd  the  author  of  everlasting-  liie  ;  who  after 
he  had  made  perfect  our  redem})tion  by  hi- 
death,  and  was  ascended  into  heaven,  sent 
fj broad  into  the  world  his  Apostles,  Prophets, 
liVangelists,  Doctors,  and  Pastors;  by  whose 
labour  and  ministry  he  gathered  together  a 
great  flock  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  set  fortJi 
the  eternal  praise  of  thy  holy  name  :  for  these 
so  great  benelits  of  thy  eternal  goodness,  and 
for  that  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  call  these  thy 
t-orvants  here  present  to  the  same  OfRce  and 
rninistrv  appointed  for  the  salvation  of  mankind, 
we  render  unto  thee  most  hearty  thanks  :  we 
praise  and  worship  thee  ;  and  we  humbly  be- 
eeech  thee  by  the  same  thy  blessed  Son,  to 
grant  unto  all,  who  either  here  or  elsewhere 
call  upon  thy  Name,  that  wc  may  continue  to 
L-:hew  ourselves  thankful  unto  thee  for  these  and 
all  other  thy  benefits,  and  Ihat  we  may  daily 
increase  and  go  forward  in  the  knowledge  and 
fuith  of  thee  and  thy  Son,  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
iSo  tliat  as  well  by  these  thy  Ministers,  as  by 
them  over  whom  they  shall  be  appointed  th}' 
Ministers,  thy  holy  name  may  be  for  ever  glo- 
rified, and  thy  blessed  khigdom  enlarged,  thro' 
''.he  samo  thvRon  J^sn«»  Chri^'t  our  Lord  :  wh^^^ 
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liveth  and  reignetii  with  thee  in  the  unity  of  the 
same  Holy  Spirit,  world  without  end.  Amen, 

When  this  prayer  is  done,  the  Bishop,  with  the  Elder.-', 
present,  shall  lay  their  hands  severnlly  upon  the  hend 
of  every  one  that  reccivetli  the  order  of  Elders :  the 
Keceivers  humbly  kneeling  upon  their  knees,  and  tho 
Bishop  saying, 

The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the  Holy  Ghort 
for  the  Oifice  and  Work  of  an  Elder  in  the 
Church  of  God,  now  committed  unto  thee  by 
the  imposition  of  our  hands.  And  be  thou  a 
faithful  Dispenser  of  the  word  of  God,  and  of 
his  Holy  Sacraments  ;  In  the  name  of  the  Fa- 
ther,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
A7ncn, 

Then  the  Bishop  shall  doliver  to  every  one  of  theni, 
kneeling,  tho  Bible  into  his  hands,  saying, 

Take  thou  authority  to  preach  the  VA'^ord  of 
God,  and  to  administer  the  ho!v  sacraments  in 
the  con<Tre<xation. 

DO 

Then  the  Bishop  shall  say, 
3Iost  mercifid  Father,  wo  beseech  thee  to 
send  upon  these  thy  servants  the  heavenly  bless- 
ings, that  they  ma})  be  clothed  with  righteous- 
ness, and  that  thy  Word  spoken  by  their  mouths, 
may  have  such  success,  that  it  may  never  be 
spoken  in  vain.  Grant  also  that  we  may  have 
grace  to  hear  and  receive  what  they  shall  deli- 
ver out  of  thy  most  holy  word,  or  agreeably  to 
the  same,  as  the  means  of  our  salvation  ;  and 
that  in  all  ^ur  words  and  decd.^  we  mav  seek 
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thy  glory,  ami  (he  increase  of  thy  kingdom, 
through  Jcwu.s  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 

Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doings,  with 
thy  moat  gracious  favour,  and  further  us  witlj, 
thy  continual  help,  that  in  all  our  works  begun, 
continued  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify 
thy  holy  naine,  and  finally,  by  thy  mercy,  ob- 
tain everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen, 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 

standing,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 

knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of 

God  Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 

Holy  Ghost,  be  among  you,  and  remain  with 

you  always.     Amen, 

*;,t*  [If  on  the  same  day  the  order  of  Deacons  bo 
f^ivcn  to  sonic,  and  that  of  Elders  to  others,  tho 
Deacons  shall  be  first  presented,  and  then  the  Elders. 
The  Collects  shall  both  be  used :  firfit  that  for  Deacons, 
then  that  for  Elders.  The  Epistle  shall  be  Ephes.  iv. 
7  to  13,  as  before  in  this  office.  Immediately  after 
which,  they  that  are  to  be  ordained  Deacons  shall  be 
examined  and  ordained,  as  is  above  prescribed.  Then 
one  of  them  havinjr  read  the  Gospel,  which  shall  be  St. 
Jt>h:i  X.  1.  as  before  in  this  office:  they  that  are  to  bo 
ordained  Elders,  shall  likewise  be  examined  and  ordain, 
cd,  as  ixi  this  office  before  appointed.] 


SECTION  III. 

The  Form  of  Ordaining  a  Biahirp, 
the   Collect, 
Almighty  God,  who  by  thv  San  Jesus  Christ 
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iVuhi  give  to  thy  holy  Apostles  man}'  excnllfnt 
j'ifts,  and  didst  chanjf^  th*'!n  to  f'-'-d  ihy  flock  ; 
;rivc  grace  we  beseech  thee,  to  nil  the  Minis. 
:^rs  and  Pastors  of  thy  church,  that  they  may 
•  .  i<rently  preach  thy  Word,  and  duly  sulniinis. 
tor  the  godly  J)iscipiin(^  thereof;  and  <rrant  to 
the  people,  that  they  may  ohcfliently  follow 
the  sanit; ;  that  all  may  receive  the  crown  of 
everlasling  glory,  througli  Je.sus  ('hri3t  our 
Lord.     Amen, 

Thf^n  yhall  he  reaa  by  one  of  tlic  Eltlers% 
The  Epistle.     Acts  XX.  17—85. 

From  Miletuy  Paul  sent  toEphesus,  and  cal- 
hid  the  Elders  of  the  Churcli. — And  whenthev 
were  eorne  to  him,  lie  said  unto  them.  Ye  know, 
from  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  after 
what  manner  I  have  beeri  with  you  at  ail  sea- 
sons,  serving  the  Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind, 
and  with  many  tears  and  temptations,  which 
befel  me  by  the  lyinjj;  in  wait  of  the  Jews;  and 
liosv  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profiti'hie 
nnto  you,  hut  have  shewed  yon,  and  havi.' 
tau<^ht  yon  }mbliely,  and  from  house  to  house, 
testitying  both  to  die  Jews,  and  also  to  tho 
GrecdLs,  repentance  toward  God,  and  taith  to- 
word  our  Lord  Jesus  Ghrist.  And  now  .  ehold, 
I  go  bound  in  the  Spirit  imto  Jerusalem,  not 
iviiowing  the  thin^^s  tliat  sliall  befall  me  there  ; 
save  that  the  Holv  Ghost  witnessetii  in  everv' 
rity,  sayinrr.  that    bonds  and  alHictions  abide 
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mc.  l>iit  none  of  those  tilings  move  mc,  nei* 
thcr  count  1  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  ho  that  I 
miijht  tinisli  my  course  with  io\,  aiul  the  minis, 
try  vvhieh  I  have  reeeived  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
to  testify  the  .c^ospol  of  the  grace  of  (lod.  And 
now,  bcdiold,  1  know  that  ye  all,  among  whoni 
I  have  ,<jone  preaching  the  Kingdom  of  (iod, 
i-hall  see  my  fiicp  no  n:ore. — Whenfore  I  take 
you  to  record  this  dnv,  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
Mood  of  all  men.  For  I  liave  nnf  .shunned  to 
declare  unto  you  all  ll>e  counsel  of  (iod.  Take 
heed  therefore  unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the 
llock,  over  the  vhich  tlic  Holy  (iiiost  hath 
made  vou  Overseers,  to  feed  the  ('hurch  of  Cod 
Avhieh  lie  hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood. 
For  i  know  this,  that  after  my  departing  shall 
grievous  wolves  enter  in  among  you,  not  spar- 
rng  the  flock.  Also  of  your  own  selves  shall 
men  arise,  speaking  perverse  things,  to  draw 
av/ay  disciples  after  them.  Therefore  watch, 
and  remember,  that  by  the  space  of  three 
years,  I  ceased  not  lo  warn  every  one  night 
and  day  uith  tears.  And  now,  brethren,  I 
commend  you  lo  (jod,  and  to  tlic  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to 
give  you  an  inheritance  among  them  who  are 
sanctified.  1  Iiave  coveted  no  man's  silver,  or 
gold,  or  apparel;  yea,  ye  yourselves  know 
that  those  liands  liave  ministered  unto  my  ne- 
cessities,  and  to  them  that  were  with  me.  I 
)iavo  slinv.'cd  MMi  all  tl^inirs,  liow  t!i3t  so  ji. 
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hourin^f  ye  ought  to  support  the  weak  ;  and  to 
remember  the  words  of  the  Lf>rd  Jesus,  how 
h(^  said,  It  is  more  blessed  to  <^'ivo  than  to  re- 
eoive. 

7^hffi  another  shall  rc.ad^ 
The  Gospel,     St.  John  xxi.  IT)-! 7. 

Jesus  saith  to  Simon  Peter,  Simon,  son  of 
Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  more  than  these  ?  11(3 
saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord ;  thou  knowest  that 
I  love  thee.  He  saith  unto  him,  Feed  m}' 
lambs.  lie  saith  unto  him  again  the  second 
time,  Simon,  son  of  J(»nas,  lovest  thou  me?  Hc^ 
saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord;  tliou  knowest  that  I 
love  thee.  lie  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  sheep. 
He  saith  unto  him  thii  third  time,  Simon,  son  of 
Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  ?  Peter  was  grieved  be- 
eause  he  said  unto  him  the  tliird  tiiue,  Lovest 
thou  me?  And  ho  said  unto  him,  Lord,  thou 
Jinowest  all  tilings:  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thco.     Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  sheep. 

Or  this:  St.  Matt,  xxviii.  18-'J0. 

Jesus  came  and  spake  unto  them,  saying, 
All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.  Go  ye  tliereforc  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  wha^tsoever  I  hav<i 
connnanded  you  ;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  tlie  end  of  the  world. 
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Aflxr  t-liC  rio?p(^.l  and  the  Sermon  arc  ciuled,  the  elect- 
ed Person  shall  be  presented  by  two  Elders  unt'.  tiio 
Uishop,  saying, 
We  present  unto  you  this  holy  Man  to  bf^ 

ordained  a  Bishop. 

Tlien  the  i3ishop  shall  move  t'le  Conirre^rntion  present, 
to  pray,  Hay  in  Of  tiius  to  them: 
Brethren,  it  is  written  in  the  gospel  of  Saint. 
Luke,  That  our  Saviour  Christ  continued  the 
vvholo  night  in  prayer,  bclbre  he  did  chooser 
and  send  forth  lus  twelve  apostiej.  It  is  writ- 
Tcn  also  HI  the  Acts  (»f  the  Apostles,  that  the 
Disciples  v»ho  were  at  Antioch,  did  fast  and 
play,  before  they  laid  hands  on  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas, and  sent  them  forth.  liOt  us,  therefore, 
following  the  example  of  our  Saviour  Christ, 
and  his  Apostles,  first  fail  to  prayer  before  we 
juhnit,  and  send  forth  this  person  presented  to 
us,  to  the  work  wherrunto  we  trust  the  Holy 
Ghost  hath  called  him. 

Tlien  shall  be  said  tills  prnyer  following: 

Almijj^htv  God,  aiver  of  all  ixood  thinirs, 
who  by  thy  Holy  &!pir't  hast  appointed  divers 
orders  of  ministers  in  thy  church  ;  niercifuil)' 
behold  this  thy  servant  now  called  to  the  wori: 
and  ministry  of  a  Bishop,  and  replenish  him  so 
with  the  truth  of  thy  doctrine,  and  adorn  him 
with  innocency  of  life,  that  both  bv  word  and 
deed,  he  may  faithfully  serve  thee  in  this  office, 
to  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  edifying  and 
well  governing  of  thy  Church,  through  tln^ 
janrits  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  iiveth. 
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aiiJ  rcigriolh  with  thco  and  the  Holy  Gho:il, 

-.vorld  without  cud.     Amen, 

Then  the  Bishop  shall  say  to  hhii  that  is  to  be  ordained , 

Brother,  Ibrasmuch  as  the  holy  iScripturt;; 
commands  tliat  we  should  not  he  hasty  in  lay- 
ii}*r  on  hands,  and  adBiitting  any  person  to  go\'- 
«  rnmcnt  in  the  Church  ox  Christ,  which  ho 
hath  purchased  with  no  less  price  than  the  ci^n- 
dion  of  his  own  hlood  ;  before  I  admit  you  to 
this  administration  I  will  examine  you  on  cer- 
tain articles,  to  the  end  that  the  congregation 
present  may  have  atrial,  and  bear  witness  how 
you  are  minded  to  behave  yourself  in  t}>'j 
Church  of  God. 

Are  you  persuaded  that  your  are  truly  called 
to  this  ministration,  according  to  the  will  of  o\:r 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  ? 

Answ,  I  am  so  persuaded. 

TJic  Bishop,  Are  you  persuaded  that  the  he- 
ly  Scriptures  contain  sufficiently  all  doctrino 
required  of  necessity  for  eternal  salvation., 
furough  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ?  And  are  you 
iietermined  out  of  the  same  holy  Hcrpturcs  to 
lusfruct  the  people  committed  to  your  charge, 
and  to  teach  or  maintain  nothing  as  required  of 
necessit)/  to  eternal  salvation,  but  that  which 
you  shall  be  persuaded  may  be  concluded  and 
proved  by  the  same  ? 

Ansiv,  I  am  so  persuaded,  and  dctcnnined  by 
God's  grace. 

Tfic  Bkb>i\  Will  you  thcii  fiiithfully  czcr^ 
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'ISO  yoiirsoif  in  the  rarno  lioly  Scriptiirc^^  nri 
("all  upon  God  by  prayer  for  tlio  true  imdcrstaii" 
'Viu^  of  tlio  samo,  so  as  yoii  may  bo  a!)lo  by 
:hoin  to  teach  and  oxliort  with  wholesome  doc- 
trine, and  to  withstand  and  convince  the  <?;ain- 
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An-'^ir,  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  Bishop,  Are  you  ready  with  faithful  dili- 
i^ence,  to  banish  and  drive  away  all  erroneons 
and  strange  doctrines  contrary  to  God's  Word, 
nnd  both  privately  and  openly  to  call  upon  and 
"■ncourajre  others  to  the  same  1 

Anru\  I  am  ready, the  Lord  being  iny  helper. 

The  Bishop,  Vv  ill  3'ou  deny  all  ungodline?.'? 
r.nd  worldly  lusts,  and  live  soberly,  righteously, 
nnd  godly  in  this  present  world,  that  you  may 
ehcw  yourself  in  all  things  an  example  of  good 
works  unto  others,  tliat  the  adversary  may  be 
ashamed,  having  nothing  to  say  against  you  ? 

Answ,  I  will  so  do.  tlic  Lord  being  my  b^lncr. 

The  Bishop.  Will  3'ou  maintain  and  set  for- 
ward as  much  as  shall  He  in  you,  quietnc:::?, 
."ove  nnd  peace  among  all  men  :  and  such  as 
f- hall  be  unquiet,  disobedient  and  criminal  with- 
;ri  your  district,  correct  and  punisli  accordincr 
to  such  authority  as  }ou  have  by  God's  word, 
riud  as  shall  be  committed  unto  you  ? 

Ansy,  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  Bimop,  Will  you  be  faithful  in  ordalr.- 
;' ng,  sending,  or  laying  hands  upon  others  ? 

Ansir.  I  will  so  be.  by  th*^  hrdo  of  God. 
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The  Blshoj),  \\\\\  you  shew  yourscirgeutli  , 
uiid  be  merciiul  tor  C'hrist's  s^akij,  to  poor  aiu. 
needy  people,  iLud  to  uU  strangers  destitute  o. 
help  / 

SiasiD.  I  will  so  sh<i\v  inyself,  by  God's  hcIi;. 
Then  the  Uishop  shall  suy, 

Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  vv!i*. 
hatii  given  you  a  good  will  to  do  all  these  things-, 
grant  also  unto  you  strength  and  power  to  per- 
iorni  the  same ;  that  he  aecomplishing  in  yoi: 
\\io  good  work  which  he  hath  begun,  you  nia\ 
be  found  perfect  and  irreprehensiblo  at  thj 
last  day,  tlircugh  Jesus  Ciirist  our  Lord.  Arncv- 

Then  bhail  Vcni,  Creator  Spiritus,  bji  t;uii, 
Gome  Holy  Ghost,  our  soi:!o  inspire. 
And  lii/Jilcji  with  celestial  jirc^ 
Thou  the  anoiiitiiig  Spirit  art, 
Who  dost  thy  scv^n-fold  gifi^  inipa-- . 
Thy  blessed  Unctiun  ironi  above 
/.y  comfort,  life,  and  fire  of  loic. 
Enable  Vvith  per})etual  light 
The  didncssif  our  bU/idcd  sli^h!  ; 
Anoint  and  cheer  our  soiled  faci- 
With  the  abundance  of  ilu/  grace  : 
Keep  far  our  foes,  give  peace  at  huiuv  . 
Where  thou  art  guide,  no  ill  can  come. 
'j'oach  us  to  .know  the  Father,  ^on 
Aiid  thcc  of  hath  to  be  hut,  one  ; 
That  through  the  ages  ail  aion^y 
This  711011  he  our  endless  song  ^ 
JiiVaisc  to  tiiy  eternal  laerit. 
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That  ended,  the  Bisliop  siiall  t-MV, 

Jyord  lioar  our  prayer. 

Avs?i\  And  let  our  cry  come  unto  the. 
BiFlicp.     liCt.  us  i>ray. 

Almi«zlitv  God  and  most   merciful  Father, 

who  of  thine  infinite  goodness  hast  given  thine 

onlv  and  dearly  beloved  Son  Je^'us  Christ  to  bo 

rur  Redeemer,  and  the  Author  of  everlastinii; 

life  ;  who  aftf?r  that  he  had  made  perfect  our 

redemption   by  his  death,  and  was   ascended 

into  heaven,  poured  down  his  gifts  abundantly 

upon  men,  making  some  Apostles ;  some  Pro.. 

phets  ;  f^ome  Evangelists ;  some  Pastors,  and 

Doctors,  to  the  edifying  and  making  perfect  his 

»'hurch  :  grant,   we  beseech  thee,  to  this  thy 

:-orvant  such  grace  that  ho   may  evermore  be 

r-'ady  to  spnjad   abroad  thy  gospel,   the   gla  i 

lidings  of  rrconciliation  v.ith  thee,  and  use  the 

antherhy  given  him^  not  to  destruction,  but  to 

^'alvation  ;  not  to  hurt,  but  to  help  ;  so  that  a.^ 

a  wise  and  faithful  servant,  giving  to  thy  family 

iheir  portion  in  due  season,  he   may  at  last  be 

received  into  everlastinji;  jov,  throuo-h   Jesus 

^  'hrist  our  Lord,  who,  with  thee  and  tlie  Holy 

Ghost,   fiveth  and  reigneth,  One  God,  world 

without  end.     Amen. 

Thon  tho  Bishops  and  ElJcrs  preF:c'nt,  shall  hy  thrir 
hands  upon  tlic  head  of  tho  vAvtcir.d  person  kncclin!.:^ 
hofore  th(Mnupon  his  knoos,  the  Bisliop  sayinir, 

Receive  the  Hcdy   (xhost   for  the   ofiice  und 
'-^'ork  of  a  Bishop  in  the  Ghurch  of  God  nov. 

•■^Tnrrntt«^d  ii'i^n  tf^ep  bv  thf*  imno^ition   of  ni?- 
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iiand«,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen.  And 
remember  that  thou  stir  up  th^  grace  of  God 
which  is  given  thee  by  this  imposition  of  our 
hands ;  for  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  ol 
f'-ar,  but  of  power  and  h:>ve,  and  soberness. 
Then  the  Bishop  shall  deliver  him  the  Bible  saying, 
Give  heed  unto  reading,  exhortation  and 
doctrine.  Think  upon  the  things  contained 
in  this  book.  Be  dihgent  in  them,  that  the  in- 
crease coming  thereby  may  be  manifest  unto 
all  men.  Take  heed  unto  tliyself,  and  to  thy 
doctrine  ;  fci  by  so  doing  thou  shalt  both  save 
thyself  and  them  that  hear  thee.  Be  to  the 
flock  of  Christ  a  shepherd,  not  a  wolf ;  feed 
tliem,  devour  them  not.  Hold  up  the  weak, 
heal  the  sick,  bind  up  the  broken,  bring  again 
the  outcasts,  seek  the  lost,  be  so  merciful  that, 
you  may  not  be  too  remiss ;  so  minister  disci, 
pline  that  you  forget  not  mercy ;  that  when 
the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  3'ou  may  re^ 
ceive  the  never  fading  crown  of  glory,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 

[Then  the  Bishop  yhall  administer  the  Lord's  Suj;-- 
pcr ;  with  whom  the  newly  ordained  Bishop,  aiKl  othe:' 
itersons  present,  sliall  communicate.] 

Immediately  before  the  Benediction,  shall  be  said  tiio 

following  prayers. 

Most  merciful  Father,  wo  beseech  thee  to 
scnv.  down  upon  this  thy  servant  thy  heavenly 
llcssing,  and  so  endue  him  with  thy  Holy  Spirit . 
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:}iat  hp,  preaching  thy  word,  may  not  only  bo 
f-^rnost  to  reprove,  beseech  and  rebuke  with 
all  patience  and  doctrine,  but  also  may  be  to 
:>:iich  as  believe  a  wholesome  example  in  word, 
n\  conversation,  in  love,  in  faith,  in  chastity, 
and  in  purity;  that  faithfully  fulfilling  his  course. 
nt  the  latter  day  he  may  receive  the  crown  of 
righteousness  laid  up  by  the  Lord,  the  riglit- 
<^ous  Judge,  who  liveth  and  reigneth.  One  God 
--^ith  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  worUl 
without  (md.     Amen, 

Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doings  with 
f  Iiy  most  gracious  favour,  and  further  us  with 
thy  continual  help,  that  in  all  our  works  begun, 
«  ontinued  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify 
*hy  holy  Name ;  and  finally,  by  thy  mercy, 
•  >btain  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. — Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of 
<  rod  Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  thn 
Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  wit>>. 
".'^^u  always.     Amen, 
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THE 

TEMPORAL  ECOBTOMY 

OF   THE 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCIf 

IN    CANADA. 
SECTION   I. 

Of  the  Boundaries  of  the  Annual  Conference, 

There  shall  be  one  Annual  Conference  in 
Upper  Canada. 

Quest.  2.  How  are  the  Districts  to  be  formed  I 

Answ,  According  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Bishop. 

In  case  there  be  no  Bishop  to  travel  through 
?he  Districts  and  exercise  the  Episcopal  office, 
on  account  of  death  or  otherwise,  the  district;^ 
.shall  be  regulated  in  every  respect  by  the  An- 
nual Conference  and  the  Presiding  Elders,  in 
the  interval  of  Gcncraf  Conference,  ordination 
only  excepted. 
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SECTION  II. 

i  If  the  Building  Churches,  and  the  Order  to  hi- 

observed  therein. 
Quest.  I,  Is  any  thing  adviseablo  in  r^fnir i 
'!'^  buildinir  ^ 
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Answ.  1.  Let  all  our  churches  be  built  plain 
and  decent,  and  with  free  seats  ;  but  not  more 
expensive  than  is  absolutely  unavoidable;  other, 
wise  the  necessity  of  raising  money  will  make 
rich  men  necessary  to  us.  But  if  so,  we  must 
be  dependent  on  them,  yea,  and  governed  by 
them.  And  then  farewell  to  Methodist  disci- 
pline, if  not  doctrine  too. 

2.  In  order  more  eflectuaily  to  prevent  our 
people  from  contracting  debts  which  they  are 
not  able  to  discharge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  of  eveiy  circuit  and 
station,  where  it  is  contemplated  to  build  a  house 
or  houses  of  worship,  to  secure  the  ground  or 
lot  on  which  such  house  or  houses  are  to  be 
built,  according  to  our  deed  of  settlement,  which 
deed  must  be  legally  executed ;  and  also  said 
Quarterly  Conference  shall  appoint  a  judicious 
committee  of  at  least  three  members  of  our 
church,  who  shall  form  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  necessary  to  build ;  and  three-fourths 
of  the  money,  according  to  such  estimate,  shall 
be  secured  or  subscribed,  before  any  such 
building  shall  be  commenced. 

3.  In  future  we  will  admit  no  charter,  decdy 
or  conveyance,  for  any  house  of  worship  to  hv: 
used  by  us,  unless  it  be  provided  in  such  char- 
tor,  deed,  or  conveyance,  that  the  trustees  ot 
the  said  house  shall  at  all  times  permit  such 
ministers  and  preachers  belonging  to  the  Me* 
tthodist  Enisconal  Church,  as  shall  from  time  to 
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timo  b«^  duly  autIlori.^o(l  l-y  tlio  Gonrral  Con- 
torcnce  of  the  ministers  oi'  our  cliurch,  or  by 
the  Annual  Conference,  to  pri^aeh  and  c^x- 
})ound  God's  holy  word,  and  to  execute  the 
discipline  of  the  church,  and  to  administer  tin* 
sacraments  therein,  according  to  the  true 
meaning  and  purport  of  our  deed  of  settle, 
ment. 

4.  As  it  is  contrary  to  our  economy  to  buiM 
.  Iiouscs  with  pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the 

duty  of  the  Annual  (Conference,  to  use  it.^ 
influence  to  prevent  houses  from  being  s  » 
built  in  future :  and  as  far  as  possible  to 
make  those  houses  free  which  have  been  aK 
ready  built  with  pews. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  trustee 
to  any  of  our  houses,  churches,  or  school-^, 
who  is  not  a  regular  member  of  our  church. 

6.  No  person  who  is  a  trustee  shall  be  eject- 
ed while  he  is  in  joint  security  for  money,  vm- 
b'ss  such  relief  be  given  him  as  is  demanded, 
or  the  creditor  wili  accept. 

Quest,  2.  I.^:  there  any  exception  to  the  rule. 
'^  Let  the  men  and  v/omen  sit  apart  ?" 

Answ.  There  is  no  exception, — Let.  them  sit 
apart  in  all  our  churches. 

Quest,  3.  Is  there  not  a  great  indecency 
.^^omctimes  practised  among  us,  viz.  talking  in 
the  congregation  before  and  after  service  :-" 
ilow  shall  this  be  cured  ? 

Answ.   J.K  all  tfio   nrinislers  and  preaehorq 
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join  iiv,  one  umvi,  and  c:iIargo  on  tliu  iinpropri  - 
cty  of  talking  bclbr(3  or  after  service ;  and 
^tronjrlv  exhort  tlios'j  that  are  concerned,  to 
do  it  no  more.  In  three  raonths,  if  we  arc  in 
earnest,  this  vile  practice  v/ill  be  banished  out 
i.f  every  I^Iethodist  congregation.  Let  none 
^top  till  he  ha.s  carried  his  point. 

Qnt'st,  4.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  secu- 
rity of  our  preaching-houses,  and  the  nremi&es 
helonging  thereto  ? 

Ausw.  hot  the  following  plan  of  a  deed  of 
.settlement,  be  brought  into  elfoct  in  all  possible 
cases ; 

WiiERKAS  in  and  by  a  statute  of  the  Province 
tjf  Upper  Canada,  passed  in  the  ninth  year  ofth'j 
;eign  of  King  Geokoe  run  Fovktii,  entitled 
'*  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Rehgious  tSocic- 
ties  therein  named,'*  it  is  enacted,  that  when- 
ever any  Rehgious  Congregation  or  JSociety  of 
Presbyterians,  Lutherans,  Calvinists,  Metho- 
tlists,  Congrcgationalists,  Independents,  Ana. 
baptist^',  Qualcers,  Menonists,  Tunkers,  unJ 
3Ioravians  shall  have  occasion  to  take  a  ccii- 
veyance  of  land  for  the  site  of  a  Church, 
3Iceting-ilouse,  or  Chapel,  or  a  Burying, 
groiind,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  lhe:ji 
to  appoint  Trustees,  to  whom,  and  their  sue- 
ccssors  to  be  appointed  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  speciticd  in  the  Deed,  the  requisite  land  fur 
all  or  any  of  the  purposes  atbresaid  (not  c;:. 
■•jeuinj::  Mv(^  ri.cr!\s  ibr  anv  cno  conrreuatior:'' 
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may  bo  ronvcycd,  jind  su(^li  Trustrrs  nnu  their 
>-iiccossrrs  in  perpetual  Riicccsr-'ion,  by  tlic  name 
'expressed  in  such  Deed,  shall  be  capable  of 
taking,  holding,  and  possessing  such  land,  and 
of  commencing  and  ninintaining  any  action  or 
fictions  in  law  or  equity  for  the  protcctiun 
fliereof  and  of  their  right  thereto  ;  and  whcrea^5 
a  Religious  Congregation  or  Society  of  Metho. 
dists  have  occasion  to  take  Fuch  a  Deed  of  a 
ract  or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  the  Township 
of  ir,  the  County  of  in  the 

District  in  tlie  said  Province,  for  the  sito 

'A  a  Church,  Meeting-IIousc  or  Chapel,  and 
Hurying-grvound.  and  have  appointed  Trustees, 
by  the  nnme  of  The  Trustees  of  the  Meihodht 
Episca'pal  Church  in  Canada,  Meetlvfr. House  o" 
Chapel,  or  Bivrying.<rroiwd  in  the  Township  of 
Now  this  IxDENxrnE  made  the  day  of 

in  tlie  year  of  cur  Lord  one  thousand  ciffh^ 
imndred  and  botv/ccn  of  of 

the  one  part,  and  of  of  tlio 
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the    Trustees   aforesaid,  of  the    o*h'?r    pari. 
\V'iTNESSETir,  that  'lie  said  f t 

and  in  consideration  of  tiie  sum  of 
to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Trustee?:,  be- 
fore the  sealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  given, 
ranted,  bargained,  sold,  assigned,  released, 
onveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  prc- 
•r^nt^;   dofh  (rive,  nr'-nt,  barrrcin.  sell,  assiirr.. 
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relcuse,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  tlicni  the 
Lsaid  by  the  name  albresaid  of  the  Trustees 

of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada, 
jVIoetin^jj-liouse  or  Chapel,  and  Biiryin<^-. ground 
in  the  Township  of  and  their  bueeessors, 

10  be  appointed  in  the  manner  hereinafter  spe- 
e.ified,  all  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  oi'  land 
i-ituatc  in  the  said  Township  of  con- 

taining, by  admeasurement,  be  the  same 

more  or  les:?,  which  said  tract  or  j)arcel  of  land 
i.s  butted  and  bounded,  or  may  be  otherwise 
known  as  follo\vs,  that  is  to  say, 

to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
land,  with  the  building  or  buildings  erected,  or 
to  be  erected  thereon,  and  all  the  apurtenances 
and  privileges  thereof,  to  them,  the  said  trus- 
tees and  their  successors  in  the  said  trust,  for- 
ever, for  the  site  of  a  Church,  Meeting-House 
and  Burying-ground,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline, 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  adopted 
by  the  General  or  Annual  Conference  of  the 
.said  Church  in  Canada,  in  trust  and  confidence 
that  the  said  Trustees  for  the  time  being  shall, 
Jit  all  times  hereafter,  permit  any  Methodist 
Episcopal  Minister  or  Preacher,  or  iMinisters 
or  Preachers,  he  or  they  being  a  member  or 
members  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church 
y\  ('hn^d'dy  and  duly  authorized  ua  such  by  th*j 
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said  Gcnoriil  or  Aruiuul  (.'onforcncc,  to  preach 
and  perforin  religious  tjervicc  in  tlie  said 
House,  and  burial  service  m  the  said  lUirying. 
iji^round,  iiccor(hn<];  to  thn  rules  and  discipline 
of  the  said  Church;  and  in  farther '<ru.\?,  and 
eontidencc  that  the  suid  Trustees  for  die  time, 
being  may,  at  their  discretion,  by  and  >vith  the 
consent  and  advice  of  the  preacher  in  charge, 
permit  the  regular  minister  or  preacher  of  any 
other  Protestant  denomination  of  Ciiristians  to 
preach  and  perform  public  religious  service  in 
the  said  llouse,wlien  it  shall  not  be  required  for 
the  use  of  the  ministers  or  j)reachers  of  the  said 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  ;  And  it 
is  iiercby  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  of  this 
Deed,  that  the  full  number  of  the  Trustees  of 
tlie  said  trust  shall  continue  to  be  and 

that  whenever  any  one  or  more  of  the  said 
above-named  Trustees,  or  of  their  successors 
in  the  said  trust,  shall  die,  or  cease  to  be  a  mem- 
her  or  members  of  the  said  Methodist  Ejiiscopal 
Church  in  Canada,  according  to  the  rules  and 
discipline  of  the  said  Church,  the  vacant 
place  or  places  of  the  Trustee  or  Trustees  so 
dying  or  ceasing  to  be  a  member  or  member^ 
of  the  said  Church,  shall  be  lilled  with  a  suc- 
cessor or  successors,  being  a  member  or  meni- 
bers  of  the  said  Church,  of  the  age  of  twenty* 
one  years,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say,  to  be  nominated  by  the 
rtatioiicd  liiini^tcr  cr  preacher  ia  charge  of  tb». 
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.sai'i  Cliurcli  for  the  time  being,  within  whose 
station  or  circuit  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
Jand  shall  be,  and  thereupon  appointed  by  th(5 
survivinir  Trustee  or  Trustees  of  the  said 
trust,  if  they  think  proper  to  appoint  the  per- 
ion  or  persons  so  nominated ;  and  in  case  of 
an  equal  division  of  the  votes  of  the  Trustee^? 
present,  the  said  stationed  minister  or  preacher 
cihall  have  a  casting  vote  in  such  appointment ; 
and  if  it  shall  happen  at  any  time  that  there 
shall  be  no  survivinij  Trustee  of  the  said  trust, 
ill  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
stationed  minister  or  preacher  who  shall  have 
the  charge  of  that  station  or  circuit  for  th'> 
time  being,  to  nominate,  and  the  Quarterly 
Conference  of  that  ^'rcuit  or  station,  if  they 
ripprtyve  the  persons  so  nominated,  to  appoint, 
the  requisite  number  of  Trustees  of  the  said 
trust,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
said  Conference  then  present,  and,  in  case  of 
an  equal  division  of  their  votes,  the  chairmou 
of  the  said  C:-::rcience  shall  have  a  castin;,^ 
s  ote  in  such  appointment ;  and  the  person  or 
persons  so  nominated  and  appointed  Truste*' 
or  Trustee?-,  i:i  either  cf  the  said  modes  oi 
nomination  and  appointment,  shall  be  the  lega! 
^u<;cessor  or  successors  of  tlie  said  above, 
named  Trustees,  and  shall  have  in  perpe'nal 
.succession  the  same  capacities,  powers,  rights, 
and  duties,  as  are  given  to  the  said  above- 
named  Trustees  in  imd  by  this  l>e'"  i  nnd  the 
St'itutf^  af'^'re  'i'd. 
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Aiid  to  lac  end  that  cvidone-v?  of  the  f-.u; ; 
nomination  and  appointment  of  succeedin;L' 
'JVustecs  in  the  said  trust  may  be  preserved, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  ibr  th*^ 
time  being  to  keep  a  book  of  Record,  in  which 
llie  name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons 
)iominated  and  appointed  successors  in  the  soia 
trust,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  names  of  the 
])crsons  so  nominating  and  appointing  thc7:». 
.^^hall  be  entered,  and  sucli  entry  subscribed  b}" 
the  said  nominators  and  appointers. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  hereto 

S'ets  his  hand  and  seal,  the  (by  and  yea? 

above -written, 
r:'igned,  sealed,  and  delivered  ^ 


in  the  presence  of 


5 


srxTioN  in. 

Of  the  Quilfjlccitio?!,  Avpoi/iimcnf,  and  Duiijoj 
the  t^te wards  of  Cyircuiis, 

Quest,  1.  What  are  the  qualifications  nccc5^- 
rarv  for  stewards  ? 

Answ,  Let  them  be  men  of  solid  piet\%  v.ho 
I'Oth  know  and  love  the  Methodist  doctrine  and 
tliscipline,  and  of  good  natural  and  acquired 
abilities  to  transact  the  temporal  business. 

Quest,  2.  How  are  the  stewards  to  be  Ap- 
pointed ] 

Answ,  The  preacher  having  the  obargri  ot 
J:ie  circuit,  fIuiII  hivr>  the  rifilit  r.f  rinminatr^^. ; 
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hut  the   quaifcrly    meeting    conference  shatt 
confirm  or  reject  sucli  nomination. 

Quest,  i3.   What  are  the  duties  of  stewards? 

A77SW.  To  take  an  exact  account  of  all  the 
money,  or  other  provision  collected  for  tho 
support  of  preachers  in  the  circuit ;  to  mako 
an  accurate  return  of  every  expenditure  of 
money,  whether  to  the  preachers,  the  sick,  or 
the  poor  ;  to  seek  the  needy  and  distressed,  in 
order  to  relieve  and  comfort  them  ;  to  inform 
the  preachers  of  any  sick  or  disorderly  per- 
sons :  to  tell  the  preachers  what  ihey  think 
wrong  in  them  ;  to  attend  tlie  quarterly  meet- 
in<TS  of  their  circuit ;  to  give  advice,  if  asked, 
ill  planning  the  circuit ;  to  attend  committees 
for  the  application  of  money  to  churches ;  to 
pve  counsel  in  matters  of  arbitration  ;  provide 
r'h^ments  for  thu  Lord's  Supper  ;  to  wrire  cir- 
cular letters  to  the  societies  in  the  circuit ;  to  be 
iriore  liberal  if  need  be  ;  as  also  to  let  them 
know,  when  occasion  requires,  the  state  of  the 
temporal  concerns  at  the  last  quarterly  meet- 
ing ;  to  register  the  marriages  and  bnptisms, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  J5ishops,  the  Presiding 
Klder  of  their  disirict,  and  the  Elder,  Deacon, 
Hud  travelling  preachers  of  their  circuit. 

Quest,  4.  To  whom  are  the  stewards  ac- 
countable for  tlie  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  ? 

Ansii\  To  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Cont^r^'nc^ 
nf  the  eir'^Miif  or  stati.oT>. 
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QuesL  5.  What  number  of  istcwards  arc  ikv- 
ccssary  in  each  circuit  ? 

Answ,  Not  less  than  three,  or  more  thaii 
f^cven,  one  of  ^vhom  shall  be  iho  rccoi'din^.:; 
f-;leward. 


«W"«5J>^^^ 


Ki:CTION  I  v. 


(If  tlic  Allowance  to  the  Ministers  and  P readier 6, 
and  to  their  Wii^es,  Widows,  and  Childreu* 

1.  The  annual  allowance  of  the  traveliini:; 
preachers  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
their  travelling  expenses. 

2.  The  annual  allowance  of  the  wives  ot 
travelling  preachers  shall  be  one  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  but  this  provision  shall  not  apply  to  the? 
wives  of  those  preachers  who  were  single 
when  they  were  received  on  trial,  and  marry 
under  four  years,  until  the  expiration  of  said 
four  years. 

8.  Each  child  of  a  travelling  preacher  shall 
be  allowed  sixteen  dollars  annually,  to  the  age 
of  seven  years,  and  twenty-four  dollars  annu. 
tiily  from  the  age  of  seven  to  fourteen  year:^ , 
and  those  preachers  whose  wives  are  dead. 
i?hall  be  allowed  for  each  child  annually  a  sum 
s^ullicicnt  to  pay  the  board  of  such  child  or 
children  during  the  above  term  of  ycari-vt 
Nevertheless,  this  rule  shall  not  apply  to  thi^ 
children  of  preachers  whoso  familiey  are  pr? 
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vidod  for  by  other  niorin.9,  in  their  circuits  res- 
pectively. 

4.  The  allowance  of  supcrannuatedjWornout, 
and  supernumerary  preachers  shall  be  ono 
lumdred  dollars  annually. 

r>.  The  ainiual  allowance  of  tlie  wives  of 
^superannuated,  worn  out,  and  supernumerary 
preachers  shall  be  one  hui  Ired  dollar?. 

0.  'J'he  annual  allowarce  of  the  widows  of 
travellin*]^,  superannuated,  worn  out,  and  super- 
numerary preachers,  shall  be  one  hundred 
dollars. 

7.  The  orphans  of  travelling,  supcrannuat- 
od,  w  orn  out,  and  supernumerary  preachers, 
Av.iW  be  allowed  by  the  annual  conferences,  if 
possible,  by  such  means  as  they  can  devise, 
sixteen  dollars  annually. 

R.  liocal    preachers  have  an  allowance  in 

'Certain  cases,    as  mentioned  section  7,  j,pago 

1  -.  q 


SECTION   V. 

Of  rahun^  annual  supplies  for  the  Propagadon 
of  the  Gospel,  inaklng  up  the  allowance  of  the 
PreacherSy  4^c, 

1.  Every  preacher  who  has  the  charge  of  a 
'^ircuit,  shall  earnestly  recommend  to  every 
f'lass  or  society  in  his  circuit,  to  raise  a  quarter- 
ly or  annual  collection  by  voluntary  contribution, 
nr  m  sueh  other  wav  or  manner  as  they  n>ay 
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judge  most  expedient  from  time  to  time ;  and  the 
moneys  so  collected  shall  be  lodged  with  tho 
steward  or  stewards  of  the  circuit,  to  be  brought 
or  sent  to  the  annual  conference,  with  a  regu- 
lar account  of  the  sums  raised  for  this  purpose, 
in  the  classes  or  societies  respectively. 

2.  Wherever  there  remains  in  the  hands  of 
l\\(}.  stewards  a  surplus  of  the  moneys  raised  for 
the  use  of  the  circuit  preachers,  after  paying 
the  allowance  of  the  preachers  in  the  circuit, 
\iti  such  surplus  be  brought  or  sent  to  the  annu- 
.-1  conference. 

Vf,  Every  preacher  who  has  the  charge  of 
n.  circuit,  shall  make  a  yearly  collection,  and  it' 
expedient,  a  quarterly  one,  in  every  congrega- 
tion, where  there  is  a  probability  that  the  people 
will  be  willing  to  ontribute:  and  the  money  so 
collected  shall  be  lodged  in  tho  hands  of  tho 
steward  or  stewards,  and  brought  or  sent  to  tho 
cnsuinnr  annual  conference.  To  this  end,  ho 
may  read  and  enlarge  upon  the  following 
hints: 

*^How  shall  we  send  labourers  into  tho?o 
parts  where  they  are  most  of  all  wanted  ? — 
Many  arc  willing  to  hear,  but  not  to  bear  tho 
expense.  Nor  can  it  as  yet  bo  expected  of 
them.  Stay  till  the  word  of  God  has  touched 
?heir  hearts,  and  then  they  will  gladly  provid(? 
for  them  that  preach  li.  Does  it  not  lie  upon 
us,  in  the  mean  time,  to  suply  their  lack  of 
•=0^00  ?    To  raise  money  out  of  which,  from 
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time  to  lime,  that  expense  moy  be  clcfraycd? 
liy  this  means  those  who  wiHingly  oflcr  them- 
selves, may  travel  throu^jh  every  part,  whether 
there  be  societies  or  not,  and  stay  whereevcr 
there  is  a  call,  without  being  burthensome  to 
any.  Thus  may  the  gospel,  in  the  life  and 
power  thereof,  be  spread  from  sea  to  sea. — 
Which  of  you  will  not  rejoice  to  throw  in  your 
mite  to  promote  this  glorious  work  ? 

"  Besides  this,  in  carrying  on  so  large  a 
work  through  the  continent,  there  are  calls  for 
money  in  various  ways,  and  we  must  frequent- 
ly be  at  a  considerable  expense,  or  the  work 
must  be  at  a  full  stop.  Many  too  are  the  occa^ 
sional  distresses  of  our  preachers,  or  their  fami- 
lies,  which  require  an  immediate  supply,  other- 
wise their  hands  would  hang  down,  if  they  were 
not  constrained  to  dc oart  from  the  work. 

**  The  money  contributed  will  bo  brought  to 
the  ensuing  conference. 

"  Men  and  brethren,  help !  Was  there  ever 
a  call  like  this  since  you  first  heard  the  gospel 
round?  Help  to  relieve  your  companions  in  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus,  who  are  pressed  above  mca- 
fure.  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdcDS,  and  so 
fulfil  law  the  of  Christ.  Help  to  send  forth 
able  and  willing  labourers  into  your  Lord's  har. 
vest :  So  shall  ye  be  assistants  in  saving  soub 
from  death,  and  hiding  a  multitude  of  sins. — 
Help  to  propagate  the  gospel  of  your  salvation 
f^  the  remotest  corners  ofthe  rarth  till  the  know^ 
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ledo'o  of  our  Lord  shall  cover  the  land  as  tho 
waters  cover  the  sen.  So  shall  it  appear  to  our- 
selves and  all  men,  that  wc  arc  indeed  one  bo- 
by,  united  by  one  spirit ;  so  shall  the  baptized 
lieatliens  be  yet  a<rain  constrained  to  say,  ^'  JSe(5 
hov/  these  christians  love  one  another  !" 

4.  A  public  collection  saall  be  made  at  every 
annual  and  every  general  conference,  for  tho 
above  purpose^'. 

5.  Let  the  annunl  produce  of  the  conferencri 
fund,  bo  applied  with  the  above  contributions  ; 
hut  so  as  not  to  militate  aijainst  the  rules  of  tho 
conference-fund  ;  and  also  the  annual  dividend 
arising  from  the  profits  of  the  15ook-concern. 
Out  of  the  moneys  so  collected,  and  brought  to 
t  he  annual  conference,  let  the  various  allowances 
agreed  upon  in  the  fourth  section,  be  made  up  : 
hut  in  no  case  shall  an  allowance  be  made  to 
any  travelling  preacher,  who  has  travelled  m 
any  circuit  where  he  might,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  annual  conference,  iiavc  obtained  his  full 
quarterage,  if  h(^  had  a[)plierl  for  it :  and  if  at 
any  conference  there  remain  a  surplus  after 
making  up  all  such  allowances,  the  conferenc;^ 
shall  send  such  surplus  forward  to  that  confer- 
ence they  judge  to  be  the  most  necessitous. 

u.  Every  annual  conference  has  full  liberty 

to  adopt  and  recommend  such  plans  and  rul(;s, 

lis  to  them  may  appear  necessary,   the  morfi 

'tfectually  to  rai"^e   supplies  for  the  respective 

illowaii'^'^s.     Ivarh  ;xnnual   ennference   is  an- 
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thoriscd  to  raise  a  fand,  if  they  jiulgo  it  prop- 
er, subject  to  its  own  contronl,  and  under  sueli 
regulations  as  their  wisdom  may  direct,  for  the 
ndief  of  the  distressed,  travoHino^,  superarinu. 
ated  and  supernumerary  preachers,  their  wivc'> 
widows  and  children,  as  al^o  for  missionary' 
purposer. 

7.  If  the  rcspccKve  allowances  arc  not  rals- 
r-d  as  provided  for,  the  church  shall  not  be  ac« 
countable  for  the  deficiency,  as  in  a  case  of 
debt. 

^.  To  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates 
composing  the  General  Conference,  a  collection 
shall  be  taken  up  in  each  circuit  and  station 
some  time  previously  to  the  sitting  of  the  con- 
f 'rcnce,  and  the  sums  so  collected  shall  be 
brought  up  to  the  General  Conference,  and 
applied  to  the  object  herein  contemplated  in 
|>roportion  tothc  expenses  of  the  several  Dele- 
gates. 

QiWst,  V/hat  advice  or  direction  sliall  b*'* 
driven,  concerning  the  building  or  renting  of 
dv/elling  houses,  for  the  use  of  the  married 
travelling  preachers  ? 

Answ.  It  is  recommended  bv  the  general 
conference,  to  the  travelling  preachers,  to  ad- 
vise our  friends  in  general,  to  purchase  a  lot 
of  ground  in  each  circuit,  and  to  build  a  prea- 
cher's house  thereon,  and  to  furnish  it  with, 
at  least,  heavy  furniture,  and  to  settle  the  samo 
"^  (TD^tepv.   a>"»r)ni!\tr'd  br  tlie  ruart^rlv  m«^'''% 
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ing  conference,  according  to  the  deed  of  set- 
dement  pubHshed  in  our  Ibrin  of  discipline. 
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The  general  conference  recommend  to 
all  the  circuits,  in  cases  where  they  are  not 
able  to  comply  with  the  above  request,  to  rent 
a  house  tor  the  married  preacher  and  his  family 
(when  such  are  stationed  upon  their  circuits 
respectively)  and  that  the  annual  confereneo 
do  assist  to  make  up  the  vents  of  such  house3 
as  far  as  they  can,  when  the  circuit  cannot 
do  it. 

y.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  el- 
ders and  preachers,  to  use  their  influence  to 
carry  the  above  rules,  respecting  building  and 
renting  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  prea- 
chers and  their  families  into  effect.  In  order 
to  this,  each  quarterly  meeting  conference 
c^hall  appoint  a  committee  (unless  other  mea- 
c'ures  have  been  adopted)  who,  with  the  ad  vie  f^ 
and  aid  of  the  presichers  and  presiding  elders, 
shall  devise  such  means  as  may  seem  fit  to 
raise  moneys  for  that  purpose.  And  it  is  re. 
s'ommended  to  the  aimual  conference  to  mak(i 
a  special  inquiry  of  their  members  respecting 
this  part  of  their  duty. 

4.  Those  proacheivS   who  retuso  to  occupy 

the  house  which  may  be  provided  for  them,  on 

the   stations  and  circuits,  where  they  are  froni 

ime  to  time  appointed,  shall  be  allowed  no. 

aing  for   house  rent,  nor  receive  any  thin* 

noH'.   tba.n  quarterage   for  th^'mselve^,   their 
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wives  and  childro",  and  tlu'ir  travelling  expcn- 
c.cs.  NcverthelcJ-  this  rule  shall  not  apply  to 
those  preachers  whose  liimilies  arc  either  esta- 
blished within  the  bounds  of  their  circuits,  or 
are  so  situated  that  in  the  judgment  ol'  the 
stewards,  or  the  above-mentioned  connnittee,  it 
is  not  necessary,  tor  the  bent  it  ol"  the  circuit, 
to  remove  them. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee, 
or  one  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  be 
members  of  our  Church,  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  necessarv  to  furnish  fuel  and  ta- 
bic  expenses  for  the  family  or  families  ol 
preachers  stationed  with  them,  and  the  stewards 
fchall  provide,  by  such  means  as  they  may  de- 
vise, to  meet  such  expenses,  in  money  or  other- 
wise :  Provided  the  stewards  shall  not  appro- 
priatc  the  moneys  collected  for  the  regular 
tiuarterly  allowance  of  the  preachers,  to  the 
payment  of  family  expenses. 

G.  There  shall  be  a  meeting  in  every  district, 
of  one  steward  from  each  station  and  circuit, 
to  be  selected  from  among  the  stewards  by  the 
quarterly  meeting  conference,  whose  duty  it 
^liall  be,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  presi- 
ding elder,  (who  shall  preside  in  such  meeting) 
to  take  into  consideration  the  general  state  ot 
the  district  in  regard  to  temporalities,  and  to 
lurnish  a  house,  fuel,  and  table  expenses  for  the 
presiding  elder. 

7«  It  thall  be  the  duty  of  each  annual  confc: 
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cncc  where  niissiona,ri(^s  are  to  he  employed, 
to  iipj)oint  11  conunittee  whose  duty  it  shull  he, 
in  conjunction  with  the  president  of  the  confer, 
once,  to  determine  on  the  iimonnt  which  niuv 
1)0  necesstiry  for  the  support  of  each  missionary 
(af^reeably  to  the  ri3^uhitions  of  the  disciphne) 
from  year  to  yev.r,  for  which  amount  the  presi- 
(ient  of  the  conference  for  the  time  shall  havci 
juithority  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  of  the  society 
in  quarterly  instalments  in  behalf  of  the  mis- 
h'lons. 

sixTioN  vr. 

Of  (he  Conference  Fund. 

Quest,  What  further  provision  shall  be  niauc 
lor  the  distressed  travelling-  preachers,  for  the 
families  of  traveUing  })reachers,  and  for  the  su- 
perannuated and  worn  out  preachers,  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  preachers  ? 

Answ,  There  shall  be  a  conference  fund,  to 
be  supported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
our  friends  ;  the  principal  stock  of  which  shall 
be  funded  under  the  du'ection  of  trustees,  chosen 
by  the  general  conference,  and  the  interest  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  general  confer^ 
•jncc,  accordino'  to  the  followino' regulations  viz, 

1.  The  ciders  and  those  who  have  the  over- 
sight of  circuits,  shall  be  collectors  and  receivers 
of  subscriptions,  dec.  fortius  fund 

XJ.  The  money  shall,  if  possible,  be  convey.. 

'd  by  bills  of  exchange,  or  otherwise,  thruugli 
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the  means  of  the  post,  to  the  general  booiv- 
steward,  who  shall  pay  it  to  the  trustees  of 
tlie  fund  ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  brought  to  tho 
ensuing  annual  conference. 

3.  All  drafts  on  the  conference  fund  shall  bo 
made  on  the  president  of  the  said  fund,  by 
order  of  the  annual  conference,  signed  by  the; 
president,  and  countersigned  by  tiic  secretary 
of  the  said  conference. 


SECTION  VII. 

Local  Preachers  to  have  an  Allowance  in  gken 

cases, 

1.  Whenever  a  local  preacher  fills  the  placo 
cf  a  travelling  preacher  by  tho  ap[)robation  of 
the  presiding  elder,  he  shall  be  paid  for  hi:> 
time,  a  sum  proportional  to  the  allowance  of  a 
travelling  preacher  ;  which  sum  shall  be  paid 
by  the  circuit  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  if 
the  travelling  preacher,  whose  place  he  filled 
up,  were  either  sick  or  necessarily  absent ;  or 
in  other  cases,  out  of  tho  allowance  of  the 
travelling  preacher. 

2.  If  a  local  preacher  be  distressed  in  his 
temporal  circumstances,  on  account  of  his  ser. 
vice  in  the  circuit,  he  may  apply  to  the  quar- 
terly meeting  conference,  who  may  give  him 
what  relief  they  judge  proper,  after  the  allow- 
ance of  the  travelling  preachers  and  of  their 
wives,  and  all   other  regular  allov/anco3  ar^ 


discharged. 
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i:rratum. 

In  the  12Glli  page,  lOtli  line  from  the  top, 
t)fter  the  word  appealsy  rc^ad  "To  hiy  boforo 
them  all  such  rules,  regulations  or  alterations 
of  existin<T  rules,  as  may  have  been  adopted  at 
the  preceding  General  Confercnco,  or  whi^h 
tlie  opinion  of  the  several  Quarterly  Confer- 
<'nces  is  recjuircd  ;  and  to  render  an  account  of 
the  decisions  of  said  conferences,  to  the  nex; 
Annual  Conference,'* 
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